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Unit 1 Law and Peace

Text A

Introduction

Amber Amundson , mother of two children, lost her husband at the Pentagon in
the explosion of September 11th, 2001. In spite of this, she objects to seeking out
vengeance. She wrote to the national leaders to show her wish for peace, helped to
create an organization to advocate peace and joined a peace walk ... She devoted all her
energy to working for the peace tomorrow. How could she possibly do this?

Pre-reading Questions

1. What impact has the September 11th’s explosion had on the American people?

2. If you were one of the national leaders of the U. S. A, what actions might you
take after this event?

3. Do you think it is a good idea to stop terrorism by waging a war?

Work for Peace Gives Widow' Courage

Karen S. Peterson

Amber Amundson, who lost her husband to war, remains
committed to peace. Craig Scott Amundson, a 28-year-old Army
enlisted man, was killed at the Pentagon on Sept. 11.'Amber con-
tinues to be a public force for peaceful solutions to violent problems.
A letter posted from her at sockodesign. com is addressed to “our
national leaders.” It begins with a quote from Martin Luther King
Jr.2, whose birthday the nation honors today. “Darkness cannot
drive out darkness,” she quotes King as saying. ‘M&do
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. Hate mul-

tiplies hate, violence multiplies violence, and toughness multiplies
toughness in a descending spiral of destruction®.”

Amundson, 28, says King’s “words have always inspired me.
I think he and Craig and our family have shared the same dream of

world peace.” In that spirit of non-violece, she is helping create an



organization called Peaceful Tomorrows. A public announcement is
planned within a few weeks.

Amundson continues to drive darkness out of her own personal
world*. “I’'m doing OK,” she says. “I’m keeping myself inspired
so I can continue this work.” She is rebuilding her life, raising her
two children, Elliot, 5, and Charlotte, 3. She is, she says,
“taking things hour by hour these days’.” Moving to be with her
husband’s family in Missouri has proved to be a boon. “The kids
find a lot of comfort being surrounded by Craig’s family,” she says.
“It has been really a saving grace, to be so closely connected to
Craig’s roots. There is something powerful about that.”

She would like to help make some changes in the world, “so
that other children won’t experience this (loss), whether here or in
Afghanistan.” Amber says Craig drove to work in a car with a “Vi-
sualize World Peace” bumper sticker. He raised th,eir\c@ren, she
fight to get what you want. [ do not like-unneetssary death.” “I do
not want my childrenTo grow up thinking that the reason so many
people died following the Sept. 11 attack was because of their
father’s death. I want to show them a world where we love and not
hate, where we forgive and not seek out vengeance,” she writes at
www. nonviolence. org.

The love she speaks of is both spiritual and literal®. Starting
last fall, Amundson began to feel a deep sense that Craig was near-
by. She joined a peace walk between Washington, D. C., and
Ground Zero in New York that combined bus trips and hikes from
Nov. 24 to Dec. 3. The event was sponsored by Voices in the
Wilderness, a group that seeks to end economic sanctions by the U-
nited States against Irag. _

It was during that walk near Jonah House, a Baltimore group
that promotes non-violence, that she felt the proximity of Craig.
“I found myself in the middle of a cemetery, begging for the pres-
ence of Craig, or of God. And then it was like I heard Craig whis-
per, ‘I am all around you. I am with you. ’ ” She looked to her
left, she says, “and I saw this tree. I looked at how powerful the
trunk and the limbs seemed. And I thought of how powerful is the
presence of God. There is something out there that protects us. [

. 2 .



thought about purity, how everything around me was part of this
greater force’, this great spirit. And for the first time, I really felt
I had such a powerful connection to the presence of God. And I had
Craig’s spirit with me. I realized that death—that is so final for us
when we are grieving and deeply saddened and wanting Craig back
here so badly—on that day, I understood that he is still with us.
There is more to our existence than our physical world.” The kids,
she says, believe “there is a greater force taking care of Daddy that
will also take care of us.”

She sees herself “striving for peace in 2002, connecting again
with the true meaning of peace, with what we can do while we are

still here to make our world a better place.”

New Words

address [odres] v. to direct a speech or statement to

advocate ['zedvokst] v. to speak, plead, or argue in favor of

boon [bu:n] n. something very helpful or useful

bumper [bampe (r)] n. (RE) R

cemetery ['semitri] n. a place for burying the dead; a graveyard

descend [drsend] v. to come, fall, or sink from a higher to a lower level; go down

enlist [nlist] v. to (cause to) join the armed forces ‘

grace [grers] n. a sense of fitness or propriety

grieve [gri:v] v. to suffer from great sorrow or sadness

hike [haik] 7. a long walk or march

humanity [hju:'meenrti] n. the quality of being humane or human

limb [lim] n. a (large) branch of a tree

literal ['litarol] adj. being or following the exact or original meaning of a word,
phrase, etc. without any additional meanings

multiply ['maltiplar] v. to greatly increase in number or amount

promote [promout] v. to help in the growth or development of

purity ['pjusritr] ». quality or state of being pure

quote [kwout] w./n. to repeat in a speech or writing the words of (a person, a
book, etc. )

sanction ['senkfan] 7. an action, such as! the stopping of trade, taken by one
country or more countries against a country which is breaking the international law

spiral ['spararal] adj. in the form of a curve winding round and round a central line

sponsor ['sponsa] wv. to act as a sponsor for K2, XIp, B



sticker ['stika] ». HHEAKKNERES (HEHO, BES); KW

trunk [trapk] 7. the main woody axis of a tree ¥, WAIAR HHH

vengeance ['vendsans] n. punishment given to someone in return for harm done to
him, his family, etc. Zfh

visualize ['vizuslaiz] v. to imagine something by forming a picture in the mind

Phrases and Expressions

be committed to to promise (esp. oneself, one’s property) to a certain cause, posi-
tion, opinion, or course of action

the Pentagon the U. S. Department of Defense; the U. S. military establishment
TR

seek out to keep looking for something until finally find it

strive for to struggle hard; make a great effort, esp. to gain something

Notes

1. Sept. 11 On September 11th, 2001, terrorists hijacked (3)%F) several passen-
ger jets and crashed two of them into New York’s World Trade Center and one into
Pentagon in Washington. Thousands of people lost their lives in this tragedy.

2. Martin Luther King Jr. American civil right’s activist serving as the leading
force behind the abolition (BEE&) of segregation (FPEEFEE) laws in the 60’s. He
was assassinated (H#) on April 4th, 1968 while he was in Memphis, Tennessee
supporting a strike of the African American garbage men.

3. in a descending spiral of destruction the only result is that everything concerned
will finally be damaged. It is just a matter of time.

4. drive darkness out of her own personal world work for peace and love to free her-
self from the great pain of the loss of her husband.

S. taking things hour by hour these days Having no idea what is going to happen in
the future, she was doing what she thought was necessary at the moment.

6. both spiritual and literal When she talks about love, she is not just uttering the
word, she also means the deep feeling in it and the emotion it conveys.

7. part of this greater force The greater force here refers to the power of God,
which is beyond the control of human beings.

Exercises

Reading Comprehension
1 . Discuss and answer the following questions about the text .
. 4 .



1. What happened to Amundson’s husband?

2. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” What mean-
ing did he want to convey to us?

What is the aim of the organization—Peaceful Tomorrows?

How did Craig raise their children when he was alive?

Has her husband’s death changed her life? How?

What changes would Amundson like to make to this world? Why?

Why didn’t she want to seek vengeance?

How did she realize that her husband was with her?

According to the text, what is the true meaning of peace?

10. How do you judge Amundson’s actions?

Vocabulary
. Fill in the blanks with words or expressions chosen from the following list.

Change the form where necessary .

multiply comfort remain sponsor sanction
connect descend enlist advocate strive for
1. They have freedom for many years.

2. The valley becomes more steep as we

3. The U. N. would impose economic against the offending nations or gov-

ernments.
4. He a reduction in military spending.
5. The exhibition was by the Society of Culture.
6. He when he realized that his country needed him.
7. Operator, you've me to the wrong number again.
8. The shop began to , eventually springing up in almost every town in the area.
9. It will bea to know that you are standing by.
10. She at home to look after the children when her husband went out.

M. Replace the italicized words with words from the text that best retain the original
meaning .
1. Though he described the place carefully, I couldn’t imagine it because it was so
different from anything I'd known.
2. The government has promised to work all its way to improve health education.
3. He made his every effort to try to win the recognition as an artist.
4. He swore (BE) to take a revenge on the people who have killed his sister.
. 5 .



The government could do more to increase the eoonomié growth of the country.
She was suffering from the great sorrow because of the death of her husband.
He made a speech to a group of people, which received long lasting applause.
Being close to a good shopping center is very important.

He tried to find his friend from the crowds at the railway station.

Structures
IV. Complete the following sentences with “so that” .
Model: He gets up very early every morning, ... ( catch the early bus)
He gets up very early every morning so that he can catch the early bus.
Bring it nearer... ( I see better)
He worded it very carefully... (not cause misunderstanding)
We sent the letter by air mail... (reach them in good time)

S W N =

He didn’t plan his time well... (not finish the work on time)

V.. Reuwrite the following sentences by using “it +be + that”.
Model: She felt the proximity of Craig during that walk.
It was during that walk that she felt the proximity of Craig.
We could not be successful without his help.
Peter didn’t break the window. His brother did that.
We finally decided to hold our meeting in the classroom instead of in the meeting room.
Many years ago, he was born in this small village—Cheng Guan.

:kwNH

Cloze
VI. Fill in each blank with an appropriate word with the help of the first one to three

letters given .

Social change is more likely to o (1) in societies where there is a m (2) of diffe-
rent kinds of people than in societies where people are s (3) in many ways. The simple
reason for this is that there are more different ways of looking at things presented in the
first kind of society. There are more ideas, more dis (4) in interest, and more groups

and organizations with different b (5). Ina (6), there is usually a greater worldly in-

terest and greater tolerance in mixed societies. All these factors tend to p (7) social
change by o (8) more areas of life to decision. In a society where people are quite simi-
lar i (9) many ways, there are fewer occasions for people to see the need or the oppor-
tunity for ¢ (10) because everything seems to be the same. And a (11) conditions may
not be satisfactory, they are at least customary and undisputed (JCR] BHERY).
Within a society, social change is also likely to occur more frequently and more
- 6 .



readily in the m (12) aspects of the culture than in the non-material, for example, in

technology rather than in v (13); in what has been learned | (14) in life rather than

what was learned early, in the less basic and less emotional aspects of society rather
than in their o (15); in the simple elements rather than in the ¢ (16) ones; in form
rather than in substance; and in elements that are acceptable to the culture rather than
in strange elements.

F (17), social change is easier if it is g (18). For example, it comes more readi-
ly in human relations on a continuous scale rather than one with sh (19) dichotomies
(43%4). This is one reason why change has not come more quickly to Black Americans
as compared to other American minorities, because the sharp difference in a (20) be-

tween them and their white counterparts.

Translation

V. Translate the following sentences into English .

1. MfIABEN, EEEHET#. (in spite of)

2. BRIFISRABMARNTRER, EEEH LM SRIE—ERN. (spir-
it)

ANEMRFRER, XRMMERE —IREIRTE, (whether...or)
EXTRERLE E, BEELSLRNEESEMAFIN . (combine...with)
BT HEAMIERMERZREE G, b T L4, (strive for)

A AE 4 FE A TR Y P BR ST 2 BTX BB 1 RS A . (commit to)

SN B~ W

Reading Skills

Connectives (Z£id])

Ve 25 TEAT SCHP 8 S R R 35 B F IV UM KB R R . & 68 A i 1A
FAW T XHANE, EETURER MR EEEE, BUEHEE, E-ETRAE
HOHMBOMIREWR, B, RAEFEX TRE P SR, 8RR
T EEMN, '

FEEER TGS AAKRE: (1) FRETFXITX—BHEHE. (2) #RE
BERABENER, (3) RAFHMKFREELBIFHER. (4) XrEBEH
Eid, (5) BREREXRMER,

1. AFEFXATL—569%38 NRAEFENBRX—HKEF, RAITATLIGE
SRR, MALEOSHE BRSBTS S, Fn BT XA X—HH

B AE
and also more than that furthermore likewise
moreover  in addition what’s more for instance for example

. 7 -



