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Preface

The book The Analects of Confucius is a collection of what Confucius and some
of his disciples said. It is a bright pearl in the Chinese cultural heritage, which has
exercised great influence both at home and abroad. Its main contents are: Confucius’
doctrine of benevolence; Confucius’ view of the superior person; Confucius’ political
propositions; Confucius’ view of teaching and learning and Confucius’ comments on
some people and some events.

Confucius’ doctrine of benevolence is, in fact, a doctrine to self-improve one's
character and a standard of an ideal character set for man. Confucius defines
benevolence as “Love all men.” He believes: Benevolence is the total of many
virtues. It consists of such virtues as filial piety, respect for one’s elder brothers,
moral righteousness, proprieties wisdom, faithfulness, sincerity, altruism,
generosity, respectfulness, bounty, uprightness, firmness, resolution, daring,
simplicity and slowness in speech. And filial piety and respect for one’s elder brothers
are the root of benevolence. Moral righteousness acts as the internal regulating
device for benevolence. It makes benevolence present itself properly. So it is nothing
but proper benevolence. Moral righteousness plays the regulating function in the
following ways: 1. When a person is confronted with personal gains, moral



righteousness makes him practise benevolence, that is, to refuse to take what he
should not take. 2. When a person is confronted with others’ gains or public’s gains,
moral righteousness makes him practise benevolence, that is, to step forward boldly
to strive for others’ gains or public’'s gains. 3. Moral righteousness makes a person
practise benevolence in front of the good or the evil, that is, to discern the good from
the evil so as to punish the evil and praise the good. The proprieties are the external
manifestation of benevolence, and to act on the proprieties is to practise
benevolence. The proprieties are also the external regulating device for benevolence
and all the concrete virtues may go wrong if they are not regulated by the proprieties.
Benevolence must be the content as well as the soul of the proprieties and without the
content and the soul the proprieties are a mere formality, which is meaningless.
Benevolence can only present itself in practice, and whether a man is benevolent or
not, must, in the last analysis, be judged by his own conduct. Therefore, Confucius
attaches great importance to deeds, and is opposed to the fact that words go beyond
deeds. In Confucius’ opinion, man is not born benevolent and benevolence is only
attained by constant study and self-cultivation in his life-time. Therefore, he stresses
that in attainment to benevolence one must make his own effort, give full play to his
own initiative, be good at learning as well as pondering over what he is learning,
always examine himself, be perseverant and never for a single moment slacken.

By the criterion of benevolence Confucius classifies men as the sage, the
superior person and the mean person. The sage and the superior person both
possess the ideal character, that is to say, they are all benevolent, they all practise
benevolence and moral righteousness, and they all possess excellent dispositions.
The sage is even superior to the superior person. The sage can exert benevolence
upon all men. The mean person is just the opposite of the superior person. Confucius
often puts the dispositions of the superior person together with those of the mean
person so that they are in sharp contrast with each other.

Collected in The Analects of Confucius are many of Confucius’ political
propositions such as “To govern a state by means of virtues. ” “Enrich the people. ”
“Educate the people. ” “To govern a state by means of the modesty in the form of the
proprieties. ” “To promote the upright and put aside the evil. ” “To lead the people
with correctness.” “ To promote the good and teach the incompetent. 7 etc.
Confucius thinks that the fundamental purpose for the superior person to engage in
government is to practise benevolence and moral righteousness, that is, to work in
the interests of the people. Confucius also thinks that the rulers should set good
examples for the people with their own conduct so as to win the people’s trust.



Also collected in The Analects of Confucius are Confucius’ view of teaching and
learning such as*“Don't inspire disciples until they think hard but fail to understand the
knowledge. Don't help out disciples until they are eager to express themselves but fail
to do so.” “To learn without thinking will get deceived. To think without learning will
get confused.” “To learn and then constantly review and practise what has been
learned. ” etc. Confucius attaches great importance to the teaching of poems and
music. He thinks that poems can arouse one’s mind and help improve one'’s virtues,
and that music can stir up one’s kindness and create harmonious relationship among
the people. Just because of these, Confucius stresses that poems and music must
be characterized by benevolence. He not only uses benevolence as the criterion to
judge musical compositions and poems, but also manages to sort out and collate The
Book of Songs and to examine and revise the music after his return to the State of Lu
from his travel in other states.

Also collected in The Analects of Confucius are Confucius’ comments on some
people and some events. When he makes comments on people and events, he
always uses benevolence as the criterion and he does not readily say that so and so
is benevolent.

In order to popularize the Chinese traditional culture and to let more Chinese
people and more foreign people understand the originals of the book The Analects of
Confucius, | have offered here its detailed explanations and translations. | have not
only offered detailed notes to each of the notional characters, but also to each of the
function characters and the ancient Chinese sentence patterns. | have translated its
originals not only into simple modern Chinese but also into simple English. Besides, |
have offered concise reviews of many of the chapters.

Any comments or criticisms from readers will be appreciated.

Wang Fulin
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AFH:“¥TaiBRE Confucius said, “Isn’t it a pleasure for one
BELS MG, A4 &4 tolean and then constantly review and practise
Attt Em? HER#4  what he has already learned? Is
By AT 7 Kk, T4 & 4% for one to have like-minded people oming fromfy'
B ED? I AF T faraway places? If others dont know him, he
o, EF &, X FHEFE doesn't feel displeased. Isn't it a superior
F R EG2” person’s bearing?”
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HF W “TAHA Youzi said, “Those who are filial to their parents
FMKE,HELKH X  and respectful to their elder brothers and yet like to
E%E M A& AbH,  disobey their superiors are few. Those who don't like
TEXRENELFHFESH to disobey their superiors and yet like to start riots
WE W AREBHW, # have never been found. A superior person devotes
FEH FZIRKXFHF4  himself to the cultivation of the fundamental virtues—
ERLK, LT XHM filial piety and respect for his elder brothers—the
EMW, a4, £ establishment of which will certainly result in
REFabE XKW, A  benevolence. Filial piety and respect for one’s elder
B AR A 7 brothers, | think, must be the root of benevolence!”
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A FETEEH— Confucius said, “ Those who utter fine
Bt AERHETFINARMB LA words and put on an insinuating look are
1B Hy )" seldom benevolent!”

BFE.“EA=SEE5. HAETALEFE? SPHEAXTAE
9 1%%2"?”

E: . BT ALTHFAE BE, aK(shén §),FFR(YIA), 2. B2 EGET
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TR teacher?”
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3. 2. REMBYIE AL T, 4. 3AFHE,ERRBLERSE, 5 F.K
FEAF, 6 m AFOBEAN R MALR, AFHINELL AETFHAL", 7. £
#EA, 8 WHR.YHFEL, 9. ALK E R, 10. 4&: 428, 4ER,

1. R84, 12, R E AL EEAG AR 485 TRE”, 13, B K
B, “ART BEPRIBRET,FEPCRERHE", 14 XB AFRHTABMA X, A
EREIRTC, 8.6, ZARCHEGRI. TR R ERUKN ZEERKEE,

TR EARE,

LFH:“RE-AHAE Confucius said, “Ruling a country that has
—THEENER,ZFE 1,000 chariots, the ruler should attend to the
BV Mtk E, 3k H  state affairs reverently and sincerely, be
HEHR, E¥ AWM F X3+ economical in expenditure, love his subordinates
HEFH T, MAFAEEHE and employ his people without causing delay in
FRKE " their farming. ”
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LFH:“FRAE Confucius said, “ The young people, when at
R ERZIRMXE, H  home, should be filial to their parents and when
MEA W ERS%ER away from home, should be respectful to their
¥, NGEMFEB#EAE, elders. The young people should be prudent and
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trustworthy, cherish a deep love for all and be near
and dear to the benevolent. If they have energy left
after they have well done all these, they should
learn The Book of Songs The Book of History, the
proprieties and music.
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Zixia said, “If a person attaches importance
to his wife's virtue, not her‘;‘feature:é' does his
utmost in serving his parents, devotes hls? ife to
serving his prince and keeps his i
intercourse with his friends. | mustf Say'that he has
learned The Book of Songs The Book of H/story,f
the proprieties and music, though other people
may say that he has not. L
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LFR:“BEFFAEER Confucius said, “ Without gravity and
RAEE® ¥ ehmif s  solemnity,a superior person will not be dignified
THAEH, BEF#EFAEL and his knowledge will not be solid. He gives
LEFMFRERAEAY EM first place to faithfulness and truthfulness. He
B A5 Xl &ty A doesn't make friends with those who are not as
XK. A T4 A %E good as himself. When he has faults, he does
B E " not fear to correct them. ”
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IR EEHAER Zengzi said, “If careful attention is paid to
BHES, FHLRY#E  parents funerals, and sacrifices are given to

AWML, EEHWEMR ancestors who died long ago, the people’s
LHEAREREET.” virtue will consequently become excellent. ”

+, T8EFFRE:“RXFETEHBL, HEHEE, k=57 #15
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FEETREE: RN E Zigin asked Zigong, “ When our
master comes to any country, he is sure
to learn about its state affairs. Does he
ask for them or are they given to him?”
Zigong said, “Our master is gentle,kind,
courteous, temperate and modest. As a
result, he gets them without asking. His
way of getting them, | guess, must be

THREREN T ELRE?” quite different from that of others?”
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5% AFH U —PABRE Confucius said, “When a person’s father
Lo EEHRE, N EMHE R, is alive, observe his aspirations. When his
,;f% WREFE HAEMM 4TS, father is dead, observe his conduct. If he, in
A = WMEXNMAERXER)E =42 three years after his father's death, does not
;E fﬁ S 3(/}: REMEME, T turn away from his father’'s way, he can be
S5 NEMHREZET T counted as a filial son.”
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+Z. . BFE:HZA AR, EEZE iAx,/NKBZ. B
FRARFT : FFmA, AL T Z, IR AR i7"

E:l AFAABE=FiE, 2. AL AMNRILRRAGRGBAETH, BE
A0 R SRAIARAR R A K AT XA R e, AP BAE R T S RKAELEE T
B HLE, BT ®A, AN LFAJCXARILT Kok £ & T 466 20U K E T E 12
ZRA—FrAAL B TR E, X AERTAHLEBNERTHAEN, “4L"MET L
T 2 E5 KYOFRHF, A EFED T EAMNG RSB W ARG LHRET
AHRE Bt ATRE RGN BALR THERATHER, AL HRRTBHERE S,
“BATEF RAGETHLERGONE, A" HERIL, A, ELFHI-FIRE P,
AU RCA=T WS EA I, B AR A E@AATE, AL A — RS A6y Xk
AMBEFA=" o FTAB, G XTARAR =", 3. 2. FPehg— A" 2
MBS TN, B wWACZTRKRE, B, 4 RER, 5 fede
WL RBPAIEARRE R, 6. A TR EACATERFE, EFR, T, It
THZAL, 8 A£X . +RFE, 9 B ARB)FE"ALZHEL, XEZH“E"F
P EAk”, 100 M. AKF, ABE FOXT B RAFK, 1l £:.4F, 120
X:KEAFE, 13, wRA, 14 AR RAT R LA BRI A HE
E, AP "R TREG AR, TS — e CHITRAT ERCAATR
BEE4E" ., 15, fefe. Rl B feik, 160 M. A FWE, FATFER AETAm”,
17. VAN A BHEEEG TS S T A", 18, F.A%, 19. .28,
AL Fb”, 20, & RERE,RATREHEA, TRER, 21 XE,FFEHT
LHELEERPHNEEK.

HFWH:CHALEU Youzi said, “The thing to be prized in applying
Foik AFR% %A hE, & the proprieties is to achieve the harmony among
KEETWLE =3 people. Among the ways the ancient kings
WA A% . W14k  adopted to rule their countries, this is excellent.



