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When it's almost test day, and you've read this
book and taken the Practice Tests, make sure

you review this page and the pages that follow.
Here you'll find 50 essential strategies that can
definitely help you earn more points on the GRE.
You'll see longer explanations of each strategy,
along with examples, in the review portions of this
book. The purpose of these pages is to provide

a handy, all-in-one, last-minute reminder of these
valuable concepts. Use this review to check your
test readiness and make sure you're prepared to do
your best—and get your best score.

GENERAL TEST-TAKING
STRATEGIES

Here are some useful tips to help you maximize
your GRE score on test day.

Relax

1. Don't panic if you are having a hard time
answering the questions! You do not have to
answer all the questions correctly to get a good
score.

2. Take a few moments to relax if you get stressed
during the test. When you get back to the test,
you will feel better.

Be Aware of Time

3. Pace yourself. Budget enough time for each
question so that you won't have to rush at the
end of the section.

4. You cannot go back and change your answers,
so read each question carefully to determine
exactly what is being asked. Taking the time
to answer one question correctly is better
than rushing and answering several questions
incorrectly.

5. Stay focused. Ignore the things going on
around you that you cannot control.

TOP STRATEGIES
FOR TEST DAY

Guess Carefully

6. You have to select an answer before you can
move on, so making high-percentage guesses
is important. Eliminate answer choices that you
know are wrong. The more you can eliminate,
the better your chance of getting the question
right.

COMPUTER-BASED TEST-TAKING
STRATEGIES

Make sure that you practice with released and
simulated exams before you take the actual GRE.

The Computer System

7. Take advantage of the computer tutorial that
is offered before you begin the actual test. At
any point during the test, you may return to
the tutorial by clicking your mouse on the HELP
box at the bottom of the screen.

8. Be aware of scroll bars. Some images and text
are too big to fit on your screen and require
you to scroll down to view them.

Adaptive Questions

9. The questions for the Verbal and Quantitative
sections are adaptive. The computer picks
your question based on your response to the
previous question and the specific test.

10. Do not waste time trying to figure out whether
you answered the previous question correctly
or incorrectly. Just keep working through the
test.

11. The only way to move on to another question is
to answer the question already on your screen.
If you do not know how to answer, make your
best educated guess and move on.



CRITICAL READING .

GRE Critical Reading includes Reading
Comprehension passages and questions, Sentence
Completion questions, Analogy questions,
Antonym questions, Text Completion questions,
and Analytical Writing essay tasks. Following are
specific strategies for each section.

Reading Comprehension

12. Read the questions first and make a mental
note when the questions refer to specific
lines, words, or highlighted text. Do not try to
memorize—just get an idea of what you should
be looking for.

13. Read each passage for topic, scope, and
purpose. Then skim for structure. Try to
isolate one topic word or sentence for each
paragraph. The details will still be there when
you need them. Don't spend precious time
trying to “learn” them.

14. Try to distinguish between details that are
factual and details that are the opinions of the
author.

15. Try to predict an answer before looking at the
answer choices. If an answer choice matches
your predicted answer, it is most likely correct.

16. Paraphrase when you need to. Putting the
question and answer choices in your own words
often makes them easier to understand.

Sentence Completions

17. Use the Latin roots, prefixes, and suffixes to
figure out what difficult words mean. Look for
“cognates” from French, Spanish, or Italian if
you recognize them.

18. Let the context of the sentence guide you.
Try to look for “clue” words and phrases in
the sentence that might suggest a contrast or
comparison.

19. Try filling in the blank(s) with your own words
before you look at the answer choices. If you
find an answer choice that is similar to yours, it
is most likely correct.

20. When you think that you have the correct
answer, read the entire sentence to yourself,
using your choice(s) in the blank(s). If it makes
sense, then mark your answer on the computer
screen.

Analogies

21.

Before you look at the answer choices, try to
figure out the relationship between the two
words that are given in the question. Use the
two words in a sentence; substitute the answer
choices into the same sentence.

22. There are many different possible relationships,
and some are very obscure. Be as specific as
you can when determining the relationship
between the original pair of words.

23. Always consider ALL the answer choices before
you select an answer.

Antonyms

24. Before you look at the answer choices, try to
clearly define the given word. Remember that
you are looking for the answer choice that
has a meaning OPPOSITE to that of the given
word.

25. Consider slight variations in the meaning of
each word.

26. Use the Latin roots, prefixes, and suffixes to
figure out what difficult words mean. Look for
“cognates” from French, Spanish, or ltalian if
you recognize them.

27. Always consider ALL the answer choices before
you select an answer.

Text Completions

28. Read through the text once to get an idea of
context.

29. Pay attention to “clue” words in the text, such
as transition words, that will help you to identify
the structure of the text. :

30. Start with the blank that seems the most simple
to fill, and then work on the others.

31. Once you've made your selections, check the
text for logic and grammar.

Analytical Writing

Issue Task

32. Choose between the two topics and discuss

the issue from any perspective. Remember,
there is no correct position. Choose the
position that you can most strongly support.



you have compelling reasons and examples 3 MATHCONCEPTS YOU
to support it. Make sure you consider how

someone might challenge or question your * ABSOLUTELY NEED TO KNOW

position. 1. The area of a circle is A = wr2, where ris
the tadius of the circle.

33. No matter which position you take, make sure 2 —

34. Do not worry about the number of examples
included in your essay or the length of your 2

The circumference of a circle is C = 2,
essay; focus on the quality of your ideas.

where r is the radius of the circle. The
circumference can also be expressed as md,

Argument Task because the diameter is always twice the
35. Carefully read the given argument. Pay e ,
attention to the structure of the argument 3. Theareaofa rectangie is A = lw, where |
and the statements or claims, assumptions, is the length of the rectangle and w is the
implications, and supporting evidence given or width of the rectangle.
left out. s |
36. Remember, your task is to find flaws in 4. The area of a triangle is A = 7Ph, where
the logic of the argument, NOT agree b is the base of the triangle and h is the
with, disagree with, prove, or disprove the height of the triangle.
argument.

5. The volume of a rectangular prism is
= lwh, where | is the length of the
rectangular prism, w is the width of
the rectangular prism, and h is height of
the rectangular prism.

37. Do not worry about the number of examples
included in your essay or the length of your
essay; focus on the quality of your critique.

6. The volume of a cylinder is V = wr?h, where
MATHEMATICS r is the radius of one of the bases of the
GRE Quantitative (Math) covers four basic content cylinder and h is the height of the cylinder.

areas: arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and data

analysis. The question types include Discrete 7. Thy pedmeter is the distance around ol

Quantitative questions, Data Interpretation o

questions, Quantitative Comparison questions, and 8. The Pythagorean theorem states that
Numeric Entry questions. Following are specific 2 = a2 + b?, where c s the hypotenuse of
strategies for each question type, as well as a quick the triangle and a and b are the other two
review of general math concepts. Emphasis is sides of the triangle.

placed on the more important skills, concepts, and

definitions, as well as on particular concepts that 9. The following are angle measures and side

are often confused or misunderstood. lengths for Special Right Triangles:

General Math Strategies

The following strategies can be applied to all the

GRE math sections. ®

38. Draw pictures on your scratch paper as o
necessary to help you solve problems. o 1 =

39. Look for a way to reason through the problem. 30 60-90 Tino 454590 Triangle

40. When reading word problems, translate them 10. In an equilateral triangle, all three sides

into mathematical equations. (“Carrie has 3 more

: have the same length, and each of the
CDs than Amy” is equivalent to C = A + 3)

angles equals 60°.

(continued) (continued)




41.

Remember to estimate or “ball-park” answers
when you can. It is often possible to eliminate
all but the correct answer choice without doing
any actual math.

Discrete Quantitative Questions

42.

43.

Make sure that you understand what
information is given and what question is being
asked. Paraphrase if necessary.

Many questions will allow you to “reason”

your way to an answer by performing only a
few or even no calculations. Avoid lengthy and
complicated calculations when possible.

Data Interpretation Questions

44,

45.

46.

Before answering each question, scan the
given data.

Many of the questions will allow you to
approximate an answer by making a visual
comparison only. Avoid performing calculations
when possible.

Do not base your answer to any question on
an assumption or any outside information. Use
only the data given.

Quantitative Comparison Questions

47.

48.

Many comparisons require estimation only.
Avoid lengthy and complicated calculations
when possible.

If one column is sometimes greater or
sometimes less than the other column, then
the relationship cannot be determined from
the information. (Answer choice D means that
no one can determine the answer, not just that
you can't determine the answer.)

Numeric Entry Questions

49. Read the questions carefully and be sure to

provide the type of answer indicated.

50. You will not have any answer choices to guide

you, so check your answer and make sure it is
logical based on the information provided in
the question.

11.

. MATH CONCEPTS e
ISQLUTELY NEED TO KNQW |

In an |sosceles tnangle two sades have the

- same length, and the angles opposvte those §

12.
13.

14.

15

16.

, The ccmplete arc of a cn’cle measures 36OB

A stralght line measures 180D.

. sudes are congruent

A prime number ls any number that can only ‘
be dlvxded by ltself and 3

Squanng a negatwe number yxelds a posztwe
result.

To change any fractlon toa decrmal clwnde ‘

 the numerator by the denommator

17.

‘18.

1

20.

21,
= between two quantmes

22. ‘
' ratlos (% “:.,'g’ or 1 4 = x:8

7 23.

_greatest number ef tlmes in a list.

if two numbers have one or more dn/lsor in
common, those are the common factors of

the numbers

To calculate the mean or average, of a lls‘(
of values, divide the sum of the values by the
number of values in the list.

The median is the mlddle value of a hst

* of numbers that is in either ascendmg or

descendmg order

The mode is the value that appears the ;lf‘”'

A ratlo expresses a mathe%natlcal cumpar" on
79" 1 4)

A proportnon _,a"" equatlon mvolvmg two

When multlplymg exponenttal expressmns

~ with the same ba;;e add the exponents. o

24.

: ,When raising

‘;When dividing exponentlal express;cns wnth
~ thesamebas subtract the exponents. .
25

power to another power,
: ents . .

i e
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Overview of
the GRE

CHAPTER GOALS

: 6 Leam how the GRE is structured
K-} Fmd out what kinds of questlons are on the test

o Study examples of each ‘question type.
o Leam about the ccmputer adaptwe test format

he Graduate Record Examination (GRE) General Test is required by most

institutions and programs granting Master or Doctorate degrees, although it
is not required by all programs. Not surprisingly, the most competitive programs
generally have higher score requirements. Some programs also require Subject
Tests, which are beyond the scope of this volume. You should speak to the
admissions department at the school to which you are applying to confirm
whether you will need to take one or more of the subject tests. For more
information on the GRE Subject Tests, visit www.ets.org/gre.

The GRE does not measure your knowledge of business procedures or law, or
any specific content area. In addition, it does not measure your value as a person,
nor does it predict your success in life. However, the GRE does a fairly good job
of predicting how hard you will have to work to understand the material in your
chosen program. If you prepare for this test seriously now, you’ll sharpen your
comprehension, math, and reasoning skills, and be able to focus on the relevant
information in your course work much more easily once you start graduate
school.



4 Part I Introduction to the GRE General Test

GRE Format

The GRE General Test is a computer-based test that includes four scored sections:
Analytical Writing Assessment Issue Task, Analytical Writing Assessment
Argument Task, Quantitative, and Verbal. Your test will also include an
experimental section, called the “pretest” section, which is mixed in with the
other sections of the test and appears as either a Verbal or a Quantitative section.
There might also be a “research” section, which will always be the final section
presented if you have one included in your test. The answers on the pretest and
research sections will not count toward your GRE score. The questions are meant
to help the test writers at Educational Testing Service (ETS) refine their methods
and try out new material that may be included in future GRE tests. The pretest is
not identified and will seem like just another test section as you work through it.
The research section, if you have one on your test, will be identified as such.

You are allowed up to 3 hours to complete the GRE. If you have a research
section, you are given additional time. The test always begins with the two
Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA) tasks: the Issue Task and the Argument
Task. In the Issue Task, you get to choose one of two topics on which to write. In
the Argument Task, you do not get a choice; there is only one argument presented
and you must respond to it. For both tasks, you will write your response using
the word processor that is built into the GRE software. Chapter 7 of this book
discusses the AWA in detail, while Chapters 8 and 9 cover the Quantitative and
Verbal sections, respectively.

The basic time breakdown is shown in the following chart. (Note that all
sections after the AWA can appear in any order on your actual test, except for the
research section, which will come last.)

GRE Test Format
Section Number of Questions Time Limit
Analytical Writing Issue Task 45 minutes
Argument Task 30 minutes
Verbal 30 30 minutes
Quantitative (math) 28 45 minutes

Pretest (experimental
Verbal or Quantitative)

Varies; you will be told
the number when you
begin

Varies; you will be told
the time limit when you
begin

Research (your GRE
might not include this
section)

Varies

Varies




Chapter 1 Overview of the GRE 5

Your GRE may contain questions that are the same or similar to released
GRE questions that appear on the POWERPREP® software or in official GRE
publications, such as Practicing to Take the General Test, 10th edition (ETS,
2002). Be very careful when responding to these questions because they might be
slightly different from the questions that you remember. There might be different
facts in the stimuli and there might be different answer choices.

GRE Question Types

In order to simplify the sometimes complicated information on the GRE, you
must first understand what you’re lookirg at. The following section provides a
simple overview of the kinds of GRE questions that you will encounter.

Analytical Writing

The Analytical Writing Assessment consists of an Issue Task and an Argument
Task. You are expected to write essays that address each task. Here is a typical
example of what you might see:

Issue Task

Present your viewpoint on one of the claims made below. Use relevant reasons
and examples to support your point of view.

Topic 1

. "Leaders should focus more on the needs of the majority than on the needs of the
minority.”

Topic 2

“The study of mathematics has value only to the extent that it is relevant in our daily
lives.”




