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101 Helpful Hints for IELTS

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Read the Introduction “What is IELTS?” on pages 4 -5, so that you have a
better understanding of what the examination is about and what is expected of you.

Complete Practice Test One under test conditions. Follow the instructions on pages
152-153. Check your answers with the Answer Keys on page 231. Check your ability
using the Score Interpreter on page 255.

Use the Hints Section starting on page 19 to review with care any mistakes you might

have made in Practice Test One.

Complete Practice Test Two under test conditions. Check your answers with the

Answer Keys on pages 231 and 232. Check your ability using the Score Interpreter on
page 255.

Refer to the Hints Section again to review with care any mistakes you might have made

in Practice Test Two.

Complete the more difficult Practice Tests Three and Four under test conditions. Check

your answers with the Answer Keys on page 232. Check your ability using the Score
Interpreter on page 255.

Contact your nearest IELTS Administration Centre and fill in an application form to
take the test. Apply only when you feel you have adequately prepared and are ready for

the examination.
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101 Helpful Hints for IELTS

WHAT IS IELTS?

AN OVERVIEW

¢ The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) examination can be taken in over 100
different countries in the world. It is primarily designed to assess whether candidates are ready to
study or train in further or higher education courses held in English at college or university.

HE (IELTS, HFRZGEE T MIRRS)HRX, BATZEEN 1004 B R A X 2647, E 5k ik
P M E ) SR B SR A RRNAEIGEREEA TR, AT RS HEENiES.

® The examination takes 2 hours and 45 minutes to complete, and consists of four Sub-tests in the
skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking.
TR RXIL2/ 45508, 40 AW 7 (BEEE B AR L OB YA ST

® There are two IELTS test modules available: the Academic Module and the General Training
Module. The results of the Academic Module may be used to determine a candidate’s suitability
for study at undergraduate or postgraduate level. The General Training Module is suitable for
candidates wishing to continue their studies at diploma level only. The General Training Module
is also used for immigration purposes to Australia or New Zealand, and for students who wish to
complete their secondary education in an English-speaking country. The General Training
Reading and Writing Sub-tests are less demanding than the corresponding Academic Module Sub-
tests, but the Listening and Speaking Sub-tests are the same for both modules.
e P KZE: 22 RIS (the Academic Module ) F1 35I| 2(the General Training Module), 22K
EH A MRS T % AR B R F S BB R AL BE I BE J7 o B VIIE IS F T ARG T
MAIANERIE 4 o JE)IE% & T B EB R E B AR B = A BAESE E P ¥ 8
BHEA . ERVIEE RS, FHEMEEN RN ZERBETFEARLEE X P WM AL, HRHE KT
FIAN OERHAE S WA R AR A

e [t doesn’t matter what subject you are going to study in the future — or have studied in the past — all
students taking the desired module do the same test. You will not be tested on your specific
knowledge of a subject; only your English language skills are assessed.

REZERREBGR(REL EG BT AE, FrAEFARS RS L, HEEEHE
HFEE . ZRABHASE RE—L LN, ZERXREEFZENIGEERT.

e You may write on the question papers, but you may not take the question papers from the
examination room. All your answers must be written on the Answer Sheet provided.

WATLMERS BT, ARV 12, BTABREUIEESRBIHEEFR .

* You can apply to take the IELTS examination at any IELTS Administration Centre. For further
details of your nearest centre, consult the IDP British Council UCLES IELTS Handbook or refer to
the official IELTS website on the Internet: http://www.ielts.org/

A AR — R RO B ER G . BT RESA XRE BRSO B, S MG
BE /TN, SRR E 7 M hitp://www.ielts.org/
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® At certain IELTS Administration Centres it is possible to choose between a computerised version
of the Listening, Reading and Writing Sub-tests (CB IELTS) and the usual paper-based version.
This option is available to Academic Module candidates only at the present time.
FEHLORE R AL, BAAEFES I A | B, BN (CB IELTS) 84 W I 4
%o HATXFESE UERTSmMFEREERNE A,

® You cannot pass or fail the IELTS examination. The university or college that you wish to enter
will inform you of the overall IELTS Band Score they require for enrolment in the particular
course you wish to study. Note that you may also need to achieve a minimum score in a particular
Sub-test (often the Writing or Speaking Sub-test).
FERE A B " B “BOE " Z Yo MR B T A T PR A A 2 i AR B T R T R S B
G, B RERT ZAERA BT b 2 E B B R /ME GE# &5 /E s 0 & HmiiliX) .

e You will be given a mark between 0 and 9 for each of the 4 Sub-tests (there is now the
possibility of overall scores with half marks given in all the Sub-tests — yes, in the Writing and
Speaking Sub-tests, too). Your Overall Band Score is an average of the 4 Sub-test Band Scores,
with fractional scores rounding up or down to the nearest x.0 or x.5 score (with x.25 and x.75 always
rounding up).

PO BT X2 43 S 3Tt — AN FE 0B 94 2 18] i) HAA 43 %5 [ 10 A4~ B gl ikl (42 48 55 4 A0 111 35 X))
#ATLAFT0.54), PR B AT LA 50.553 1o B4 RRSDRE 2 PO~ BT X F S 254, 40 BOBUR i
FIx.088x. 5 (x.25Flx. 7538 # Hex SEAEHOTH ) .

Therefore, if you score 6.5 in the Listening Sub-test
PRt , anSRAE Wr A% 6.5 41
5 in the Reading Sub-test
Be 2 AR s 43
7 in the Writing Sub-test
BEM+H187 4
and 6 in the Speaking Sub-test
AEN g6
Your total score is ~~ 24.5
B4y 24.54%

By averaging the scores (dividing the total score 24.5 by 4) in the example above, you would
achieve an Overall Band Score of 6.0 (which is 6.125 rounded down).
B BB p B IR S T ok (842458 EA4) , WIZEEESTH6.0 (#56.125H16.0)

e You will usually receive your results within two weeks of the date of your test.

A 2T RS PR A IEIE AL R

e If you want to take the examination again, you no longer have to wait a minimum of three months
as you did in the past; you can take the test as often as you wish and there is no limit to the number

of times you can sit for IELTS.
MR EEERSNE R, RUORURIEZDBE=11; FAEAEEMRRSNER, A2
T S5 I A R BB PR
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B THE LISTENING SUB-TEST
W 71 T

® The Listening Sub-test takes 40 minutes: approximately 30 minutes to listen to the recording and
answer the questions, and 10 minutes to transfer your answers to an Answer Sheet provided with
the test booklet.

Wr 3 LIBTIA F EF 4053 5 - FErh K305 4 FR TSR3 | S )R, 10404 AR A 2%
B 2R BB R

® The test consists of 4 sections, and you will hear the recording only once. There are 40 questions
in total.

BN AL S TONSECTION, 3% H#%i—is . 40385,

e The listening passages become more difficult as you progress through the test.
BEE MBI AT , UT I A RS HE S TR A

e Section 1 is based on social or life situations: for example, travel arrangements, visiting a new city,
or making arrangements to go out. This is usually a conversation between at least two speakers.

SECTION U A4Sl AETE SR, W iklFLHE . ST . ZHAT% . T EFRE
PBWAS 5K — BT S

® Section 2 is also based on social or life situations: for example, a news broadcast, or a description
of college facilities. This is usually a passage with only one person speaking.

SECTION 2tiHR LSBTGS, W B IRESO KA B A o SR& — BB
BERISCE

e Section 3 is usually based on education and training situations: for example, a group of students
planning a project, or a tutor and a student discussing career options. This is often a conversation
with up to four speakers.

SECTION 3— B H B & A5, Bl : —4 00 B R, 88— IR — 42
APTEBOLERE, REEF IR HUASS5H—BXE,

® Section 4 is also based on education and training: for example, a lecture or a talk of general
academic interest.

SECTION 4[FIFEHH #F IR, Hlan: —RE— Bk AR & B M P BORIE o

e Both grammar and spelling are important in the Listening Sub-test. You must spell words 100%
correctly when they are spelt out for you in the recording.

FEWT 1 BER oy, EE I E AR E R . 54 AR5 p PR H 0 SR | o B
HIEHR A GRS

e Your answers need to be legible, that is, they must be able to be read. This applies to all the types
of answers you give: letters, numbers and phrases.
ERALIUEMT, WL, ARELE A ; X — OB TH AR ITA KRB ER: F
B | B fEiE,
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® You write your answers on the question paper as you do the Listening Sub-test, and when it is
completed, you have 10 minutes to transfer them carefully onto the Answer Sheet. Make sure that
each answer is transferred accurately and is legible.
FEEATT S AR AT LIEE R B RS b REEHRE, A 100801 HEs %
INFHUH B R b IR REES ik B0 b

B THE READING SUB-TEST
)58 BTGt

® The Reading Sub-test takes 60 minutes and is in 3 sections. There are 3 passages with a combined
length of 2000—2750 words and a total of 40 questions.

[3%] 52 B0 00 328, P B 60438 , 404 = SECTION, It =%, MK B 42000~275017] , 3£40
1B,

® The reading passages become more difficult as you progress through the test.
BEE DA AT, PEE SO Y XE BE 2R B8

* The passages are taken from journals, magazines, books and newspapers. All the topics are of
general interest and are not specialised texts.

PR BESCEEATE BT 28 . BRI WA NAEE—BEEE, A ELlk3E,

® The reading passages may contain diagrams, charts or graphs, and at least one passage will include
an argument. If a reading passage contains technical or specialised words, a glossary is usually
provided.

P ESR A RSO E RN ARLER, MTHELSA -RXEQTER MRXETT
AR HEWAE, EFSEMETER.

® The questions may come before or after the reading passages in the examination booklet, and
instructions and examples are given at the beginning of a new group of questions.

TR Hh G [ R AT BBt B B B R Z AT RS, B — 43 (R R AR A 2 R U
LB o

® When giving your answers in the Reading Sub-test, both grammar and spelling are important.
B R A S R, BRI E IR ER,

® You must write your answers during the Reading Sub-test on the Answer Sheet provided.

% I AAEHEA T B B BT Rl RHE A RIS 2R B

by Sl ey 2]
B THE WRITING SUB-TEST T bk
= : e st = et g
S{E RN R e
B SR A
® The Writing Sub-test takes 60 minutes. R e the
iy g oo
BRI R 60538 o e
® There are two writing tasks.

AL E I EIEAES
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® The first task will take approximately 20 minutes, and you are required to write a minimum of 150
words. The second task will take approximately 40 minutes with a minimum of 250 words.

TASK 1 EYERATRE2040, H4EFTEZR/VE 115018, TASK 25 EE A 1E K A4053-50 N
F/0E H2501

® For Task 1 you describe information that is presented to you in a graph, table, chart, diagram, or
short piece of text. The description is usually given in the form of a report. You might have to
compare sets of data, or use a set of data to support a given statement. Alternatively, you might be
required to describe the stages of a process, describe an object, or explain how something works,
or how it is used.

TASK 1ZGRFB AR KR | Fbk | BIR . BRSSO IMERNE R, 8% LIREHIER
BATHHIE . A BT B RS AR, B — AR R EME R i, d
A REE SR E AR — NI R A BB 15 — Y R SRR R S Y AR [ P
itk

® For Task 2 you are asked to write a formal essay or a report in which you might have to offer a
solution to a particular problem, present and justify an opinion, compare information given in the
question task, or evaluate and challenge a given argument.

TASK 22 RF AT — R IE IS YOk i, Foh E A0 AR R R A sk T vk | 1R 1
RS B H A HE R, BE TN SR BREANE AR R

® In both tasks you must write in the formal academic style appropriate to the question task. You
will also be marked on your ability to organise your writing, and on your choice of content within
your answers.

PITEEAE S5 o, A #LBUR IR A8 B BRI AR SR . B2l Bk
HA L SCTHARE S FEM BT o

® The question tasks do not require any specialised knowledge of a particular subject.

AL S ARESR AR EM2ERH R AR,

B THE SPEAKING SUB-TEST
FiE AT
® The Speaking Sub-test takes between 11 and 14 minutes.
FHE BRI 2 I 11~1420%81
® The Sub-test consists of an interview with a trained examiner, and is recorded on a tape recorder.

This recording is made to ensure the interview is conducted properly and for use if the test is to be

reassessed at a later date.
BN o —IgA ZWE e AR TR, mAdBRaztE. FENHEKEH
PR IE % 4T, IFEAE B e xR4T Rl B o
® There are 3 parts to the Speaking Sub-test.
FHEIAH 3405 =1 PART,
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® Part 1: You answer questions about your home life or family life, work or study, your interests
and other familiar topics of a general nature to reveal your background. (4—5 minutes)
% A E i FI A R RDR AR B S AB O, [BIRW R KA . TAES%3 A
PR S HABSAUTERE . (4~54351)

® Part2: You are given exactly 1 minute to prepare yourself to talk about a particular topic. The
instructions to guide your talk are written on a card given to you by the examiner. Your
talk should last for 1-2 minutes. The examiner will ask one or two questions at the end.
(3—4 minutes — including preparation time of 1 minute)
A et AR — B EEEN R S FE SR KA, LEA &
B IEER TV K5 NFRE1~2080 . BIGH B SR E— 24N R (3~45
B, AR 1 PP RO HERETE]) o

® Part3: You have a discussion with the examiner based on themes connected to the topic given in
Part 2. This part of the test requires discussion of more abstract ideas. (4—5 minutes)
X EMEEFPART 29 RTINS . AFRZRET X R s E1 T3
o (4~55145f)

The interview is then closed and the Speaking Sub-test is completed.
RS R, HEMK5E .

® Most of the questions asked in the Sub-test are scripted; they come from a bank of questions
prepared by the test authorities. These questions are being continually added to and updated.

FE IR ER 43 Fp 43 1o AR A F WA 5 XS Rk B T E 7 e ril R, HaA
bR e 4 o T SE B [

® The Speaking Sub-test Band Score is calculated from a comprehensive checklist of speaking skills
in 4 distinct areas of ability:

HIEMRRR LA SR X DB BB N AR T RS a5 ARG H A

Fluency and Coherence Lexical Resource
VAR B A R LR

Grammatical Range and Accuracy Pronunciation
VT LRI B

(See Hint 85 for an explanation of these skills.)
(Z WLHINT 855X iX L5 RERIRE . )
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Ten Myths about the IELTS Test 533 B &+ KiRX

Commonly held beliefs which are untrue!

n The IELTS test is more difficult than other English tests.

|7 B ik b S E R E A,

Well, no. The IELTS test is not necessarily any
more difficult than other tests, but not all tests
assess the same skills. The IELTS test will
certainly challenge you because the training
course you are considering will be tough, too.

HERRM . HEB KA A HoH A 3
X, MR F 85 XM E % & N E AR —FE .
FEBE RN THAERGEE €& —Pkik; B
% A4 EEE BS M JIIRE, REHNE
WA XER

I can choose which module of the IELTS test | wish to take.

BT EEREECBRES MR

Not quite. If you want to do a degree course, you
MUST take the Academic Module. The General
Training Module is for diploma level courses
and immigration purposes. But it is true that the
IELTS test module you take is determined by the
choices you make about your future.

ASERIEM . WRVRE HRTFEALRER, B
IR FREARRE L ; HVIRF KR T E
FRIFHE VI L R ATER RO A TR
B, qnSRULAR BT i 5 IR BYR iy R %
H SRR LR FT R E Y , R4 X F Uik
RIERH o

The IELTS tests are different in various parts of the world. X

[t R E X T BB it B R — R

No. There are many versions of the test, and at
any given examination there may be a different
version being given at a centre. However, IELTS
is a standardised, global test.

AR B ABA RS RS, FEHIX
A ERXPOERN A REREAFRKRAE . R
i, i R — T EERAL R HEE A

n | can get a better score at some IELTS testing centres than at others. X

[ AT R e B 2 SEVS L H b2 S EE NS

Absolutely not. IELTS officials use many means
to ensure standardisation of Band Scores
throughout the world. Of course, it could be true
that taking IELTS in an English-speaking
country is beneficial, but only because you are
being exposed to English every day.

B | can only take the IELTS test a total of 3times.

[# 2% REESM=KRHBER,

Not true. You can now take the IELTS test as
many times and as often as you wish. But it is
sensible to wait at least two and preferably three
months — continuing to practise — before you
get tested again. This should increase your score.

HRENER BT RATIRE Tk
R ERVE E N BRI . SR, XL
WA ] fER IE M —EJGE E RS %
RS EAF, (Hx R R A IRa KA AT
ESGEIREE T

Y
| 8

A o YREUTE T LR IS A RE R E S
FE B R BRI A . (BRI i [A]
EEELPWANA  BF=1A4RUAE Z%,
FEX BB (Al N NSRS, XA BB R
SR
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n I can successfully study for the test by myself. pod

EDPEET ST foe =

We do not think so. The authors realise that every
student has his or her own particular study method,
but to prepare effectively for the IELTS test you
should get professional advice from a tutor, either
in a class or privately. You should also realise that
General English Course practice is useful in
additionto a specialised IELTS Course.
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To get a good result in the IELTS test | should do as many practice tests as

b4 possible.
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Really? Achieving a satisfactory Overall Band
Score is the result of a number of strategies, not
of just taking practice tests. And, definitely, if
you do a practice test, you must work out why
you made each and every mistake; otherwise
you are missing out on valuable “learning” time.
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The Listening Test is the most difficult of the IELTS Sub-tests. X
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Many students believe that one particular Sub-
test is more difficult than all the others. Of course,

all they are really saying is that they need extra
practice in that skill area. Sorry, it is a myth.
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If | don’t think my score is accurate, there is nothing | can do about it. *
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If you receive a Band Score that you believe is
not an accurate assessment, you can have all or
any of your test papers and speaking assessment
re-evaluated. This costs extra, unless your score
increases. The second assessmentbecomes official,
but IELTS will not lower your original score.
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If  get a good score, | can use it as proof of my ability at any time in the future. x
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Not at any time in the future, no. There is a time
limit on the usefulness of the Test Report Form
which you receive after having taken the IELTS
test. This period is about two years, provided
you can prove that you have maintained your
English.
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