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Preface to the Third Edition

Over four years have elapsed since the second edition of this
book was published. During this period, an enormous amount
of new scientific information has been generated in the area of
hematology. This knowledge has been the result of both labora-
tory-based research and clinical trials. Exciting new data have
been reported in virtually all areas of preclinical and clinical
hematology research. This new edition serves as a resource for
students, residents, fellows, scientists, and practicing physi-
cians who are eager to learn about the science and practice of
hematology. This third edition of Hematology: Basic Principles
and Practice should be viewed as a work in progress; since the
appearance of the first edition of this textbook in 1991, the book
has evolved as it relates to content, focus, and size. This evolu-
tion reflects, in large part, the new directions and growth of
hematology as an academic and clinical discipline. In order to
retain the quality and vitality displayed in the first two editions,
over thirty new primary authors have been added to this book.
This “changing of the guard” is healthy for a text in order to
ensure its timeliness and freshness. A significant number of new
chapters appear in this volume. These new chapters represent
a commitment by the editorial group to constructive change in
order to create an excellent book. The authors have continued
to update their chapters several times during the 24 months it
has taken to complete this volume. The editors would like to
thank the authors for these additional efforts, which assure that
the text is up to date and comprehensive.

The editors have recognized the increasing importance of
transplantation to hematologists; the section on Stem Cell
Transplantation in this volume has been expanded in size, al-
most threefold since the second edition. As many as 14 chapters
" in this edition are devoted to stem cell transplantation. This em-
phasis reflects the growth and importance of this area to the
discipline of hematology. Phil McGlave from the University of
Minnesota was added to our editorial board for the purposes
of enhancing our expertise in transplantation. He has selected
a wonderful group of authors who have made important contri-
butions to the text. The area of stem cell transplantation has
blossomed over the last decade. The indications for high-dose
chemo-radiotherapy and stem cell transplantation have been
extended and the management of transplant recipients mark-
edly improved. The use of alternative donor grafts and the engi-
neering of allogeneic and autologous grafts have been areas of
particular focus. This information is summarized in this edition
and is important to all practicing hematologists.

The editors have remained responsive to the readership. Be-
fore embarking on this edition, we analyzed reviews of the book
that appeared in a variety of journals, as well as solicited and
unsolicited criticisms, and corrected any deficiencies or weak-
nesses. This edition represents the culmination of such efforts
and results in a more readable and informative text. In addition,

areas of overlap have been eliminated. Many of the readers of -

the text have appreciated the inclusion of personal strategies
provided by many authors for the diagnosis and treatment of
hematologic disorders. The number of personal strategy boxes
has been expanded to provide a text that is useful not only to
academic scientists but also to practicing physicians.

Some mention should be made of the debt that the editors
owe to the contributing authors. As we all realize, the world of
academic medicine has changed over the last decade. Physician
accountability has become the new buzz word in many institu-
tions. Contributions to textbooks are not valued by some insti-
tutions since such efforts fail to contribute to an institutional
balance sheet in a positive fashion. The contributors to this book
continue, however, to adhere to the traditional values of aca-
demic scholarship. In the sometimes frenetic world of institu-
tional mergers and institutional mission statements this return
to core values is refreshing and greatly appreciated. Only with
the aid of such altruistic contributors can Hematology: Basic Prin-
ciples and Practice remain the creative, dynamic, scholarly book
that our readership has come to expect. We as a group remain
committed to these ideals and standards. We are hopeful that
our readership enjoys this text and continues to provide us with
the constructive criticism needed to generate the creative en-
ergy required for future editions.

Ronald Hoffman, MD
Edward |. Benz, Jr, MD
Sanford ]. Shattil, MD
Bruce Furie, MD

Harvey |. Cohen, MD, PhD
Leslie E. Silberstein, MD
Philip McGlave, MD



