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Dear reader,

I am delighted to have my book translated into Chinese and hope it will contribute positively to creating sustainable
architecture in China.

China has a major rote to play in creating a more sustainable world. This is not only due to its increasing role in the
global economy and in globél politics, but importantly for architects, China is building new settlements. In Europe the
focus has to be on making existing cities more sustainable, and this aim is also critical in China. But China also has the
opportunity to create new cities that could become a model of sustainable living for the whole world.

Creating new sustainable settlements places demands on the knowledge, determination and, of course, finances
of those developing them. But it has great promise of success and is less complex than improving existing settlements. We
cannot give up on existing settlements and will have to make them more sustainable for the future, but the opportunities
for improving existing settlements will not disappear. Instead, the opportunities for building new buildings and in
particular cities will not exist forever, and certainly not to the degree we see today in China. As the global population
stabilises, the need for expansion is reduced and the cost of building increases, building new buildings, let alone
whole cities. will become rarer. China currently benefits from a small window of opportunity to create new sustainable
living environments. It is of global importance to use these opportunities to create models of sustainable living that will
benefit their inhabitants but can also be used as examples of best practice for the world to learn from. I believe this is
already happening in China in a fragmented way and needs be pushed further. This will require political and societal
support as well as significant contributions from built environment professionals, who can provide the social awareness
and technical knowledge to shape the built environment in a way that is both sustainable and improves quality of life.
Our new concept of quality of life is no longer materially dependent but rather focuses on the fundamental ingredients of
happiness including health and wellbeing, the ability to spend time with family, friends and our community, and the
ability to contribute to and benefit from a community that is socially just and ecologically sound. This concept of quality
of life is fundamental to sustainable development and the design of new sustainable settlements has to acknowledge the
concept, and provide a physical environment that can accommodate the social requirements. The built environment does
after all form the stage for life and we should not underestimate its impact.

[ look forward to seeing the sustainable living environments developed in China in the years to come and hope this

hook can inspire and help towards their creation.

Paola Sassi
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