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Unit One

Text

At sixty-five Francis Chichester set out to sail single-
handed round the world. This is the story of that adventure.

Sailing Round the World

Before he sailed round the world single-handed, Francis
Chichester had already surprised his friends several times. He
had tried to fly round the world but failed. That was in 1931.

The years passed. He gave up flying and began sailing. He
enjoyed it greatly. Chichester was already 58 years old when he
won the first solo transatlantic sailing race. His old dream of
going round the world came back, but this time he would sail.
His friends and doctors did not think he could do it, as he had
lung cancer. But Chichester was determined to carry out his
plan. In August, 1966, at the age of nearly sixty-five, an age
when many men retire, he began the greatest voyage of his life.
Soon, he was away in his new 16-metre boat, Gipsy Moth.

Chichester followed the route of the great nineteenth
century clipper ships. But the clippers had had plenty of crew.
Chichester did it all by himself, even after the main steering
device had been damaged by gales. Chichester covered 14, 100
miles before stopping in Sydney, Australia. This was more than
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twice the distance anyone had previously sailed alone.

He arrived in Australia on 12 December, juét 107 days out
from England. He received a warm welcome from the
Australians and from his family who had flown there to meet
him. On shore, Chichester could not walk without -help.
Everybody said the same thing: he had done enough; he must
not go any further. But he did not listen.

After resting in Sydney for a few weeks, Chichester set off
once more in spite of his friends’ attempts to dissuade him. The
second half of his voyage was by far the more dangerous part,
during which he sailed round the treacherous Cape Horn.

On 29 January he left Australia. The next night, the
blackest he had ever known, the sea became so rough that the
boat almost turned over. Food, clothes, and broken glass were
all mixed together. Fortunately, the damage to the boat was not
too serious. Chichester calmly got into bed and went to sleep.
When he woke up, the sea had become calm again. Still, he
could not help thinking that if anything should happen, the
nearest person he could contact by radio, unless there was a ship
nearby, would be on an island 885 miles away.

After succeeding in sailing round Cape Horn, Chichester
sent the following radio message to London:“] feel as if I had
wakened from a nightmare. Wild horses could not drag me down
to Cape Horn and that sinister Southern Ocean again. ”

Just before 9 o’clock on Sunday evening 28 May, 1967, he
arrived back in England, where a quarter of a million people
were waiting to welcome him. Queen Elizabeth I knighted ‘him
with the very sword that Queen Elizabeth I had used almost 400
years earlier to knight Sir Francis Drake after he had sailed round
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the world for the first time. The whole voyage from England and
back had covered 28, 500 miles. It had taken him nine months,
of which the sailing time was 226 days. He had done what he
wanted to accomplish.

'Like many other adventurers, Chichester had experienced
fear and conquered it. In doing so, he had undoubtedly learnt
something about himself. Moreover, in the modern age when
human beings depend so much on machines, he had given men

throughout the world new pride.

"New Words

single-handed ['singl'hzendid] a. sad., HEJE(HE)

adventure [ad'ventfo]n. BB GESD
solo ['saulou] a. g
transatlantic ['treenzat'leentik] a. B KTEER
lung [1ag] n. fi

cancer [ 'keensa ] n. 15
determined [di'to:mind] a. TE THulH

determine v.

determination n.

retire {ri'taia] vi. HERF

voyage [voidz] n. . s e

route [ru:t] a. BE 2

clipper {'klipa] ». R W A

crew [kru:] =. ' SRR &R FH R
steer [stia] vt. y, AL e B
device [di'vais] n. W& A

steering device n. R



damage ['demid3] vz, yn.
gale [geil] n.

cover vi.

previously [ 'pri:vijesli] ad.

previous q.
attempt [o'tempt] v. ..
dissuade [di'sweid] vt.

treacherous ['tretforas] a.

cape [keip] n.

rough a.

fortunately [fo:tfonitli] ad.

fortunate a.
contact ['kontaekt] ve.
nearby ['niabai] ad.
following ['folouin] a.
waken v,
nightmare ['naitmeoa] n.
drag wvt.
sinister ['sinista] a.
knight [nait] n.

ut.

sword [sod] ».

accomplish [a'komplif] vr.

conquer ['kogka] vz.

undoubtedly [An'dautidli] ad.

moreover [mo:'rauva ] ad.
human ['hjurmen] a.
being ['bi:ir] .
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Phrases & Expressions

set out 5F .75

give up ) HF

be determined to (do) el (O

(all) by oneself :

in spite of & BR

by far e 8%

turn over D) BE, () E
can not help ' ®BAE

Proper Names

Francis Chichester ['fra:mnsis 'tfitfisto] 3EEIPEHT - A VIR E:

Gipsy Moth ['dzipsi 'mof] R - Hifr

Sydney ['sidni] R QRAFIIRT)

Cape Horn R AGEFD

London ['landan ] B

Elizabeth [i'lizabaf] FWPEH(LFB)

Drake [dreik] HEE R
Notes

1. Francis Chichester(1901 - 1972) : British adventurer who
in 1966 - 1967 sailed round the world alone in a 53-foot yacht (/
jot/ RAE), the “Gipsy Moth IV”. He published two books. The
Lonely Sea and the Sky(1964) and The Gipsy Moth Circles the
World (1967).
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2. clipper ship: a large sailing vessel of the 19th century. It
carried many sails on its three tall masts (#i #) that sloped
backwards. With all sails spread, the clipper ship was the fastest
ship before the steamship.

3. The Southern Ocean: waters surrounding Antarctica (F§
#¥). These waters are the southernmost parts of the Atlantic,
Pacific, and Indian oceans. It is also called the Antarctic QOcean.

4. Elizabeth T (1926- ): Queen of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland since 1952. .

5. the very sword that Queen Elizabeth 1 had used:

The adjective “very” is used here for emphasis (3&i#). More
examples ;

You are the very man we are-looking for.

The very thought of going home makes her happy.

6. Elizabeth I (1533-1603): Queen of England and Ireland
(1558-1603). .

She was one of the most powerful rulers in English history.
The time when she reigned (421 is called the Elizabethan Age,
and it was a long period of forty-five years, when England
became very rich and powerful.

7. Sir Francis Drake (1540-1596): English navigator (Jif} 1§
) and explorer (3£ % ). He was the first Englishman to sail

round the world.



Test 1

I, BREHEZ /M1 4,38 30 )
ME/NEAB.CDEAEEHELEHREER.

1. I always go to school bus. -
A. on B. in
C. by D. to
2. There left for us to eat.
A. isn’t anything B. isn’t nothing
C. isn’t something D. is anything
3. There are children in this school than in the other
one.
A. less B. not many
C. not as much D. fewer

4. She has given you a great deal of help,

A. isn’t she? B. haven’t she?
C. didn’t she? D. hasn’; she?
5. *Have you read the book yet?’ )
“Yes, 1 have read it.’
A. still . B. just
C. yet D. almosgt
6. The man prevented the dog the little girl.
A. from attacking B. from attack
C. not to attack ' D. against attacking
7. She has lived in this village 1973.
A. for B. since
C. until D. to



8.

9.

. 10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

When he wakes up, he out of bed at once.
A. is getting B. got
C. was getting D. gets
I’ve picked some flowers. to have one?
A. Would you like B. Do you like
C. Will you like D. Are you liking
We had rain this year than last year.
A. less B. least
C. little D. a little
Why did you _ the ball so hard?
A. threw B. threwed
C. throw D. throwed
I am reading a book very interesting.
A. 1t is B. it’s
~ C. which is D. and which is
He did not drive through the town because there
A. was too many traffics. B. were too many traffics.
C. was too much traffic. D. were too much traffic.
He asked the shopkeeper what the of the watch
was.
A. costs B. price
C. amount D. money
My school is different yours.
A. as B. than
C. for D. from
1 do not know what
A. shall 1 do. ' B. is for me to do.
C. to do. D. shall I do?
The writing was that no one could read it.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

- 25.

26.

A. bad " B. that bad

C. so bad - D. very bad

That is the man dog bit me.

A. who’s B. that

C. his D. whose

You may begin when you ready.

A. are B. shall be

C. have been D. can be

When I was younger, I to play with toys.
A. was used B. did used

C. used D. was use
Twishl ] a teacher but I'm not.

A, am B. were

C. shall be D. would be
‘Must we do it now?’ ‘No,you ’

A. must, B. needn’t.

C. did not need. D. need.

After he » we saw his bag,on the table.
A. has left B. leave

C. had left D. have left

If1 him, I will give him your message.
A. see B. will see

C. saw D. could see

The room was so full of that the firemen could not
get in.

A. a smoke B. the smoke

C. smokes D. ‘smoke

The coats were lying on a chair.

A. mens’ B. mens



27.

28.

29.

30.

IL

TH&AGRAHENLRI LTS, Kb - LRENFEERER

C. mans' D. men’s

One of the houses not yet been completed.
A.is B. has

C. have D. was

She asked him open the door.

A. please B. to

C. will he D. he would

The policeman asked him why ~~ the window.
A. did he break B. he break

C. he did break D. he had broken
Would you mind the door. please?

A. to close B. closed

C. closing D. to closed

B CBR/NVEL 1 43038 10 4

A.B.C.D jof& i #4b, JFERIE.

. He is not such a fool that you assumed him to _be.
B —C

To who shall I give this box of candy?
AT BT C D

He feel sure who wins the election will have the support of

the parties.

The reason for my long absence from class was because I was
B

ill for 2 weeks.

. The moon having no atmosphere, there can be no wind; nor,

of course, there can be any noise.

010‘



6. Little was expected that he would fulfil his task so rapidly.
A B C , 5

7. In no way passengers can smoke in the air conditioned bus.
A % C D

8. Scarcely the injured man had arrived at the hospital when he
A B C

rushed into the ogeratin’g room.

9. It’s not safe to place too much confidence on your ability

to Eass the examination without working hard.

10. Seeing her younger sister back from Sinjiang, she wept of
Tg "B C D
joy.

IIL. (e 38 i (/MR 2 43 53K 30 43)
BT IS B E AR R REETE,
(1)

A man and his wife had a small bar near a station. The bar
often stayed open until after midnight, because people came to
drink there while they were waiting for trains.

At two o’clock one morning, one man was still sitting at a
table in the small bar. He was asleep. The barman’s wife wanted
to go to bed. She looked into the bar several times, and each
time the man was still there. Then at last she went to her
husband and said to him. “You’ve woken that man six times
now. George, but he isn’t drinking anything. Why haven’t you
sent him away? It’s very late.”

“Oh, no, I don’t want to send him away.” answered her
husband with a smile. “You see, whenever 1 wake him up, he
asks for his bill, and when I bring it to him he pays it. Then he

« 11 -



