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Preface

Qomolangma Feng is the highest peak in the world, and its altitude has always been attracting worldwide attention. The pre-
cise measurement of the height of Qomolangma Feng is one of the important activities of the humankind understanding the
earth and studying the nature, and is of significant value for studying the crust movement in Qomolangma Feng and its adja-
cent areas, as well as for geodynamics research, for earthquake forecasting and the disaster prevention.

The 2005 Qomolangma Feng Measurement was launched in February 2005 as approved by the State Council of China. On
May 22, 2005, the mountaineers and surveyors successfully reached the top of Qomolangma Feng and completed the meas-
urements, which indicated that the 2005 Qomolangma Feng Measurement had greatly succeeded. Immediately followed
were successful and precise analysis and calculation of the survey data. The result of the height of Qomolangma Feng was
checked and accepted by an expert team in July, 2005. As approved by the State Council of China, in October 2005, the
height figure of Qomolangma Feng was declared officially to the public.

The successful implementation of the 2005 Qomolangma Feng Measurement provided an authentic data for the alfitude of Qo-
molangma Feng, which has greatly aroused Chinese people's patriotism, condensed the wisdom and sweat of the participa-
tors, and demonstrated the spirit of scaling new height and continuous searching in scientific exploration. The implementation
of Qomolangma Feng Measurement and the declaration of this important geographical information provided a best combina-
tion between Chinese Surveyors and the public, and created an unprecedented opportunity for a better cognition, under-
standing and acceptance of surveying and mapping work by the society.

This commemorative photo book relives the entire process of the 2005 Qomolangma Feng Measurement, by featuring a large
number of real, vivid and inspiring pictures. It shows people the great courage and the advanced skills of Chinese Surveyors.
Furthermore, this book will surely be of great help to eulogize the typical characters and events in the 2005 Qomolangma Feng
Measurement, and further uphold the surveying and mapping spirit of "loving the motherland, loving the profession, striving
hard, dedicating selflessly".

BRWLRREK /(Mﬁ

CHEN Bangzhu 2005F 105 T

Director General
State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping
October, 2005, Beijing
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Foreword

Qomolangma Feng, the highest peak in the world, located in the mid part of Mount Himalayas between the border of China
and Nepal, is of power and grandeur and is majestic and significant. The altitude of Qomolangma Feng has attracted close at-
tention worldwidely. In 1975, Chinese surveyors carried out a measurement for the height of Qomolangma Feng and deter-
mined its altitude as 8848.13 m.

From February to June, 2005, the State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping (SBSM) organized a re-measurement of the height of
Qomolangma Feng. The surveyors carried out control surveys in large scale at Qomolangma Feng and its adjacent areas by uti-
lizing various modern surveying and mapping technologies. On May 22, Chinese mountaineering surveyors ascended the top of
Qomolangma Feng, and set up a surveying target, and successively conducted surveys and measurements by classic geodetic
survey, GPS survey and radar detection. The massive observation data was in turn meticulously analyzed, rigorously computed
and carefully processed.

The precise height of Qomolangma Feng was determined through different surveying methods, and with strict technical scheme
and careful implementation, which marks the striking progress of surveying and mapping technology in China.

The 2005 Qomolamgma Feng Measurement provided an authentic and legal data for the altitude of Qomolangma Feng, which
has greatly aroused people's patriotism and received highly favorable responds from the society through the propagation by
various news media.

The 2005 Qomolangma Feng Measurement demonstrates Chinese spirit of seeking new challenges and keeping striving, and illus-
trates the human spirit of understanding the earth and recognizing the nature.
The 2005 Qomolangma Feng Measurement has upheld the spirit of Chinese surveyors - "loving the motherland, loving the profes-
sion, striving hard, dedicating selflessly”, demonstrated the recommendable style and feature of Chinese surveyors, and added
an illustrious chapter to the development of surveying and mapping in China.

On October 9, 2005, State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping officially declared the result of the 2005 Qomolangma Feng Meas-
urement, authorized by the State Council of China:

The height of the peak rock of Qomolangma Feng is 8844.43 m above the sea level.

This photo book is specially dedicated to the 2005 Qomolangma Feng Measurement — a new splendid page of surveying and

mapping history in China.
October , 2005
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CONTEXTS
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Chapter of Background
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The history of humankind understanding Qomolangma Feng is a history of sur-
veying. Different "Answers" obtained in different round of surveys impel Qomo-
langma Feng to be more miraculous, unpredictable and charming. Qomolang-
ma Feng Measurement has been a remarkable campaign of studying,
recognizing the nature by humankind.
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Chapter of Surveying
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Re-measurement of the summit of the earth is a procedure of overcoming diffi-
culties and obstacles by humankind, is a procedure of understanding the earth
and recognizing the nature by humankind, is a process of humankind testing sci-
entific and technical level, and searching technical development, and is a pro-
cedure of humankind continuously progressing and self-challenging.
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Chapter of Achievement
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The height of Qomolangma Feng declared in 2005, is a crystallization of modern
science and high technology, and is a reflection of the comprehensive state
power of China. It condenses the wisdom and the sweat of Chinese surveyors,
and demonstrates the spirit of scaling new heights, continuous searching and
selfless contribution.



hllzE, ke

The highest peak of the world
The summit of the earth
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Qomolangma Feng, the main peak of Mount Himalayas, is the
highest peak in the world, which stands in the east part of the border
between China and Nepal. The north slope of Qomolangma Feng is
in Tingri country, Tibet Autonomous Region, China, and the south
slope is in the Kingdom of Nepal. The peak is perilous and cliffy
and with changeable weather. Qomolangma is the name of the “third
goddess” of the five fairies in Tibetan mythology.

[3
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The main body of Qomolangma Feng looks
like a great pyramid. The peak all year long
is covered with ice and snow at over 5000
meters above the sea level. The gale force here
always achieves on scale of 7-8 almost every
day. At the top of the peak, it often reaches
on more than scale of 10. Qomolangma Feng
is known as the Third Pole of the earth along
with North Pole and South Pole.

[5]
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Qomolangma Feng with other three snow peaks over 8000m above
the sea level, from the left to the right: Makaru Feng (8463m, the
fifth highest peak in the world), Lhoze Feng (8516m, the fourth
highest peak in the world), Qomolangma Feng (8844.43m, the first
highest peak in the world), and Qowowuyag Feng (8201m, the
seventh highest peak in the world).
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