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First-person Narration

INTRODUCTION

Narration is a process by which events or the character and the setting as well. He may
actions are presented to the reader in a parti- choose to tell the story as if it is his own
cular order. In presenting these events or experience. In this sense, he is using the

actions, the writer usually has to introduce first-person point of view.

©  Lead-in

This part serves as unit orientation. The purpose is to re-activate students’ existing knowledge
and experience in the related area so as to get them actively involved in the process of study,
which emphasizes learning through discovery.

Jask 1 An éxperionce of Selling Something

Suggestions for teaching

Ask the students to work in pairs first to discuss these questions and share each other's knowi-
edge. Then on the basis of the pair work, ask each of them to write a short narrative essay about
their own experience of being a salesperson. The Lead-in activity should take no more than 30
minutes.
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+  Sample Writing

Suggestions for teaching

The approach adopted here is that of induction; that is, the teacher should help the students find .
out how the author has tried to make his description of a place effective. Students should be
encouraged to think, imagine, discover and then draw a conclusion.

Jask 2  (Comprohension and Style

Suggested answers to the questions

1. They may have decided that the young people were of a lower class or undesirable ethnic
group, and thus disdain to answer the door.

2. Answers will vary, but character is probably the least important since the four young people are
not extensively delineated or described. )

3. Answers will vary, but students may come up with something like the following as a state of
the theme; Despite their honest efforts to succeed, young and poor people are often met with

indifference from those who are older or well-to-do.

Jask 3 Whiting a Critique

The answer is open.

Writing Techniques

In writing narration it is important to have a clear theme. Too often, students attempt to tell a
lengthy story worthy of a novel. Trying to relate a long, complex story in a short paper can have
the effect of watching a video in fast forward — it's generally a blur,

On Friday August 6, 1999 I was working my usual night shift at SuperMart when my broth-
er called. My girlfriend Andrea had been in a car accident. I called her mother but only got the
answering machine. So I called my brother back and found out which hospital she had been taken
to. I punched out and raced to the hospital. I expected the waiting room to be crowded like the
ones on TV, but it was deserted. I hoped that the accident had only been something minor and
that Andrea would soon be coming out the door with a few bruises and a nervous smile. But

when I saw her mother’s face as she got off the elevator, I knew it was real bad.



