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John Adams

As the 2nd American president, Adams
had a collection of about 3000 books, inclu-
ding the works of Marcus Tullius Cicero (P43E
%), Plutach (53 %5) and Thucydides (&
HJEEfE). He read it carefully and made lots of
notes. Instead of the political books, he pre-
ferred the philosophical ones.

% - W4
On the Orator (IEIE VLI



John Adams, a lawyer and political philosopher, became the second

President of the United States after being the first Vice President of the Unit-
ed States for two terms. He was one of the most influential Founding Fathers

of the United States.

EARLY LIFE
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John Adams was the first of three children born to Susanna Boylston
and Deacon John Adams, a Braintree, Massachusetts farmer and shoemak-
er. Before Adams was born, the Deacon and his wife Susanna decided their

first - born son would attend college. Deacon Adams hoped his son would



John Adams
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enter the ministry. John, faltering at a poorly run Latin school, told his fa-
ther he would rather farm. When his father transferred him to Joseph
Marsh’s school, he improved, and at fifteen, passed Harvard’s entrance ex-
amination. At Harvard, he came to love learning and excelled in scholar-
ship.

Young Adams went to Harvard College at age sixteen in 1751. His father
expected him to become a minister, but Adams had doubts. After graduating
in 1755, he taught school for a few years in Worcester, allowing himself time
to think about his career choice. After much reflection, he decided to be-
come a lawyer and studied law in the office of James Putnam, a prominent
lawyer in Worcester. In 1758, Adams was admitted to the bar. From an early
age, he developed the habit of writing descriptions of events and impressions
of men which are scattered through his diary. He put the skill to good use as
a lawyer, often recording cases he observed so that he could study and re-
flect upon them. His influence emerged through his work as a constitutional
lawyer and his intense analysis of historical examples, together with his thor-
ough knowledge of the law and his dedication to the principles of republican-
ism. Adams often found his inborn contentiousness to be a constraint in his

political career.

POLITICAL CAREER
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In 1770, a street confrontation resulted in British soldiers killing five ci-

vilians in what became known as the Boston Massacre. The soldiers involved,
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who were arrested on criminal charges, had trouble finding legal counsel. Fi-
nally, they asked Adams to defend them. Although he feared it would hurt
his reputation, he agreed. Six of the soldiers were acquitted. Two who had
fired directly into the crowd were charged with murder but were convicted
only of manslaughter. Despite his previous misgivings, Adams was elected to
the Massachusetts General Court (the colonial legislature) in June 1770,
while still in preparation for the trial.

Massachusetts sent Adams to the first and second Continental Congres-
ses in 1774 and from 1775 to 1777 . In June 1775, with a view of promoting
union among the colonies, he nominated George Washington of Virginia as
commander - in - chief of the army then assembled around Boston. His influ-
ence in Congress was great, and almost from the beginning, he sought per-
manent separation from Britain.

In 1775, Adams proposed a Declaration of Independence. He also sug-
gested, in a move to secure Virginia’s allegiance to the revolutionary cause,
that congress appoint Thomas Jefferson to write a draft. Adams served as
one of the editors. Although that document was written primarily by Jeffer-
son, Adams occupied the foremost place in the debate on its adoption.

Congress sent Adams to France in 1778 to aid in negotiating an alliance.
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By the time he arrived, however, Franklin had finished negotiations. Con-

gress sent him to France again in late 1779, to lead the U. S. delegation in
peace negotiations with Britain. Soon afterward, Congress appointed Adams

first United States ambassador to Britain’s Court of St. James.

(MIEE) HEE

Returning home in 1788, his service ended, Adams and Abigail settled in
on a Braintree farm formerly owned by Loyalists. While Washington won u-
nanimously in the popular vote and won 69 votes in the electoral college,
Adams came in second in the electoral college with 34 votes and became
Vice President in the presidential election of 1789. Adams wanted to leave
public service but after some consideration decided to accept the vice -

presidency. He was reelected in 1792.

ELECTION OF 1796

The 1796 election was the first contested election under the First Party
System. Adams was the presidential candidate of the Federalist Party. In the
end, Adams won the election by a narrow margin of 71 electoral votes to 68

for Jefferson (who became the vice president). As President Adams followed
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Washington’s lead in making the presidency the example of republican val-
ues, and stressing civic virtue; he was never implicated in any scandal.

The death of Washington, in 1799, weakened the Federalists, as they lost
the one man who symbolized and united the party. In the presidential elec-
tion of 1800, Adams and his fellow Federalist candidate, Charles Cotesworth
Pinckney, went against the Republican duo of Jefferson and Burr. In the end,
Adams lost narrowly to Jeffe-rson by 65 to 73 electoral votes, with New York
casting the decisive vote. In the closing months of his term Adams became
the first President to occupy the new, but unfinished President’s Mansion, be-

ginning November 1, 1800.
HIS FAMILY

On October 25, 1764, five days before his 29th birthday, Adams married
Abigail Smith (1744 - 1818), his third cousin and the daughter of a Congrega-
tional minister, Rev. William Smith, at Weymouth, Massachusetts. Their chil-
dren were Abigail (1765 ~1813), future president John Quincy (1767 ~1848),
Susanna (1768 ~1770), Charles (1770 ~1800), Thomas Boylston (1772 ~
1832), and the stillborn Elizabeth (1777).
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John Adams’s Inaugural Address

1. When it was first perceived, in early times, that no middle course for
America remained between unlimited submission to a foreign legislature and
a total independence of its claims, men of reflection were less apprehensive
of danger from the formidable power of fleets and armies they must deter-
mine to resist than from those contests and dissensions which would certain-
ly arise concerning the forms of government to be instituted over the whole
and over the parts of this extensive country. Relying, however, on the purity
of their intentions, the justice of their cause, and the integrity and intelli-
gence of the people, under an overruling Providence which had so signally
protected this country from the first, the representatives of this nation, then
consisting of little more than half its present number, not only broke to
pieces the chains which were forging and the rod of iron that was lifted up,
but frankly cut asunder the ties which had bound them, and launched into an
ocean of uncertainty.

2. In this dangerous crisis the people of America were not abandoned by
their usual good sense, presence of mind, resolution, or integrity. Measures
were pursued to concert a plan to form a more perfect union, establish jus-

tice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote
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