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To Readers

Gentle readers, what are you feeling about when you first come into contact with Chinese
characters? Some people feel that Chinese characters are a pile of symbols coming from Mars,
some feel that they are like the little men brandishing spears and sticks. Even the learners
studying Chinese characters for many years feel it a headache when mentioning it. In fact, 1
want to tell you that Chinese , as an ancient and elegant language, has its own rules, rhythm
and system. Once you master them, you will find that learning Chinese characters is not hard,
but increasingly interesting.

Let’s observe the following characters:

I mAyT *# wa gk zhizha #3| gidyin ¥ hadié
¥F Xid % ¥ miféeng ¥E gingting T wénzi
They have one thing in common: they all have the radical “H{”. “H” in oracle bone

inscription is written as ? , and it is pictogram, just like the image of an insect. The
characters with radical “H#,” are related to worm or insect, and characters consisting of “H”
indicate some common insects. At the same lime, these characters have common feature of
pronunciation. It means that the pronunciation of the radical is similar to the whole character.
For example, the pronunciations of “I5” and “ X" are similar to that of “HZHl”. Attention
here, we could guess the general meaning and pronunciation of the characters quickly,
couldn’t we? You need to memorize the feature in practice, then you will know how to
associate pronunciation and font with the meaning of every character together.

In this book, we try to show you the structure feature of Chinese characters and the
relation between characters, thus help you recognize and memorize the characters better
through the usage of characters in words and sentences.

We select 2000 characters, including 1605 characters of grade A and grade B in HSK.
Still, according to the characters statistical tool, we add more than 400 frequently used
characters to this book. These characters are arranged in sound order. The homophones and
the characters similar in shape are put together, easy for readers to search for.

Take “LH{” as an example:



of/fHe HZZE: b ik FE  p : :
tbde 2t two, peeple being cIose wnth sach

other The orlgmal meaning is be;ng
B R N 2% iA): by R dFrk kb side by side and being close to each

T 2% 4] s i e BHK
b AErk B E

"""""""""""" o GhRRIARK.) ey ( BABIASZ 11k9) |
OB LT HRE: e £ ko ® Lk B R A
: OB K M oW A
O L bI” BN BpT GE) B CR#)
| Bl (CEL)  Rokan (B4
Fpl (R  Rlu (R

”other The'axtended meanmg ls com-=

B R AE A o

[Font] The regular script written in square—formed Chinese writing notebook is helpful
to write regularly; the Xingkai is the most close to handwritten form; the original complex
forms of characters reserve more information about structure and meaning, and modem people
sometimes use them in daily life.

[Strokes, Components and Stroke order] Strokes and stroke order are in accordance
with  “Modern Chinese Character Standard for Universal Use Stroke order”; components are
in accordance with “Standard for Modern Common Used Components and Names”, issued by
Ministry of Education of the People’ s Republic of China and State Language Affairs
Commission on March 24, 2009.

[Application] Every character is in accordance with “HSK Vocabulary Program”, and
the words and expressions consisting of this character are divided into four grades: A, B, C
and D. So the students could choose appropriate terms to recognize, read and memorize
according to their levels and requirements. It helps students not only in memorizing
characters, but also in enlarging their vocabulary. Some words and expressions are very
commonly used, yet not collected by the Program, we identify them with “extension”. We put
examples at the end of some single syllables in order to identify the usages. Though the new
program is published for the test of HSK, the new one is diveded into six different degrees,
and there are only more than 6,000 characters. The new program obviously lowers its

standard of characters and vocabulary. Take into Consideration that this book is trying to help
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the readers to learn basic characters and vocabulary, according to our teaching experience, we
provide more explanations and examples of characters and vocabulary for readers, so that
they could break through the barriers of characters and vocabulary. So we still follow the
characters, vocabulary and degrees of original “HSK Vocabulary Program”.

The content of Dashed box is flexible, it contains “font family”, “character meaning”,
“help to memorize”,“antonym”, “analysis”, “compare” and so on.

We respectively sum up the font family with the same phonetic element, such as 75, i,
i, 1&, & ; or the characters with the same radical, such as %% , %, 9§ , 5¢ , JiF. Still, we do
some association according to the meaning of words, such as the terms expressing kinship.

In the part of character meaning, we will explain the etymology and analyze the character
meaning according to the acceptable level of students abroad.

The explanations of some characters are not fit for character meanings, yet they are plain
and direct, and could help students recognize and memorize more easily. The explanation be—
longs to the part of “help to memorize”. For example, the character “##” — fish and mutton
cooked together are delicious.

Some characters with similar shapes are confusing. So we will put these characters in the
part of “analysis” as special notice.

[Picture and Photo] In order to give a better explanation for character meaning, we add
pictures of oracle bone inscription, bronze inscription and seal character to more than one
hundred Chinese characters. We also take photograph of some signs and slogans to show the

characters. Hope it will help the students to memorize in practice.

As teachers teaching Chinese, we want to give the students some suggestions on how to
learn Chinese. These suggestions contain some basic concepts of compiling the book.

I . Repetition. According to some researches concerned, if people want to get the informa—
tion into  “brain”, they have to repeat it at least seven times. We often say that the recipe
of learning Chinese characters is to repeat again and again. So some knowledge may be
repeated again after some slight changes, the aim is to have a better memory by repeti—
tious stimulation. You could take advantage of this principle in the process of learning
characters. Don’t bite off more than you can chew. Remembering little, yet repeating
more. It will take you about thirty minutes to learn Chinese characters, and you could in—
terchange Chinese with some other contents. Dont set aside a certain period of time to do
a large quantity of continuous memory. The only result is headache and inefficiency.

. Component. The component disassembly in this book is in accordance with the new and

most authoritative component standard. We stress components for they are the foundation
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of structures of Chinese characters, especially for some commonly used components have
strong ability of character composition. Having good grasp of these components will pro—
mote recognition efficiency and definition and writing chinese characters. In this book,
there are many sentences of “the characters with some radical are: ...”, when you meet
and read them, you will know them slowly.

Character family and Association. Chinese characters are not isolated, yet related to
each other, and have strong systematization. Some characters have the same phonetic el-
ement, and are formed to be character family. We categorize these characters, add pinyin
to them and make phrases with them. Please learn the Chinese characters in their family,
it can help you use the experience of a selected spot to promote the work in the entire
area, increase the efficiency of reading Chinese characters, and identify the homographs
and homophones easily. At the same time, the book stresses association. For example, if
you learn the character “41.”, you should list all characters expressing colors; if you study
the character “i”, you should list all characters expressing body parts. If you are good
at association, you will build up your knowledge of Chinese characters promptly, getting
twice the result with half the effort.

Character principles. Character principles consist of explanation of the source of char—
acters and font analysis. Chinese characters have long history, and the creation of every
character has psinciples. It will help you understand better and increase ability of mem—
ory if you have a reasonable knowledge of these principles. In “Basic Knowledge of Chi—
nese Characters”, we explains the creation of characters and we adivse you to understand
the features of pictographic characters, indicative characters, associative characters, and
pictophonetic characters through hard work. Pictophonetic characters are especially im—
portant in modern Chinese characters, so it is quite beneficial for you to understand the
phonetic element and idea element of every character. Of course, we encourage you to
invent your own“character principles”. It is helpful and interesting, why not do it?
Application. Chinese characters are not isolated and static, and can’t be memorized
seperately. So we add four grades of vocabulary (A, B, C and D) to every character, write
new words extension and examples, and add pictures accordingly, aiming to memorize
characters in practice. Please keep on reading and using them when you are learning
Chinese characters. Chinese newspapers and magazines or some other Chinese teaching

materials could help you accomplish purposes of using Chinese.

VI. All-dimensional Memory. At the first sight of Chinese character, readers could read

and ascertain pronunciation, then look at the structure and font of character, think about

the character meaning, finally write it to impress memory. Certainly don’ t forget the
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method of deepening simulation. Through the all-dimensional practice of “read, see,
think, write, use”’, enlarge the stimulation range of your brain cell. All-dimensional

memory promises to be the best way of learning Chinese characters.

The two authors have years experience of TCLF ( Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Lan—
guage), and understand the problems and confusions of abroad students in teaching. We sin—
cerely hope that the book will help you study, identify, memorize, and write Chinese charac—
ters better to some degree. Maybe you still feel that Chinese character is a headache after
reading this book. However, it doesn’t matter. Please remember: Rome was not built in a day.
If you have enough confidence, patience, perseverance, even you just learn a little and memo—
rize a bit of Chinese knowledge, you will definitely make great progress finally. When you find
you have known more and more Chinese characters, can speak out the original meaning of
some characters unconsciously, and find out that the rules could help you to memorize several
or more characters, you will be happy and satisfied.

Hope you make great progress, for that is our great joy!

Meng Yinghui, Zhang Yinghua
July, 2010
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