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© Built in 1860 in the city of Suzhou, Jiangsu
Province, the Mansion of Prince Zhong of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom (1851-1864) is one
of the best preserved historic buildings. The
compound is back up to north but facing south,
divided into three parts: east, west and the
central. As printed in the Suzhou local chronicles
during the reign of Emperor Tongzhi, Qing
Dynasty, “the Humble Administrator's Garden --- -
was constructed to be a new, grand government
office in the 18th year of Emperor Kangxi, though
some of the spaces were occupied by common
people. Later, Jiang took over the property and
renamed to Fu Garden. After that, the Zha and
Wu's families had the ownership consecutively.
During the reign of Emperor Xianfeng, it was
occupied by the bandits from Guangdong
as their head-quarter. When the bandits were
defeated, the garden was returned fo the Qing
government. In the 10th year of Emperor Tongzhi,
it was used as the Eight-Banner Fengzhi Assembly
Hall". As recorded in a book entitled “Tale of
the Battle Remnants”, *hundreds of craftsmen
were working on the mansion for years. However,
the city was invaded before the construction
completed"”. Due to ifs rich historic heritage and
extraordinary architectural features, the Prince
Zhong's Mansion was on the first batch list as one
of the key cultural relics unit under the State-level

protection in 1961.

© The colored painfings and wall paintings in the
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Prince Zhong's Mansion of the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom are extraordinary in both quantity
and artistic quality. Not only are they truly rare
to be found all over the country, but also the
representation of the typical Suzhou-style color
painting in the Jiangnan area, for its delicate
strokes and beautiful designs. Those paintings
are painted on the beams all over the entrance,
sedan chair, front and back halls. On each side
of the trussed beam and tie beam, there is a
brocade wrapper (per Su-style colored painfing,
it is the center of a painting, known as the heart
of the tie beam) and two Ruyi heads (so-called
the headers, at two ends of the tie beam heart,
also known as hoop head). On each side of
the beam and tie beam, a brocade wrapper
is painted with autumn leaves and folding fans
as the border. In addition, birds, flowers, fruits,
and landscapes, etc. are painted inside the
border. However, the design seen in the rear hall
is different as there is no colored decoration on
the beam and tie beam. Instead, there are nine
wall paintings of similar sizes painted on the plate
above the screen door. These colorful and rich
paintings remain to be priceless not only in artistic
value but also in historic significance just as the
grand building itself. They are China's cultural

treasure and invaluable heritage.

© For half a century, the historians' interest in
the history of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom

has increased consistently. Therefore, the
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colored paintings and wall paintings in the
Mansion also caught the eyes of the experts
and scholars. In June 1953, Mr. Luo Ergang
was invited to visit the Prince Zhong's Mansion.
He combined the research papers written by
Professor Chen Congzhou, and his own on-
site study, consequently, completed a book
enfitled, “A Study of the Prince Zhong's Mansion
in Suzhou". He published a catalog for the
colored paintings and wall paintings of the
Prince Zhong's Mansion for the first time. In 1956,
Mr. Xue Rensheng was asked to make replicas
of 16 colored paintings, which were collected
in “Suzhou Painting" published in 1959. Later in
1982, these 9 wall paintings on the north wall of
the rear hall were included in "The Wall Paintings
of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom" edited by
Mr. Yao Qian. Again, in 1994, "The Art of the

Taiping Heavenly Kingdom" (Volumes A and B)

of the Mansion of Prince Zhong of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom

compiled by Nanjing Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
History Museum including a total of 138 pieces
of colored paintings and wall paintings from the
Prince Zhong's Mansion. The landscape drawings
on the front porch of the front hall and the
patch from different periods often illustrated as
evidences for their research papers and works.
However, a publication fo fruly, comprehensively
and objectively reflect the entire colored
paintings and wall paintings from the Prince
Zhong's Mansion has yet been compiled due to

a number of concerns.

© In August 1997, a group of experts were
organized to work on the protection strategy
by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage,
Division of Museums, and Department of
Conservation to plan on the overall maintenance
and conservation of the Prince Zhong's Mansion.
An official approval on the actual renovation was

issued in March 1998. To implement

the program, Suzhou




Museum conducted a full photograph session on
all existing colored paintings and wall paintings
in Year 2000. The Cultural Relics Publishing House
was asked again in 2010 to take more photos all
over the chambers and halls. The painfings are
numbered to 341 pieces. Based on the result, and
with careful editing, the book, “The Architectural
Colored Paintings of the Mansion of Prince
Zhong of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom”, was finally

completed and published.

As it was known in the past, the colored
painting was a type of decorative painting
for the traditional Chinese buildings, primarily,
to enhance the appearance and extend the
lifespan of the wood structure. Therefore, to
determine the age of the paintings, we must also
take the age of the building intfo consideration.
In other words, the time when the building
was constructed, is also an important basis to
determine the age of the painting. Many scholars
hold different views on the time the Mansion was
built. Take the middle section for example: some
assert that the halls and two adjacent courts
were built at the same time during the duration
of the Kingdom. Therefore, the existing paintings
in the Mansion seemingly complied with what the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom advocated, by not
doing any portrait of ‘people’. This practice was
significantly different from Suzhou-style paintings
found in other buildings built in Qing Dynasty.

In addition, from the shapes of the column
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bases and designs of the front hall, the different
architectural styles can also be seen between
the front and rear halls. After the destruction of
temples and houses during Li Xiucheng troops'
taking over Suzhou, as documented in the history
books, the existing enfrance, sedan chair and
front halls as well as the rear hall all had been laid
out for the relocation of other buildings. Thus, only
9 wall paintings can be credited to the period of
the Kingdom. Furthermore, compared with the
architectural design with Caiyi Hall in Changshu
City, and those colored paintings with Ningde
Hall in the town of Dongshan, we may draw a
conclusion that most of the colored paintings in

the Mansion were painted during Ming Dynasty.

© To conduct any research on any subject,
we must first thoroughly study and understand
the subject. This book is primarily compiled for
the readers to learn about the colorful and
elegant colored paintings from the Prince Zhong'
s Mansion of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. We
certainly hope more audience will visit the palace
after reading the book. Moreover, scholars of
different views will express their thoughts and
recommendations to help the general public truly
appreciate those paintings as well preserving
Suzhou-style painting; one of the cultural treasures

of the traditional Chinese art.

Academic Committee of Suzhou Museum

September 2010
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" The Entrance Hall

Those colored paintings were scattered on the rafters and tie beams all over the central bay, from east to
west, internal and external.Visually there are already 73 pieces of brocade wrapper ( &l ( Ming-Qing )
Colorful decorative painting derived from covering building elements with brocades in ancient times,
usually painted in the center of the beam ) , 34 pieces of Ruyi heads ( #&k Colorful decorative paintings
at two ends of the beam, derived from covering building elements with brocades. ) . Totalled 107.

All those decorative paintings are covered with dark reddle paint, from which we can still see the rough
sketch. It could be told, from the remaining prints, that most of them are with dragon and phoenix patterns.
For example, three pieces of “Two Dragons Playing Pearl” on the tie beam, are vividly designed and we

can see the indistinctive outline of the dragons with silvery white.
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