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SKILLS

CNN® Video Report
and Internet Topics
[

Chapter
and Title

Reading Skills Focus

R —

Structure Focus

Follow-up Activities
Skills Focus

Unit 1
Trends in Living
Page 1

» Listening and
Viewing:
CNN® Video
Report:
Nutrition Survey
Page 50

* Viewing and
Research:
Internet Search:
USDA Food
Pyramid
Page 50

* Reading Strategy
Page 51

Chapter 1
A Cultural
Difference:
Being on Time
Page 2

» Preview reading through title and
prereading questions

- Understand True/False, Multiple
Choice, Short Answer questions

* Use context clues to understand
and use vocabulary

« Identify main ideas and details

» Organize information using an
outline

« Use outline to recall and
summarize information

« Identify and compare parts
of speech in context: nouns,
verbs, and adjectives

* Recognize nouns by the
suffixes: -ing and -ation

* Use singular and plural
nouns; Affirmative and
negative verb forms
appropriately in sentences

« Speaking: Express opinions
supported by examples;
Predict

= Writing: Write a journal
entry; React personally to a
reading; Use a graphic
organizer to develop ideas

Chapter 2
Changing
Lifestyles and
New Eating
Habits
Page 18

* Preview reading through title and
prereading questions

* Understand True/False, Multiple
Choice, Short Answer questions

« Use context clues to understand
and use vocabulary

+ Identify main ideas and details

+ Organize information using a
flowchart

» Use flowchart to recall and
summarize information

* Read and interpret bar graphs

+ Make inferences

« Assert opinions

* Identify and compare parts
of speech in context: nouns,
verbs, and adjectives

* Recognize the suffix: -er

+ Use singular and plural
nouns; Affirmative and
negative verb forms
appropriately in sentences

« Listening: Share
information and support
opinions by example

» Writing: Write an
explanatory paragraph
using description and
examples; Write a journal
entry expyessing likes and
dislikes; Use a graphic
organizer to list ideas

Chapter 3
Dreams:
Making Them
Work for Us
Page 34

+ Preview reading through title and
prereading questions

+ Understand True/False, Multiple
Choice, Short Answer questions

* Use context clues to understand
and use vocabulary

» Identify main ideas and details

» Organize information using an
outline

» Use outline to recall and
summarize information

* Identify parts of speech in
context: adjectives and
nouns; Verbs and nouns

* Recognize the suffix: -ness

» Use the simple present
tense

* Listening: Develop
interview questions and
conduct an interview

* Writing: Write a journal
entry expressing likes and
dislikes

= Translation




SKILLS

Reading Skills Focus Structure Focus Follow-up Activities
Skills Focus
CNN® Video Report
and Internet Topics
Unit 2 Chapter 4 * Use prereading questions to « Identify parts of speech in « Discussion: Describe
Issues in Society Language:Is It activate background knowledge context: nouns, adjectives, nonverbal communication;
Page 55 Always Spoken?| - Preview illustrations and title to and verbs Research ASL and discuss
Page 56 aid comprehension resuits
* Understand True/False, Multiple * Use past, present, or future _
Choice, Short Answer questions verb tenses in the « Writing: Write a brief
» Skim reading for main idea affirmative or negative biography of a famous
« Scan for information form person with hearing loss;
z Write a journal entry about
Use context clues to understand + Recognize the suffixes:-in, > try 0
vocabulary earning sign language; List
k . . -t,and -ct and use them advantages and
* Organize information using an 1 c g
outline correctly disadvantages of the
» Use outline to recall and choi$e to remain non-
summarize information hearing or deaf
+ Choose correct dictionary
definitions
Chapter 5 « Use prereading questions to « |dentify parts of speech in « Discussion: Discuss causes
Loneliness: How| activate background knowledge context: nouns, adjectives, of loneliness and research
CanWe » Preview illustration and title to aid and verbs on the subject; Discuss
Overcome It? comprehension . result with class about
Page 71 * Understand True/False, Multiple * Use singular or plural survey
Choice, Short Answer questions nouns as required by . o
+ Use context clues to understand context *Wr mng;erte ajournal
vocabulary . entry about [oneliness;
*Reco uffixes:
* Skim reading for main idea and gmze.the 5 > Take a survey about
) 3 -ness and -ity and use them loneliness
scan for important details
s 8 : y cotrectly
+ Organize information using a
flowchart
» Use flowchart to recall and
summarize information
* Make inferences
» Choose correct dictionary
definitions
Chapter 6 + Use prereading questions to * Identify parts of speech in * Discussion: Make
« Listening and The acti\{ate backgrouncf knowledge context: nouns, verbs, and comparisons about
Viewing: Importance of | - Preview title to predict reading adjectives grandmothers and discuss
CNN® Video Grandmothers topic . . reasons for opinions;
Report: Page 85 * Understand True/False, Multiple ) Re.cogmze the suffixes: Discuss unit themes and
Grandparents as Choice, Short Answer questions -tion and -ce support ideas with
Parents « Skim reading for main idea examples
Page 103 = Scan for supporting details « Use the affirmative or
* Make inferences negative of a past, present, | . wyiting: Conduct
* Viewing and . ize i i i 9: asutvey
o e’ag o Organize information using a or future verb tense and record answers in a
iy flowchart . chart; Write a journal entr
Internet Search: * Use flowchart to recall and * Use singular and plural Bourfhetet f 4
Stgn Language summiarize information forms of nouns oM 4 h'T 4 reatment.o
Page 104 + Use context clues to understand grancEntiare
* Reading Strate vocabulary * Translation
= 9 » Read and interpret data in pie and anshs
Page 104
bar charts




SKILLS

Chapter Reading Skills Focus Structure Focus Follow-up Activities
and Title Skills Focus

CNN®VideoReport

|_and Internet . -

Unit3 Chapter 7 * Preview visuals and title to aid « Identify parts of speech in « Discussion: Discuss process
Justice and Innocent Until comprehension and predict reading context: nouns, verbs, and of arrest in small greups;
Crime Proven Guilty: content adjectives Read different print media
Page 107 The Criminal * Use prereading questions to . about a crime and conduct

Court System activate background knowledge * Recognize the suffixes: atrial
Page 108 * Understand True/False, Multiple -mentand -ity - _ .
Cholce, Short Answer questions SR O L — * Writing: White an opinion
+ Skim reading for main idea . journal entry about
~Make [nféfences negative of a past, present, participating in a jury;
future verb tense i
« Organize information using a or Write and compare
flowchart * Use singular and plural adanGgesand
+ Use flowchart to recall and forms of nouns dlsadvan'tag'es of justice
summarize information systems in different
« Use context clues to understand countries
yocabylary * Viewing: Observe a
» Choose correct dictionary definitions courtroom trial and report
- observations to class
Chapter 8 * Preview visuals and title to aid » Identify parts of speech in « Discussion: Discuss famous
The Reliability comprehension and predict reading context: nouns and verbs, cases of mistaken identity
of Eyewitnesses| content adjectives, prepositions " ) .
Page 124 + Use prereading questions to activate * Writing: Write an opinion
background knowledge * Recognize the suffixes: paragraph about
+ Understand True/False, Multiple -ence and -ance e){ewitness reliability; Write
Choice, Shart Answer questions « Use the affirmative o a journal entry about
« Skim reading for main idea . witnessing a crime
v % 3 negative of a past, present,
+» Organize information using an ot frturevarh tense
outline
’ * Use outline to recall and summarize | . Yse singular and plural
information forms of nouns
* Use context clues to understand
vocabulary
+ Choose correct dictionary definitions

« Listening and Chapte'r 9 » Use. prereading questions to « Identify parts of speech in » Discussion: Explain your
Viewing: S?Ivmg Crime activate background knowledge context: nouns and verbs opinion about the
CNN® Video with Modern about crime and technology i ] reliability of evidence such
Report: Technology * Understand True/False, Multiple * Recognize “_‘e suffixes: as fingerprints; Discuss
FORaREE Page 142 Ch'oice, St'tort Answe'r questions -ment and -ity topics such as arrest,
Animation « Skim reaf!mg for main u!ea « Use the affirmative or ewder!ce, eyewitnesses,
Page 160 *Scan fgr important details riegativeof a past, present, and crime technology

“Makeinferences or future verb ten;e ' i ;

« Viewing and + Organize information using a chart . * Writing: Make a list about
Research: « Use chart to recall and summarize « Use singular and plural C"'[“e'SS"V'"g technology;
[nternet Search: information forms:of nouns Write a journal entry about
Forensic « Use context clues to understand technology and crime
Animation/Local vocabulary .

Crime Statistics + Choose correct dictionary definitions Tiaosliedon
Page 161 * Study visual aids and make :
comparisons

* Reading Strategy «Read and interpret data in line

Page 161 graphs
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KILLS

Unit

CNN® Video Report

Chapter
and Title

Reading Skills Focus

Structure Focus

Follow-up Activities
Skills Focus

and Internet Topics
R

Unit4
Science and
History
Page 165

Chapter 10
Ancient

. Artifacts and
Ancient Air
Page 166

= Use background knowledge to
understand reading through
prereading questions

* Understand True/False, Multiple
Choice, Short Answer questions

» Scan reading for main idea

» Use context clues to understand
vocabulary

+ Take notes and organize
information using an outline

* Use outline to recall and
summarize information

» Select accurate dictionary
definitions

* Use parts of speech
correctly in context: nouns,
verbs, adjectives, and
conjunctions

+ Use the affirmative or
negative forms of the past,
present, and future verb
tenses

* Recognize the suffixes: -ion,
-ation, and -y and use them
correctly

« Discussion: Discuss issues
regarding the discoveries
and ethics of archeology

Writing: Make plans about
a hypothetical
archeological situation in a
group and compare plans
with other groups; Write a
journal entry about an
archeological decision

Chapter 11 * Preview chapter through title, « Use parts of speech * Discussion: Discuss
How Lunar diagram, and questions correctly in context: nouns, superstitions and beliefs in
Eclipses Have + Understand True/False, Multiple verbs, adjectives, and small group
Changed Choice, Short Answer guestions adverbs
History « Use context clues to understand * Writing: Write a journal
Page 184 vocabulary + Use the singular or plural entry about personal
+ Scan reading for main ideas forms of nouns superstitions; Write a list
) Take notes and.organize + Recognize the suffixes: -ity 2bout supe.rts':iti;): : a'nd
information using a chart i At <G AnH s e compare:with-sthers;
+ Use chart to recall and summarize Describe a solar eclipse
" . correctly
information
» Select accurate dictionary
definitions
Chapter 12 * Preview photo and chapter art * |dentify parts of speech in * Discussion; Discuss opinions
« Listening and Mars: Our « Use prereading questions to activate context: nouns, adjectives, about extraterrestrial life;
Viewing: :eighbor in backgr?unctlj knowledge and predict and verbs Compare space programs in
P’ pace topic of reading . different countries; Discuss
::l:or:l:ideo Page 199 « Understand True/False, Multiple * Recognize the suffixes: -al technology and support
Water on Mars? Choice, Short Answer questions and -ify and use them opinions with examples
Page 217 + Use context clues to understand correctly + Writing: Research
vocabulary . - Use singular and plural quantitative and qualitative
+ Viewing and *Scan r.eadlmg for the matn idea forms of nouns details about other planets
Research: . org.?mze information using an in the solar system; Record
Internet Search: outline . . « Use the affirmative or details in lists on a chart;
The Planet Mars/ . Pse "Utl'f‘e to recall and summarize negative forms of the past, Compare charts with other
Lunar Eclipse information present, and future verb classmates’; Write a journal
Page218 * Choose accurate dictionary tenses entry about your opinion of
< e Strategy definitions life on other planets
Page 219 * Translation

Word List Page 221




How to Use This Book

Each chapter in this book consists of the following:

Prereading Preparation

Reading the Passage

Notes

Fact-Finding Exercise

Reading Analysis

Information Organization
Information Recall and Summary
Word Forms

Word Replacement

Topics for Discussion and Writing
Follow-Up Activities

Cloze Quiz

Chapters 3, 6, 9 and 12 inclnde a Translation exercise and Chapters 7-12 a

Dictionary Skill exercise. The discussion section at the end of each unit ties in the
related topics of the three chapters. There are CNN® video, Internet activities and
Reading Strategy at the end of each unit. The Word List is at the end of the book.

Prereading Preparation

This prereading activity is designed to stimulate student interest and provide
preliminary vocabulary for the passage itself. The importance of prereading
preparation should not be underestimated. Studies have shown the positive effect
of prereading preparation in motivating student interest, activating background
knowledge, and enhancing reading comprehension. Time should be spent
describing and discussing the photographs and illustrations as well as discussing
the chapter title and the prereading questions. Furthermore, students should try

to relate the topic to their own experiences and try to predict what they are going
to read about.




Reading the Passage

Students will read the passage for the first time. They should be instructed to time
themselves and to try to aim for a higher reading speed the second time they read
the passage. They should also be encouraged to read ideas, not just words.

Notes

This section is placed after the text. It contains the information or cultural
background related to the text, and long sentences difficult for students to
understand, attempting to fill gaps in students’ understanding of a certain aspect
or problem. Students should be encouraged, either before or after class, to explore
more information about the text. If necessary, the teacher may prepare additional
materials to the notes.

Fact-Finding Exercise

After reading the passage again, students will read the True/False statements and
check whether they are true or false. If the statement is false, students will rewrite
the statement so that it is true. They will then go back to the passage and find the
line(s) that contain the correct answer. This activity can be done individually or in
groups.

Reading Analysis

Students will read each question and answer it. The first question in this section
always refers to the main idea. There are three possible answers. Two answers are
incorrect because they are too general or too narrow, they are not mentioned in the
passage, or they are false. When going over the exercise, the teacher should discuss
with students why the other two answers are incorrect. The rest of this exercise
requires students to think about the structure of the sentences and paragraphs,
and the relationships of ideas to one another. This exercise is very effective when
done in groups. It may also be done individually, but if done in groups it gives
students an excellent opportunity to discuss possible answers.

Information Organization

In this exercise, students are asked to read the passage again, take notes, and
organize the information they have just read. They may be asked to complete an
outline, a table, or a flowchart. The teacher may want to review the concept of
notetaking before beginning the exercise. The outline, table, or flowchart can be
sketched on the blackboard by the teacher or a student and completed by

individual students in front of the class. Variations can be discussed by the class as
a group. It should be pointed out to students that in American colleges, teachers



often base their exams on the notes that students are expected to take during class
lectures, and that they, too, will be tested on their notes.

Information Recall and Summary

The questions in this exercise are based on the notes students took in the
Information Organization exercise. Students should be instructed to read the
questions and then to refer to their notes to answer them. They are also asked to
write a summary of the article. The teacher may want to review how to summarize
at the beginning of the class. This section can be prepared in class and discussed.
Alternately, it can be assigned for homework.

Word Forms

As an introduction to the word form exercises in this book, it is recommended that
the teacher first review parts of speech, especially verbs, nouns, adjectives, and
adverbs. The teacher should point out each word form’s position in a sentence.
Students will develop a sense for which part of speech is missing in a given
sentence. The teacher should also point out clues to tense and number, and
whether an idea is affirmative or negative. Each section has its own instructions,
depending on the particular pattern that is being introduced. For example, in the
section containing words which take -tion in the noun form, the teacher can
explain that in this exercise students will look at the verb and noun forms of two
types of words that use the suffix -tion in their noun form. (1) Some words simply
add -tion to the verb: convict/conviction; if the word ends in ¢, the ¢ is dropped first:
execute/execution; (2) other words can drop the final e and add -ation: combine/
combination. This exercise is very effective when done in pairs. After students have a
working knowledge of this type of exercise, it can be assigned for homework.

Dictionary Skills

This exercise, in Chapters 7-12, provides students with much-needed practice in
selecting the appropriate dictionary entry for an unknown word, depending on the
context.

The sentence containing the dictionary word is provided above the entry. After
selecting the appropriate entry, students rewrite the sentence using the chosen
definition. Students should write the answer in a grammatically correct form, as
they may not always be able to copy verbatim from the dictionary. Students can
work in pairs on this exercise and report back to the class. They should be
prepared to justify their choices.




Word Replacement

This is a multiple choice exercise designed to help students consolidate their
understanding of the usage of some key words and expressions used in the reading
passage. It can be done for homework as a review or in class as group work.

Topics for Discussion and Writing

In this section, students are encouraged to use the information and vocabulary
from the passage both orally and in writing, The writing assignment may be done
in class or at home. There is a Write in your journal suggestion for every chapter.
Students should be encouraged to keep a journal and respond to these questions.
The teacher may want to read and respond to the students’ journal entries, but not
correct them.

Follow-Up Activities

This section contains various activities appropriate to the information in the
passages. Some activities are designed for pair and small-group work. Students are
encouraged to use the information and vocabulary from the passages both orally
and in writing. The teacher may also use these questions and activities as home or
in-class assignments.

Cloze Quiz

The Cloze Quiz tests not only vocabulary, but also sentence structure and
comprehension in general. The quiz is a modified version of the reading passage
itself, with 20 items to be completed. At the top of the answer page, students are
given the 20 words to be filled in the blank spaces. The quizzes can be done either
as a test or as a group assignment.

Translation

A Translation exercise is devised in Chapters 3, 6, 9 and 12. It consists of two parts,
with one part having three Chinese sentences that students should translate into
English, and the other containing two English sentences that students should
translate into Chinese. The exercise, as a supplement to the previous exercises,
aims at helping students further enhance their ability to use in a given context
some key vocabulary items that they have learnt from the three reading passages in
each unit. It can be assigned as homework or group work in class.




CNN® Video and Internet Activities

These two activities are optional ones designed to accompany one of the
topics presented in each unit. The authentic CNN videos were chosen to
expand on concepts presented in the readings, to reinforce vocabulary learned,
and to encourage individual interest as well as group discussion. The optional
Internet activities provide encouragement to students to explore information
learned in Issues for Today through the technology available to them at school,
in the library and computer labs, and at home.

Reading Strategy

This section is designed for the purpose of providing students with necessary
reading strategy. The sections of all the five books consist of a full picture of read-
ing strategy, involving guessing word meanings through word-formation informa-
tion and context clues, avoiding bad reading habits, understanding sentences,
paragraphs and passages, skills for skimming and scanning, making sound judg-
ments and inferences, and understanding cultural information, and so on. The tips
for the strategy are in Chinese for readers’ convenience.

Word List

This section contains new words, phrases and expressions, proper names from all
the chapters. It is located after the last chapter.




Skills
Introduction

UNIT 1: Trends in Living
Chapter 1 A Cultural Difference: Being on Time
In some cultures, it is important to be on time. But “on time” can

have different meanings in different cultures.

Chapter 2 Changing Lifestyles and New Eating Habits
The way you live affects the way you eat. Sometimes when people
change their lifestyles, they change their eating habits, too.

Chapter 3 Dreams: Making Them Work for Us
Do you have bad dreams? Nightmares? You can learn to change
bad dreams into good dreams, and feel better, too.

UNIT 2: Issues in Society
Chapter 4 Language: Is It Always Spoken?
Babies learn to communicate in different ways. For babies who are

hearing-impaired, there are other ways to “speak.”

Chapter 5 Loneliness: How Can We Overcome It?
Everyone feels lonely sometimes. But for some people, loneliness
can last a long time. This can be very dangerous to their health.

Chapter 6 The Importance of Grandmothers
Grandmothers are usually a very happy part of their grandchil-
dren’s lives. They are also very important for other reasons, too.

UNIT 3: Justice and Crime
Chapter 7 Innocent Until Proven Guilty: The
Criminal Court System
The American court system protects the rights of the people. How
does the American court system work?

18

34

55
56

71

85

107
108




Chapter 8 The Reliability of Eyewitnesses
An eyewitness to a crime can be very important in solving that

crime. But sometimes even an eyewitness can make a mistake.
Chapter 9 Solving Crime with Modern Technology

Today, there are many improvements in crime technology. This

modern technology helps solve crimes faster and better.

UNIT 4: Science and History
Chapter 10 Ancient Artifacts and Ancient Air
Archeologists make important discoveries about people who lived

a long time ago. This knowledge of the past can help us in the
future.
Chapter 11 How Lunar Eclipses Have Changed
History
People did not always understand how lunar eclipses happen.
Because of this, superstitions about lunar eclipses had some impor-
tant effects on history.
Chapter 12 Mars: Our Neighbor in Space
There are some surprising similarities between the Earth and Mars.
Future missions to Mars may help us answer some interesting
questions about our own planet, too.

Word List

124

142

165
166

184

199

221




Prereading Preparation
1. What does on time mean?
2. lsitalways important to be on time? Look at the table on page 3.How

important is it to be on time for each appointment? Put a check mark in the
box to show your answer. Discuss your answers with the class.




