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Unit 1
TEXT
Mistaken Ideas about College

Before 1 came to college, I was sure I knew all about it. I
had met some college students, I had looked at some
catalogues, and I had seen more than my share of old “college”
movies where the heroes belonged to “jock” fraternities and
the heroines to sophisticated sororities. I knew all about it. Or
so I thought. But, now, after one semester as a college student,
many of my old ideas have changed completely.

I used to imagine bossy upper-classmen, for example. I
thought they would be know-it-all rulers of the campus who
got their kicks from harassing freshmen. I pictured being
directed to the wrong classrooms, being snubbed because I was
too young, and eating lunch standing up because older
students wouldn’t allow me at their tables. But, in fact, the
upper-classmen (when I could tell them from the freshmen)
turned out to be quite civilized. They didn’t even notice me,
but if I did need help, they were willing to give it. In the
beginning, more experienced students helped me to choose my
professors and courses and to find my rooms, and later they
encouraged me to stick with my tough courses (even calculus)
and they tried (unsuccessfully) to teach me how to stay cool
during examinations. No harassment here.

The upper-classmen weren’t the only ones I worried about.
I was also concerned about the other freshmen. I was afraid
they might think I was too fat, too shy, too ugly, too cowardly,
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or even too dumb to bother with. I thought their backgrounds
and interests would be much more exciting than mine: I
wondered who would care about a small-town girl whose
typical pastime was strolling to the corner store for penny
candy, popsicles, and Pepsi. And, most of all, I was afraid of
being alone, with my old friends far away and no new ones
here. Again, I was wrong. When I finally got to college, I
discovered that most students felt exactly as I did. They were
as uneasy with me as I was with them, and as we started to
open up, we began to trust one another. We began to become
curious about each other’s backgrounds and interests; the
differences among us actually became attractions. We laugh-
ed, for example, at our comparative pronunciations of “car” as
“cah” or “car”, and I learned that “Get down” means “Feel
good” in Boston. And no one seemed to think that I was fat,
shy, ugly, cowardly, or dumb!

These weren’'t all of my worries, though. I was also
frightened by the classes and especially by the teachers. 1
imagined myself lost in a two-hundred seat lecture hall,
desperately scratching down pieces of notes preached from a
great distance by a tiny, inaudible male professor with white
hair and little gold-rimmed glasses. I was convinced he’d have
no patience with my stupid questions, so I'd be perpetually
lost. Wrong here too. Most of my classes had only thirty to
forty students (some were smaller) and the professors, male
and female, looked downright ordinary. One teacher had
prematurely grey hair and none of them had gold-rimmed
glasses. I did find myself desperately scratching down notes,
but I also had plenty of chances to ask questions and even to
take part in discussions. In the one-to-one meetings after class,
I came to appreciate the teachers even more. They were
actually interested in teaching me!
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I changed my mind about other things too. I had expected
homework to be a book-filled nightmare as I burned the
midnight oil until 2 a.m., fighting off a headache which would
keep me from meeting due dates and eventually send me back
to the corner store. Actually, I got most of my homework done
well before midnight and I met all my due dates. And even the
examinations were not a total disaster. They were not
three-hour tests crammed into one hour, nor were they made
up of many pages of single-spaced typed questions exclusively
on details I had overlooked. Oh yes, I did have some awful
tests; I did break out in a clammy sweat, develop a stomach
upset and a gigantic headache; and I did spend finals week on
Pepto-Bismol, but contrary to expectations, I passed all of my
exams with good grades.

‘T've always been a pessimist. Then if the worst happens,
I'm ready for it. For at least three and a half more years, I
plan to live by this philosophy, but even with this, I know I
won’t be as negative as [ was before I got to college. Not all
schools would be the same, but this one turned out to be much
better than I thought it would be — a good lesson in not
jumping to conclusions. And, being a pessimist, I had the extra
fun of discovering just how much better it could be. No doubt
my attitude toward college will shift still more as I go on, but I

know TI'll never be as far off as I was before I got here.

New Words
catalogue /'katalog/ n. inaudible /1n's:dabl/ a.
fraternity /fro'ta:noat1/ n. perpetually /po'petjuali/ ad.
sophisticated /so'fistikeitid/ @. cram /kram/ v.
sorority /se'rpratl/ n. exclusively /ik'sklu:sivly/ ad.
harass /"haras/ v. clammy /'klemi/ a.
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snub /snab/ v. gigantic /,dzai'gentik/ a.
stroll /strasl/ v. pessimist /'pesimist/ n.
scratch /skreetf/ v.

Idioms And Expressions

turn out open up
stick with be contrary to
be uneasy with jump to conclusions

Notes to the Text

1. jock: (American slang) an athlete, especially a college
athlete.

2. popsicles and Pepsi: popsicle /'popsikl/, a trademark used
for ice-suckers in the USA; Pepsi /'pepst/, a trademark for a
soft drink.

3. downright: thoroughly or absolutely; this word is used to
give emphasis to a particular aspect of a person or
situation, especially one which is unpleasant or alarming,
e.g.

Many are downright unhappy with it.

4. book-filled: full of books; “-filled” combines with nouns to
form adjectives indicating that something contains or is full
of the thing mentioned, e.g.

tear-filled eyes, a hate-filled face.

5. burn the midnight oil: (cliche) study late at night.

6. single-spaced: having no blank line between typed lines;
“.spaced” combines with words such as “closely” or “wide-
ly” to indicate the width of the space between things.

7. finals week: the week for final examinations at school.

8. Pepto-Bismol: /'peptos 'bizmpl/ a medicine for stomach
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upset.

STUDY AND PRACTICE

I . Understanding the Text
A. Questions on the text:

1.

-~

S S

A.

Where did the author get the ideas about college before
she became a college student?

How did the upper-classmen actually behave?

Why was she concerned about the other freshmen?
Besides the upper-classmen and the other freshmen,
what else had she worried about?

What were the teachers in the college actually like?
How did she find the examinations?

How did the author spend her finals week?

Do you think that the author will have no problems
whatsoever in future at college? And why?

. Discussion:

Tell what you know about the author’s background and
personality.

. Speaking

Function: Calming and Reassuring Someone
Well, don’t worry!
Dialogue:
(Charlie and Eric are classmates. Now they are
talking in the hallway at school.)

Charlie: You didn’t come to class this morning. What

happened?
Eric: To tell you the truth, I overslept.

Charlie: That’s unusual. Why? -



Eric:

Charlie:
Eric:

Charlie:

Eric:

Charlie:
Eric:

1 went to a concert with Maria last night. [ came
home late and went to sleep about 2 a.m. I didn’t
wake up until eight o’clock this morning.

What did you do then?

I got dressed in five minutes and ran to the bus.
When the bus came, I got on, sat down, and fell
asleep again. I rode two miles past my stop. Then
I caught another bus back to the campus.

And here you are-—only two hours late for
school. Well, don’t worry. You didn’t miss any-
thing. The professor’s car had a flat tire this
morning, so he didn’t come to class, either.

That’s great! Well, so long. I'm going to the li-
brary now.

To study?

Oh, no. The library is always quiet. 'm going to
take a nap there.

Other Expressions for the Same Function:

(Please) don’t worry.

There’s nothing to worry about.

I’m sure things’ll turn out all right.

Now, now, take it easy. (I)

Cheer up! (I)

Come on! It’s OK/all right.(I)

There is really no reason/cause to be worried/
alarmed.(F)

You may rest assured (...F)

B. Practice:
1. Pair Work: Build conversations like the Model with



the prompts provided.
Model A: I would like to take your picture.
B: You mean you want me to pose for a
picture?
A: Yes, if you don’t mind.
B: But my hair is a mess.
A: Don’t worry. I'm only trying my new
camera.
B: All right, then.
1) say something into my tape recorder
nervous
try my new recorder
2) invite you to a dinner
on diet
have some vegetables
3) get a new job
high unemployment rate
two companies accepted my application

2. Roleplay: Role A has just arrived at the university
and has all kinds of worries about his/her
life on the campus and Role B is a
second-year student trying to reassure Role
A by telling his/her own experience.

M. Vocabulary and Structure
A. Words and expressions for use:
Complete the following sentences, using the words and
expressions from the list correctly.

pessimist gigantic exclusively sophisticated
inaudible premature appreciate desperately
stroll open up turn out stick



1. 1 turned around to see a whale right behind my
little boat.

2. A is a person who inclined to look on the dark
side of things or to see all the difficulties and disadvan-
tages.

3. The style of the buildings on the campus is
Chinese.

4. He will fight even more if trapped.

5. Having learnt the ways of the world, he is now a very

politician.

6. His death at the age of 40 is a great loss to our
country.

7. We caught sight of the plane emerging from the clouds
but its sound was still
8.1 to Chinese food during my stay in England.
9. Despite an unpromising start, the day fine.
10. We would very much guidance given intelli-
gently.

B. In other words:
Finish each of the incomplete sentences in such a way
that it will best express the meaning of the sentence
before it, using the clue if there is any.
1. Young as she is, she knows very well how to deal with
the world gracefully .
Though she is still young, she is .
2. In the end, the letter was discovered to be a forgery.
(turn)
The letter

3. The level of unemployment in our country worries me

and makes me upset. (concern)



10.

I am

He is always ready to take up hard work. (typical)
Itis ,
I couldn’t go out because it snowed heavily. (keep)

The heavy snow .
As we were so poor in those days, we couldn’t afford to
send our children to school.

Being

There once was a hut on the top of the hill, but now the
hut is gone. (use)

There .
Besides the difficult exams, I also worried about some

other things.
The difficult exams were

Most freshmen felt uneasy with me in the same way [
did with them.
Most freshmen felt as

I thought he would be late, actually he came earlier
than others. (contrary)
Quite

WORD STUDY

concern

concern v.
1) to be about, to have relation to

This story concerns a group of scientists.

He is said to have been concerned in the crime.

2) to be of importance/interest to; to have an effect on

The marriage of a queen concerns all the people who live in her

country.

3) to worry (a person), to cause anxiety, to make unhappy/

9



