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Foreword by the Director

‘A stream flows before my home and a hill rests behind it... The artist Ko Yao-dong's
paintings remind us of the nursery rhyme that evokes childhood memories of the countryside.
He was born and raised in the rural areas in central Taiwan, fully immersed in a landscape of
rolling mountains and lush greenery, which later became the theme and inspiration for his
works.

Ko is a typical self-taught artist who portrayed his personal life experiences with skills
unaffected by any particular style or school. The simplicity and vividness of his works are
imbued with his childhood memories and reflective of his kindly, sincere, lighthearted
personality. He is a master of narrating stories of the people and scenes of rural life. Each of his
paintings seems to tell a story of the bygone days with a sense of intimacy that touches us all.

Mt. and Mis. Ko live a life of art at their Geng Yun Studio. Art is their chosen pursuit and a
way of life for them. The National Taiwan Democracy Memorial Hall hopes that by introducing

Ko's works to the general public, we are also blending art into the lives of more people.

Director
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Foreword by the Artist

You are in My Heart, | am in Your Paintings-

A Life with Art as Our Company

Time flies. In a flash [ am now a seventy-four year old man with strands
of silvery hair. I have been fortunate enough to find a life-long partner who
shares my interest in art. In the early years of our marriage both of us worked
hard to support our family. At the same time we never ceased our joint pursuit
for art. More than four decades have passed since then. Repeated practice of
conventional painting techniques marked the early phases of our art career,
followed by more practice and creative production. Our aim is to blend art
into life and in doing so we found our own path and our Geng Yun Studio, a
place where we now paint together.

I have been most fortunate to share the fruits and pleasure of painting
with my partner and also my daughters in law. I have held numerous
exhibitions featuring my own works, works produced by my wife and [, my son
and I, and my family and I. we are mostly grateful to the society and our
friends and family members who has long expressed their support for us.

I was born and raised a country boy. Rural scenes and the human touches
and kindness of life in the countryside are frequently featured in my works,
through which Thope to evoke positive feelings of our native soil in others. I
believe that the Taipei residents who grew up in rural areas like me would have

been touched by my depictions of farm life.

<

It is a great honor to be invited by the National Taiwan Democracy

Memorial Hall to hold an exhibition of my works at the site. The Memorial
Hall commemorates the arduous path towards democracy of the Taiwanese
people. In a similar manner my works reflect the hardship of farm life in the
carly years. Memories of scenes from my childhood in the country have
become my greatest momentum. It is my belief that art is the culmination of
an artist’s life experiences and bears witness to the past, the present, and the
future.

[ would like to express my deepest appreciation to the National Taiwan
Democracy Memorial Hall for compiling and publishing an album of my
works. [ sincerely hope that in the future I will continue to hone my painting

skills and scale new heights in my art career.

Ko Yao-Tong
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An Observant Eye and Mind for Life

Six years ago my father and mother in law moved into the new house at
the foot of Mt. Jioujiou. The tranquil setting of their new residence, furnished
with their paintings and pottery works and abundant natural light, is indeed a
heaven on earth. Yet I believe that their genuine kindness and heartfelt passion
for art are the reasons for their achievement this day.

My father in law came from a less privileged background. Depictions of
rural life are a recurrent theme in his works. The relaxed atmosphere and
simple life in his paintings make up for the lack of physical comfort. He has
always aimed to create a world of truth, kindness, beauty, things that we run
short of in today's contemporary urban setting. He is adept at expressing fond

memories of farm life with an artistic approach. His works reflect his gentle

nature.

My mother in law, on the other hand, is a person with a strong,
distinctive character, a true Taiwanese woman with great tenacity. For her, art
is a constructive way of approaching life. The figures in her portraits are
delincated in clear flowing lines with great attention to detail. The
expressiveness of her artistic skills are present not only in her portraits but also
her bird and flower paintings and ceramic works, which she has devoted
herself to in the recent years.

She is always attempting to innovate and experiment with new medium

and new styles. Her enthusiasm for art and life has inspired us all. I believe it is
her sense of mission in life that continues to drive her forward despite the
many obstacles life poses.

In my father and mother in law I see how seriously and carnestly they live
their lives. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for the example
they set for us and for giving us the freedom to be ourselves. I sincerely hope

that they will continue to keep an observant mind and an observant eye for life

in the years to come!

Foreword by Chen Chu-hsin,
daughter in law of the artist
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Nostalgic Rural Scene

Reminiscence of Village Life

Red Brick House

Village Life

Distant View of Mt. Jioujiou

Tranquil Country Setting

Dreaming of the Countryside

Hillside Village

Mountainside Trees in Cold Breeze

Red Leaves in the Forest Foretell Coming of Autumn
Pines, Rocks, and Waterfall

Chickens and Dogs in the Bamboo-fenced Village
Peaceful Country Life

Country Life

Yenfeng Bridge in Tsaotun, Central Taiwan
Mt Ali

Living in Isolation

Worship the Gods

Children Had Less Homework Back Then
Feelings for the Native Soil

Planting Rice Shoots

Preparing Firewood

Trees in the Rain

Autumn Wind over the River

A Good Harvest of Rice

Good to be Home

Countryside Life

Egret Flies over Rice Paddies

96x70cm
125x116cm
96x89cm
70x70cm
70x70cm
70x70cm
70x138cm
70x70cm
144%x125cm
90x96cm
96x108cm
137x70cm
70x138cm
70x138cm
70x138cm
70x138cm
70x138cm
70x138cm
70x138cm
125x116cm
70x81cm
70x70cm
70x70cm
70x70cm
46x70cm
70x70cm
70x70cm

70x70cm
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Coming Home

Village Life

Grazing buffalo in the childhood

Waterfalls over the Cliff

Shadow of Pines on the Cloud-shrouded Peak
Dachungtang (from the Romance of the Three Kingdoms)
Chungtang (by Chan Da-hsiu)

Family Morals Passed Down over Generations
Singing Bird in the Snow-clad Mountain
Village Life

Lightheartedness

Couplet (At Ease)

Bamboo

Ode of the Red Cliff

Night Rain

A Stream Flows By

Serenity of the Mind

Family

Malaysia Beach

Bamboos and Stones for Company

Family Life in a Hut

Chopping Firewood in the Moonlight

Village Life

Fragrance of Rice and Vegetables

Evening Smoke in the Hillside Village
Dreams

Country Life

Mountain, Clouds, and Waterfall

46x70cm
46x70cm
70x137cm
46x70cm
46x70cm
97x180cm
70x136cm
36x134cm x 218
27x110cm x 218
22x93cm x 218
36x134cm x 218
36x134cm
92x211cm
70x137cm
46x70cm
70x137cm
70x137cm
70x137cm
68x70cm
46x70cm
45x70cm
69x70cm
68x70cm
70x70cm
90x97cm
70x96cm
90x97cm

70x137cm
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Majestic Mountain Ranges

Mt. Jioujiou Going Bald

River after the Rain

Red Leaves in the Fountain

(ceramic painting) Duck Rearing Household
(ceramic painting) Mountain and Cloud
(ceramic painting) Mountain Peaks

(ceramic painting) Country Life

(ceramic painting) Fountain in the Forest

(ceramic painting) Water Buffalo, Rain, and Dog
(ceramic painting) Wind and Moon

Dreaming of Rural Life

Village of Beetlenut

Divine Trees in Sitou

Growing Vegetables and Rearing Livestock
Childhood

Memories of Village Life

Running Script

Pine Trees and Bamboos

Running Script

Running Script

Kitchen Smoke at Noon

One Rooster, Two Hens

(ceramic painting) Dignity

(ceramic painting) Coming home from Grazing
(lamp shade painting) Drinking to the Moon
(lamp shade painting)Reminiscence of History

Kuo Chie-gui

46x70 cm
85x97 cm
70x137 cm
70x137 cm
39x33 cm
39x39 cm
34x38 cm
39x39 cm

47x47 cm

17x23x37 cm

25x25x40 cm

70x70 cm

35x136 cm

50x100 cm

68x70 cm

68x69 cm

46x70 cm

68x69 cm

35x134 cm

47x95 cm

32x95 cm

68x73 cm

69x70 cm

43x43x33 cm

47x47 cm

20x20x88 cm

20x20x88 cm
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Mother

Wealth in the Garden
Birds and Flowers
Birds and Flowers (Golden Shower)
My Husband

Seven Auspicious Gods
Billowing Waves
Radiant Sunset

Red Autumn Leaves
Lotus Flower

Birthday Peaches

Wealth and Health

Flowers of Wealth (Chinese Wistaria and Peony)

lamp shade drawing * Dance of Flowers

lamp shade drawing * Birds and Flowerslamp shade

drawing * Vyingin Beauty

lamp shade drawing * Red Leaves and Bird
Black Musician

Content

Plays

Musician

Curvaceous Body

Singing

Ceramic * Fascination with Pottery

40x52 cm
85x163 cm
72x137 cm
97x180 cm
62x113 cm
81x143 cm
44x68 cm
54x64 cm

51x71 cm

56x67 cm
41x67 cm
62x125 cm
90x180 cm x 218
90x180 cm x 41E(H W& #E #)
8x8x45 cm
20x20x88 cm
21x21x118 cm
21x21x130 cm
33x29x27 cm
17x25x27 cm
16x17x59 cm
23x19x42 cm
14x17x44 cm

14x14x53 cm

14x74x41 cm
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