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PREFACE

Ren Manxin

The favourable response of our readers both at home and
abroad to the series of pictures of Rain Flower Pebbles with
introductory essays which appeared in a special column of the
32nd issue of our periodical The Fine Arts published in Novem-
ber 1985 gave us impetus to prepare for the publication of an
exquisite collection of pictures to be entitled An Album of Rare
Stones and distributed among our readers all over the world.

However, we were embarking on the publication of The Great:

Treasury of Chinese Fine Arts at the time, and we had some
financial difficulties. Therefore we paid a special visit to the
Nanjing Tourism Administration, striving to enlist more subscri-
bers to the album in preparation. To our regret, our efforts
were of no avail, and we had to put off the publication. Never-
theless we had never for a moment given up the idea, and we
felt all the more unworthy of the expectations of our readers
when, in August 1989, the Jiangsu Ancient Book Publishing
House and the Colourprinting House of Hong Kong worked
together and had their elegant Album of Rain Flower  Pebble
Treasure published ahead of us. Luckily enough, the Shanghai
Pebble Lovers’ Society held its “First Session of Shanghai's
Rare Stone Exhibition”” at the Shanghaj Museum of Natural
History early this year, and we took the opportunity to call on
a lot more Rain Flower Pebble collectors. With the concerted
efforts that came from all those interested and five months of
strenuous work, we have now got this volume off press to offer
as a tribute to our readers. Instead of An Album of Rare Stones,
it is entitled The Choicest Rain Flower Pebbles. As there has
already been excellent work before this, what we can do is only
to catch up with our predecessors so as to realize our long-
cherished ambition.

| remember that in the pictures and essays in connection
with Rain Flower Pebbles in the 32nd issue of our periodical
The Fine Arts, each pebble was given a number instead of a
name so that the reader could enjoy the stones to his own
heart's content without being influenced by others who might
have given names from quite different points of view. That way
of arrangement was approved by the reading public, especially
by amateurs in the verse, prose and drawing circles. Now as the
present volume is composed of hundreds of pictures of Rain
Flower Pebbles, we are obliged to give each stone a suggested
title, for we are afraid that the numbering system may hinder
the interflow between one's natural feelings and full appreciation
of the stones. It is hoped, however, that the titles given here
will not limit the reader’s aesthetic appreciation, and that the
reader will be content with the amount of delight he draws
from each picture because the depth of art in a pebble is in
proportion to the reader's own power of imagination.

For the preparation of this volume, our thanks are due to:

The reading public for their great care and enthusiasm,

The Jiangsu Ancient Book Publishing House and the Colour-
printing House of Hong Kong for their initiatory work,

The Shanghai Pebble Lovers’ Society for its support and
promotive effort. and

All those who have helped us by writing essays and/or
giving titles or in all other ways.
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