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"Dance” or "Misunderstand”

One Monday morning when I got into the classroom, a tall girl from
Africa asked me, “Professor, did you ‘wuhul’ (misunderstand) last
Saturday?” Iremembered that last Saturday I stayed at home all day. So
I'said, “Iwas at home last Saturday. I did not wuhui (misunderstangi)
anyone.” The student was surprised and asked, “Why didn’t you ‘wuhui’
last Saturday?” At that moment, I realized that she mispronounced
“dance” as “misunderstood”. So I picked up a piece of white chalk and
wrote “wihul (dance)” in Chinese on the blackboard. She said, “That’s
the word I want to say.” Last Saturday, international students in my class
went to a dance (wiihui). That girl tried to ask whether I went to the dance
or not. Since she did not use the right tone, “dance” (wihul) became

“misunderstand” (whui).
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