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This book mainly attempts to offer some reading material to
postgraduates in general institutions of higher education for their learning
of Marxist Philosophy. When studying Marxist Philosophy, postgraduates
ought to come into contact with original works of classical writers on
Marxism. In the past, we usually chose {Engles’s Ludwig Feuerbach
und der Ausgang der klassischen deutschen Philosophie) and {ANTI-
DUHRING) as textbooks. After the long term’s teaching practice, such
a problem has been found that there are lots of western philosophers’
names and analytié criticism in the two books, which shows that Marxist
Philosophy has been formed and developed through the dialogue with
western philosophy. However, due to the influence of former teaching
materials, a fixed pattern has shaped easily, and the following cases
appeared. In the first situation, Marxist Philosophy thoughts is considered
as merely conclusions in previous textbooks, so that reading and
comprehension of original works would be lapped up without digesting,
and deep study and understanding about them becomes impossible. The
Second situation is, many students are puzzled with much thoughts in
original works of Marx and Engels because of their differences even
contradictions, with previous coursebooks. Thirdly, students do not

adapt well to the debating pattern of Marx and Engels. Instead of paying




enough attention to the methods of demonstration, they are only used to
ready-conclusion. Those conditions are obviously unfavourable to deep
comprehension and study of Marxist theories.

We are afraid that problems below would not be solved by
introducing some western philosophical history. The crux of the issue
lies in how to break the fixed pattern in students’ minds, which instead
of making detailed inquiries about how the ready conclusions or theories
came into being, they just consider learning Marxism as accepting the
ready things. In this case, it is essential for us to put such a question to the
students: How to demonstrate the truth of Marxism? Marxist Philosophy
must be investigated in the development of theoretical thinking of
western philosophy. Only when they can study Marxist Philosophy from
the perspective of human theoretical thinking, can students really get
rid of the original fixed patterns in learning Marxist Philosophy, thus
have the deep understanding that Marxist Philosophy is an inevitable
outcome of human theoretical thought development and her truth lies in
her scientific answer and solution of questions that predecessors were not
able to answer and solve. Only when she solves those difficult problems
left by the past, would she finally be proved in practice, and goes a
step further, proves the truth of Marxism. But, in order to demonstrate
the truth of Marxism theoretically, the only way is to learn Marxist
Philosophy through the development of human theoretical thinking level.
This reminds us of the words of Engels: “But theoretical thought is only
some born ability. This ability must be developed and exercised, for which
there is no other way till now except studying philosophy of the past.”

So we have decided to let students study the original works on

Marxist Philosophy from the perspective of western philosophy thinking



development. Beginin'ng with the development of Modern Philosophy,
we have selected some representative philosophers’ original works
on modern philosophy and contemporary philosophy to compile this
textbook. The text can be divided into two parts named Marxism and
Modern Western Philosophy and Marxism and Contemporary Western
Philosophy. The upper half shows the critically inherited relationship
between modern philosophy and Marxism, which has synthesized all
the excellent achievements of western philosophy, and which is also the
result of western traditional philosophy’s revolutionary reform. Thus to
prove the transcendence of Marxist Philosophy to subject-rationalism
of the West. The latter half shows the relationship between Marxist
Philosophy and contemporary philosophy. Due to its transcendence
subject-rationalism of the West, Marxist Philosophy has common
subjects, shared concern and similar characters with post-modernism,
which belongs to contemporary western philosophy. However, the former
has deeper thoroughness than the latter when comparing with their
criticism and deconstruction on Modernism. This not only illustrates the
extensiveness and profundity of Marxist Philosophy, but also proves her
irreplaceable role in the dealing with human survival and civilization.
This book has four features. To begin with, the selected
philosophers and passages of their original works are all classical. All the
chosen philosophers are great ones in the history of western philosophy,
who have significant positions and influence in the development of
western philosophy. And the selected original passages are all familiar
to people on the philosophical history. Besides, we pay much attention
on the logic behind the passages, which means the selected passages for

a certain philosopher are all aimed to demonstrate his basic thoughts




and the fundamental frame of his thought system. There is also some
inherited and critical relationship between the former philosophers and
the latter ones, as well as among different philosophy schools. What’s more,
the selected passages are relatively simple and easy, which are brief and
easy to read and comprehend. There are introductions of each philosopher
and every philosophy school in the text, so as to aid readers’ reading and
comprehension of the passages. Last, the textbook is well adaptable and it
can be used by postgraduates of non-philosophy majors in colleges.

In this book, the upper half Marxism and Modern Western
Philosophy was originally compiled by Chang Ni-ni, and the latter half
by Chu Hung, all the texts on Marxist Philosophy by Tao Hsiil-ao. The
book has been used in postgraduation education for more than 10 years
with encouraging achievements. It has helped postgraduates gaining
remarkable successes and has left a deep impression on them. In order to
consolidate these achievements, we have decided to formally publish the
textbook, which has been revised by Tao Hsili-ao, Bao Ye-he, and Wang
Li-Chi. Tao Hsiii-ao has written the Preface, the Forewords of the upper
and latter halves, and demonstrated and explained the basic thoughts in
Chapter Six Marx’s Practical Materialism. The thought introductions and
explications in Chapter One to Five of the upper half and Chapter Eight
to Nine of the latter half were written by Bao Ye-he. She has also added
relative original passages, revised and balanced the frame of the entire
book. Wang Li-Chi has written the thought introductions and explications
of Chapter Seven, Ten and Eleven of the latter half. Besides, Tao Hsili-ao
has corrected all the explications, especially that of Kant’s and Hegel’s
philosophy. As to the inappropriateness in the text, any comment or

criticism will be appreciated.
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