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Unit One
A Day’s Wait

Ernest Hemingway

1 He came into the room to shut the windows while we were
still in bed and I saw he looked ill. He was shivering, his face was
white, and he walked slowly as though it ached to move.

2 “What’s the matter, Schatz?”

3 “I’ve got a headache.”

4 “You better go back to bed.”

5 “No. I'm all right.”

6 “You go to bed. I’ll see you when I'm dressed.”

7 But when I came downstairs he was dressed, sitting by the fire,
looking a very sick and miserable boy of nine years. When I put my
hand on his forehead I know he had a fever.

8 “You go up to bed,” I said, “you’re sick.”

9 “I’m all right,” he said.

10 When the doctor came he took the boy’s temperature. “What
is it?” I asked him.

11 “One hundred and two.”

12 Downstairs, the doctor left three different medicines in
different coloured capsules with instructions for giving them. One

was to bring down the fever, another a purgative, the third to
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overcome an acid condition. The germs of influenza can only exist in
an acid condition, he explained. He seemed to know all about
influenza and said there was nothing to worry about if the fever did
not go above one hundred and four degrees. This was a light
epidemic of flu and there was no danger if you avoided pneumonia.

13 Back in the room I wrote the boy’s temperature down and
made a note of the time to give the various capsules.

14 “Do you want me to read to you?”

15 “All right. If you want to,” said the boy. His face was very
white and there were dark areas under his eycs. He lay still in the bed
and seemed very detached from what was going on.

16 I read aloud from Howard Pyle’s Book of Privates; but I
could see he was not following what I was reading.

17 “How do you feel, Schatz?” I asked him.

18 “Just the same, so far,” he said.

19 I sat at the foot of the bed and read to myself while I waited
for it to be time to give another capsule. It would have been natural
for him to go to sleep, but when I looked up, he was looking at the
foot of the bed, looking very strangely.

20 “Why don’t you try to sleep? I'll wake you up for the
medicine.”

21 “ I’d rather stay awake.”

22 After a while he said to me, “You don’t have to stay in here
with me, Papa, if it bothers you.”

23 “It doesn’t bother me.”
24 “No, I mean you don’t have to stay if it’s going to bother
you.”

25 I thought perhaps he was a little lightheaded and after giving
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him the prescribed capsules at eleven o’clock I went out for a while.

26 It was a bright, cold day, the ground covered with a sleet that
had frozen so that it seemed as if all the bare trees, the bushes, the cut
brush and all the grass and the bare ground had been varnished with
ice. I took the young Irish setter for a little walk up the road and
along a frozen creek, but it was difficult to stand or walk on the
glassy surface and the red dog slipped and slithered and I fell twice,
hard, once dropping my gun and having it slide away over the ice.

27 We flushed a covey of quail under a high clay bank with
overhanging brush and I killed two as they went out of sight over the
top of the bank. Some of the covey lit in trees, but most of them
scattered into brush piles and it was necessary to jump on the
ice-coated mounds of brush several times before they would flush.
Coming out while you were poised unsteadily on the icy, springy
brush they made difficult shooting and I killed two, missed five, and
started back pleased to have found a covey close to the house and
happy there were so many left to find on another day.

28 At the house they said the boy had refused to let anyone
come into the room.

29 “You can’t come in.” he said. “You mustn’t get what I have.”

30 I went up to him and found him in exactly the position I had
left him, white-faced, but with the tops of his cheeks flushed by the
fever, staring still, as he had stared, at the foot of the bed.

31 I took his temperature.

32 “Something like a hundred.” I said. It was one hundred and -
two and four-tenths.

33 “It was a hundred and two,” he said. .

34 “Who said so?”
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35 “The doctor.”

36 “Your temperature is all right,” I said. “It’s nothing to worry
about.”

37 “I don’t worry,” he said, “but I can’t keep from thinking.”

38 “Don’t think,” I said, “Just take it easy.”

39 “I'm taking it easy,” he said and looked straight ahead. He
was evidently holding tight onto himself about something.

40 “Take this with water.”

41 “Do you think it will do any good?”

42 “Of course it will.”

43 1 sat down and opened the Pirate book and commenced to
read, but I could see he was not following, so I stopped.

44 “About what time will it be before I die?”

45 “You aren’t going to die. What’s the matter with?”

46 “Oh, yes, I am. I heard him say a hundred and two.”

47 “People don’t die with a fever of one hundred and two.
That’s a silly way to talk.”

48 “I know they do. At school in France the boys told me you
can’t live with forty-four degrees. I’ve got a hundred and two.”

49 “You poor Schatz,” I said. “Poor old Schatz. It’s like miles
and kilometers. You aren’t going to die. That’s a different
thermometer. On that thermometer thirty-seven is normal. On this
kind it’s ninety-eight.”

50 “Are you sure?”’

51 “Absolutely,” I said. “It’s like miles and kilometers. You
know, like how many kilometers we make when we do seventy miles
in the car.”

52 “Oh,” he said.
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53 But his gaze at the foot of the bed relaxed slowly. The hold
over himself relaxed too, finally, and the next day it was very slack

and he cried very easily at little things that were of no importance.

Notes

1. Ernest Hemingway: Hemingway was an American writer
and journalist. He was the spokesman of the Lost Generation in the
1920s. He received the Pulitzer Prize in 1953 for The Old Man and
the Sea, and the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954.

2. Howard Pyle: Howard Pyle (1853-1911) was an American
illustrator and writer, primarily of books for young audiences. He
spent the last year of his life in Florence, Italy, where he died. His
major works include The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood and Otto
of the Silver Hand.

Glossary

shiver: v. to tremble, esp from cold or fear #4+ ( L35 B E 4
A )

Schatz: (German) darling, sweetheart

“I’ve got a headache.” “No. I’'m all right.”: “I've got a
headache.” He said. “No. I'm all right” he immediately added.

miserable: adj. very unhappy or uncomfortable; wretched %
ol R, FEL; THH

You go up to bed.: You go upstairs to bed.

what is it: what is his temperature?

one hundred and two: 102°Fahrenheit, approximately equal to
39°centigrade

capsule: n. plastic container shaped like a very small tube with
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medicine inside that you swallow whole &%

purgative: n. a substance that makes your bowels empty 5 %

acid: adj. (chemistry) containing acid or consisting of an acid
) '

germ: n. micro-organism, esp one capable of causing disease
Wil RE

influenza: n. infectious virus disease causing fever, muscular
pain and catarth AATHEF; A&

epidemic: n. a large number of cases of a disease that happen at
the same time AAT#

pneumohia: n. serious illness with inflammation of one or both
lungs, causing difficulty in breathing A %X

make a note of: to write down & TF, #LF

be detached from: not feeling involved with someone or
something in a close or emotional way RK&; FERLZH

lightheaded: adj. feeling as though you might fall down or
become unconscious, for example because you are drunk k¥ B B
#

prescribed: adj. decided by a law or rule #LE 49

sleet: n. falling snow or hail mixed withrain X EFXRE

varnish: v. to put varnish on (something) £ (%% ) L&k
3

setter: n. long-haired dog often trained to help hunters find
where animals or birds are #HRBH( LK, BI %R B B4 K
R VABIRE)

creek: n. small river; stream )7, Rk

slither: v. to slide somewhere over a surface, twisting or moving

from side to side #ERFBWFHRXAIT
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slide: v. (to cause something to) move smoothly along an even,
polished or slippery surface (4 X4 ) &3,

flush: v. Dto cause (birds) to fly suddenly, esp from
undergrowth 4 (%) R&¢#&; @ (of birds) fly suddenly, esp
from undergrowth (4§25 ) £ & % &; @ (of illness, feelings, etc.)
to cause (the face) to becomered (& &m. WHBF) & (@HK)
T4

covey: n. a small group of birds (& ) — %

quail: n. small bird, similar to a partridge #43%

clay: n. a type of heavy sticky earth that can be used for making
pots, bricks etc. £t Lt

light on/upon: to fly to something and sitonit &&fE----- t
3]

brush: n. land covered by small trees and shrubs; undergrowth
EARBIT, B4 A

mound: n. mass of piled-up earth; small hill Jf&; E3; 4
+ 5

poised: adj. not moving, but ready to move or do something at
any moment E&#H N, TLHBIFEAELH

springy: adj. something that is springy is soft and comes back
to its normal shape after being pressed or walked on  # # /7 8§

They made difficult shooting.: It was difficult to shoot them.

get: v. to become infected with (an illness); suffer from or be
affected by (a pain, etc.) &% (%)

something like: about X%, X

keep from doing: to present something from happening ¥ %,
FRLAE

evidently: adv. used to say that something is true because you
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can see thatitis true AR}, B K

tight: adv. very firmly or closely % %3, FFi

commence: v. to begin (something); to start ¥ ( X4y )

old: adj. used as a term of affection or intimacy M4EETH
MAFFXARGAE

thermometer: n. a piece of equipment that measures the
temperature of the air, of your body etc. & & it

hold on/over somebody/something: to influence or control
over/on somebody/something %", )

slack: adj. (of a person) giving little care and energy to a task

(FBA) BEW, REH
Exercises

1. Comprehension Questions

1. At what time did the boy enter his father’s room?

2. Why did the boy appear so strange and nervous after the
doctor had visited him?

3. Why had the boy refused anyone to come into his room?

4. What did the boy look like after he got a flu?

5. What does the title of the story probably mean?

6. Why did the boy cry very easily at little things the next day?

7. Why did the author describe the hunting scene to the short
story?

8. What kind of analogy did the father employ to make his son
understand he would not die?

I1. Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

( ) 1. When the father learned that his son was ill, he went to

the boy’s room to see him.



