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Xiamen has been
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B.IMTHAE LHBER
A statue of the Goddess of White Egret in the glow of
the setting sun
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Yuandang Lake at night. The lake formed on the
site of Yuandang Port, which used to be connected to

the sea until the West Seawall was erected. With the rec-
lamation of land from the sea in the 1970s, the original
fishing area turned into a neon-lighted modern locale.
Against the backdrop of glittering stars, the light and
shadows on White Egret Islet are reflected in the lake,
dazzling as the sea breeze skips the water surface.
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The dreamlike island of Gulangyu (Drum Wave Island)
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Xiamen, a beautiful picture of island and sea
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Xiamen is a charming coastal garden city
with distinct four seasons. Although there is no
clear divisions between spring, summer, autumn,
and winter, the city enables residents and visitors
alike to feel different beauties along with the turn
of seasons. Her spring arrives late, usually with
little trace of melting snow and ice or new sprouts

quietly hidden amongst the branches. Her sum-



mer forcefully dominates most of the year, occa-
sionally bringing fierce rainstorms. Her autumn
passes in a flash, even before the leaves fall and
people bring out their winter clothes. Her winter,
rarely visited by snow, continues to exude the
pleasant smell of grass and trees. With the grace

of the four se s, Xiamen is like an elegant

woman as generous as the ocean. To get a taste of
her charm, you can just bask in sunshine on the

top of a Qilou (arcade building), while enjoying

a pot of fragrant tea and a piece of local crisp

peanut cake.
Sea is a roll of film documenting the frag-

ments of memories along with the passage of time.
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Clouds scud in a rising wind

The waves gently touches the shore to alleviate
the noise of modern city life and leave a stretch
land of flat and moist, on which strings of deep or
shallow footprints remind people of their inno-
cent childhood, unforgettable romantic moments,

and aspirations for the future. On the sand beach,

young lovers paddle a tandem bicycle along the



asphalt-paved Island Ring Road, and the bronze
Marathon sculpture exhibits the beauty of power
and emotion in the rhythm of the breath of the
waves. In the sky, colorful kites, alongside flocks
of migrating geese, fly freely amidst clusters of
white clouds. The sea, the beach, and the lawns
compose a breathtaking picture, and the scenes
in which romantic tandem bicycles travelling
along the meandering roads accompanied by ma-
jestic banyan trees reflect a harmony between man
and nature.

Have you ever heard the song “Waves of
Gulangyu™? It is not tongue-twisting like R&B
tunes, or has distinctiveness like folk songs, but
its coastal taste and a rhythm easy to sing made it

particularly popular of the time. The island, like
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its name, Gulangyu (Drum Wave Island), is remi-
niscent of various coastal beauties. Riding a ferry
boat from Xiamen, you can explore the mystery
of the small island, which permeates melodies of
pianos. Sunlight Rock, the iconic spot of the
island, is not high but like the island itself, pre-
sents a tranquil, comfortable ambience. To get a
taste of the real disposition of the island, you can
stroll along the zigzag paths to exchange greet-
ings with the pawpaw and mango trees dotting
the neighborhood highlighted by red-roofed villa
houses, and enjoy a narcissistic arrogance in the
accompaniment of the March in D Major. While
you can join a travel group on a one-day island
tour, you are also recommended to travel alone

as a backpacker and stay at a local family inn.

Here, you will find an ultimate intimacy with the

sea, indulge yourself in a labyrinth of streets and
lanes, await the exciting moment when the sun
emerges from the sea, and enjoy cool beneath the
canopy of banyan trees. The music wipes off the
earthly confusion and the sea breeze blows away
the noise of modernity. Overlooking the bustling
urban district across the water, like everyone on
the island, you will obtain not only a peace of
mind, but also a deposit of thought and a release
of emotion.

It seems that in this city you can stay away
from constant contemplation, but only to feel ev-
ery breath of life. The city will tell you her thought
on human civilization, her perception of Zen, and

her retrospect and anticipation of social progress.
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Haiwan (Bay) Park. On sunny days, colorful kites
embellish the azure sky over the Park, and the emerald
lawns attract local families to rest and have a picnic.
When the park is fluorescently illuminated in the
evening, some may revel in singing and dancing to re-
lease their emotions, while some would rather enjoy a
quiet time by strolling along the coast, sitting on a wood
bench, sampling a can of icy beer, contemplating in the
tune of the Blues, or just listening to the sound of waves
tapping the shore.
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Bailuzhou (White Egret Islet) Park, the legendary
abode for the Goddess of White Egret, is home to color-
ful flowers and lush grasses. Here, pigeons amuse tour-
ists on the square, and white egrets rest with content on
the stone dike. With cicada singing in spring and butter-
flies dancing in summer, the park lures people to stop
and appreciate the diverse beauty of nature. When night
falls, the dynamic music fountain show adds a modern
charm to the open square.
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A coastal night scene

It was on this land that Tan Kah Kee (Chen
Jiageng), a patriotic overseas Chinese
businessman, founded Xiamen University and
Jimei University for youngsters to pursue ad-
vanced education. The drum and bell resounding
in the South Putuo Temple inspires people to re-

view social ethics and carry forward Buddhist

philosophies as they pray for a more beautiful

future. The statue of Zheng Chenggong, a Ming-

Dynasty general who recovered Taiwan from

e

Dutch colonists, towers in an awesome manner
on the island of Gulangyu to receive homage from
visitors. The Hulishan Fortress and the Dadeng
Island Battlefront, once enshrouded by battlefield
smoke, remind people to treasure and maintain
the national peace.

The historical and traditional traces of the city
are also found on the brick walls of age-old resi-
dential houses; in the melodious Ge Zai Xi, a lo-

cal folk opera sung in Hokkien (southern Fujian
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dialect); and on the stage of string puppet shows,
which lead the audience back to those long past
years.

For a taste of sheer freshness from the sea,
local residents tend to buy seafood at the city’s
No.8 Market. From early morning through after-
noon, the market is filled with a hubbub of voices
accented by aggressive haggling and bargaining.
A breakfast featuring Huang Ze He Peanut Soup

and fried leek dumplings will warm your stom-




