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In Defence of the Communicative Approach

The CECL project

In 1979, with China newly emerged from its isolation from the out-
side world and EFL teachers in China just becoming aware of the
need to update their teaching, two Canadian teachers and a Chinese
teacher® were brought together at the Guangzhou (Canton) For-
eign Languages Institute and given the task of developing a new set
of EFL materials for students majoring in English in tertiary educa-
tion in China. We named the project CECL?  (Communicative
English for Chinese Learners), because we intended to base the ma-
terials on the communicative approach, and because we wanted to
make it clear that the materials are specifically for Chinese learners.

Three years’ work on the project has involved us in all sorts of
controversies. The approach we are trying to implement makes such
a break with accepted EFL practice in China that we never expected
our project to run a smooth course. The defence 1 offer may clarify
things and may be of interest to colleagues in similar situations out-

side China.

@ Wendy Allen, Nina Spada, and the author. Among others who worked on the
project are: Tim Lockwood, Carol Pomeroy, Caz Philcox, Susan Mainay, and Gail Lan-
gley.

@ The project was originally named ECP (English for Communicative Purposes),
which was later changed to CECL.



