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PREFACE

by Lin Tianqging

In compiling the Educational Records of Fujian Province, I often had the chance to get in
touch with compilers and other staff members of the Educational Records of Gulou District. We
discussed the gists of compiling the records and exchanged references regularly. We help each oth-
er and learned a lot from each other.

Now the Educational Records of Gulou District has been published in book form. I must say
it is a creating project. Present before us is a general picture describing systematically the 1, 600
— year development of education in Gulou District. Since I once worked for many years in Fujian
Education Department and Fujian Education Scientific Research Institute, 1 know quite a lot
about Gulou District’ s educational work and understand compiling records is not an easy job.
Their achievements must be recognized and their.experiences are worthwhile learning. So when
they asked me to write a preface for the book, I readily agreedao accept the task.

Gulou District, located at the center of Fuzhou City, has a long history in culture and educa-
tion. Many well — known figures came forth in large numbers here such as Lin Zexu, Yan Fu,
Xie Bingxin, and Lin Juemin. They once lived or studied or worked here, either in academies of
classical learning or in old schools. The schooling here laid a foundation of their later achieve-
ments. Since the founding of new China in 1949, Gulou District has been the seats of leading
bodies of Fujian Province and Fuzhou City. Many important policies made by the provincial or
municipal governments are known and carried out first by Gulou District. The education here has
developed rapidly for the past forty years with the establishment of complete system from
preschool education to higher education. There are numbers of primary and middle schools direct-
ly under Fujian Province or Fuzhou City. Their experiences of running schools and measures for e-
ducational reform have great influence on their counterparts all over the province. How to compile
the educational records of Gulou District, the only special one in Fujian Province, has much to be

discussed. Now they have realized their goal in the constant investigations and studies, which has
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provided us with many experiences.

Firstly, the styles and lists of titles are the framework of compiling records. The records can-
not include every event happened in the history. Instead, compiled in the records are only those
which can reflect the education development laws, the important achievements and the major
events concerning experiences and lessons happened in education circles. After repeated discus-
sions and writing practices, the Editorial Board of the Educational Records of Gulou District final-
ly decided on the following writing plan: proceeding from the District actual conditions to lay em-
phasis on the District education while having the overall situation in view. The lists of titles are
set according to different periods of education and varied categories of schools. The book is divided
into special chapters and sections to record the scales, teaching methods and administration of var-
ious schools. The classification is appropriate and the book easy to read. The deficiency is that you
can not see the whole development of the District’ s education. To make up the inadequacy, the
book lays empbhasis in describing the District educational development in General Introduction sec-
tion and arranges Briefs sections in some chapters. Another problem is besides the schools run by
the District, there are some other schools directly under the provincial and municipal authorities in
the District. It is not proper if they are all included in the book or the book only describes the de-
velopment of the District’ s education cause. To solve the problem, the book arranges a chapter
introducing schools run by provincial and municipal authorities and in other chapters are focuses on
the District educational development. Included in the book are also such chapters as Party and
League activities, social bodies and teachers science research achievements. They form the impor-
tant parts of education. Though these contents are appeared in the Party and Masses Records of
Gulou District and Publishing Records of Gulou District, these special records can not give large
space to describe them and the educational records can not prove their achievements if without
those contents.

Secondly, we talk about the contents of the Educational Recdds of Gulou District. The con-
tents are around their fixed topics describing the key cases and typical materials of various educa-
tional development. In gathering materials of the book, the compilers considered to dovetail the
provincial and municipal education records instead of repeating them. The provincial and munici-
pal records stress importance of macro — decisions indicating the educational development through
outstanding figures and events which will affect the whole city or the whole province, while the
District’ s records lay emphasis on major events happened in the District and how the District
carries out policies made by the higher levels. Thus, the provincial, municipal and District’ s ed-
ucational records become a series of projects. They bring out the best in each other and play posi-
tive roles in politics.

Lastly, let us come to the characteristics of the educational records. One of the standards to
judge the quality of records is whether they reflect the local educational characteristics. The Edu-
cational Records of G-ilou District, based on the changes of the District’ s historical conditions,

its geographical position and its various political and economic environment in different stages,
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tells about the formation and innovation of the District’ s education ideclogy, the achievements of
education reform, and the channels and methods of fostering qualified personnel. From the
records, one can see leaders at all levels from the past to the present attach importance to the edu-
cation. The District’ s education characteristics are obsvious in the book. I quite appreciate the
book spares no efforts in describing the development of educational establishments, the arduous
work of educational workers and the unselfish contributions and scientific research achievements of
teaching and administrative staff. I am sure the thought of respecting teachers and revering their
teachings embodied in the book will inspire many educational workers, teachers and students in
their determinations and confidence to fight all their lives for the cause of education.

In short, I think the Educational Records of Gulou District is worthwhile reading. There is
much in its reasonable style, its substantial contents and its outstanding characteristics that we
can make use of.

Everything is always in the process of developing and changing as the history advances. Edu-
cational records can only take down the relatively stable historical events in a certain stage. It can
not be perfect in every way. It will often happen to rewrite a historical event in a certain stage or
to revise a certain conclusion as the new historical materials being discovered and the scientific re-
search work progressed. The Educational Records of Gulou District has provided us with abundant
historical data for the future educational development and scientific researches. However, there
are also some deficiencies in the book. The materials are not enough in some chapters, such as in
the period of the Republic of China (1912 —1949); The interrelations between chapters are not
close enough; Some narrations are not quite logical; And the causes and effects of something are
not so clear.

Now that the Educational Records of Gulou District has come into being, its influence will be
far — reaching. It will remain to later generationé to explore a new world of education in this Dis-
trict.

My opinions above are for reference only.

May 1, 1995
at Fyjian Education Commission

Note: The author of the preface was director of the Spoken and Written Language Office Under Fujian Educa-
_ tion Commisston, deputy director of Fujian Educational Research Institute. Now he is managing director
of China Local Education Records Research Institute, deputy chief editor of the Educational Record of

Fujian Province.
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PREFACE

by Guo Detai

Fuzhou’ s Gulou District has been the site of provincial government through the ages. Its
thriving education has brought up many celebrities. The Educational Records of Gulou District is
the first such records ever published in the District. To describe an educational history as long as
1, 600 years is not an easy job. We have the following experiences as to do the job well:

1. Making decision on the importance of compiling the Records. History has left us many ed-
ucational manuscripts, which, plus today’ s achievements, has shown the education in the Dis-
trict has been developing very fast. It is a pity so far not a record has been published to describe
systematically the outline of the situation. ’

We are willing to spend millions of money on building modern schoolhouses. (It is important
anyhow, but the houses will be destroyed some day.) We musgn’ t begrudge 10 to 20 thousands
of money spent on the compiling of educational records. It is a spiritual product, will be handed
down forever, functioning as government’ s reference, history records and teaching material.
Today’ s contribution will benefit the latter generations.

2. Improving the compiling quality. Through the practicing of the records compiling, we
have set up 10 standards in writing an excellent record. They include correct views with dialecti-
cal unity; reasonable and scientific arrangement of the contents; complete but creative stylistic
rules and layout; reliable and abundant materials, reflecting overall the characteristics of Gulou
District; written in concise and comprehensive style; real historical photos; clear forms and pre-
cise maps; well printed and decorated; and no errors in proofreading.

Compiling records is a comprehensive art. Its quality denies any defection. We adhere to the
10 standards in compiling the Records from very beginning to the end. The Compiling Committee
and the District’ s Education Bureau have given full support in manpower, material resources and

financial capacity.
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3. Carefully choosing chief editor. We must choose a chief editor to put the 10 standards into
practice. We have the three basic requirements for choosing the chief editor: loving the Party’ s
educational cause; being familiar with the educational situation of Gulou District; possessing the
quality of moral, knowledge and talent. Comrade Huang Cheng is the right person for the job.
Though he applied for retirement, we asked him to remain to accept the job. We let him realize
his ambition of writing something in his later years. For lack of editors in the editorial depart-
ment, it is difficult for him to compile the records with 730 thousand Chinese characters. Leaders
from the District Party Commity, government and Education Bureau knew the situation and went
to his home to extend their regards. They assigned a big apartment to him. He uses one room as
a studio for compiling the Records. He senses the heavy burdens, but he is determined to do the
job well to come up to the leaders’ expectations.

4. Availing the whole District’ s support. The records must contain as much material as
possible and involve many aspects. We required every department in the District, such as primary
and middle schools, kindergartens, Teachers’ School for Advanced Studies, Children’ s Science
and Art Palace, Adult Education Office and Institutions of Higher Learning Admissions Office, to
give assistance if needed. No matter the material needed by the Records Editorial Department is in
written or oral forms or photes, they must provide immediately. When the trial edition came out,
we organized the experts to read through to solicit the comments. '

The archives of the District’ s Education Bureau was established tens of years ago to gather
materials for the Records. The archives superintendent Chen Mingji, also deputy director of the
Records Compiling Committee, has done a lot of jobs for the records. Chiefs of every department
in the District’ s Education Bureau provide sufficient materials for the book and offered their im-
provements many times. Leaders from the Records Cgmpiling Committee and the District’ s Ed-
ucation Bureau took great concern on the development of the Records. They often give guidance
and support if necessary.

5. Relying on advisors and experts. We invited many former Education Bureau directors as
advisors, who made great contributions to the District’ s educational cause, now they suggest
ways and means for the records.

Lin Tianging and Hou Quanlin are other two advisors, who are deputy chief editors of the E-
ducational Records of Fujian Province. They made corrections four times. Lin Bofang, chief edi-
tor of the Educational Records of Fujian Province made twice improvements for the Records and
provided some rare manuscript and photos. We also invited director of the Records of Gulou Dis-
trict Lin Yixuan to make comments and suggestions. 80 — year — old expert Lin Jiazhong made six
times corrections for the Records and checked many figures and facts.

We must say the publishing of the Records is the result of collective wisdom of leaders, ex-
perts, members of Compiling Committee and all District teachers and staff members. Here, we
would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the above mensioned experts, advisors and schol-
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When the records is published, we should do well the circulation job to collect readers opin-
ions in the whole country. Besides, we should make full use of the Records, organizing forums
and knowledge contests on reading the Educational Records of Gulou District among the old, the
middle — aged and the yonng teachers with the purpose to carry out the advanced educational
thinking, experiences and figures in the Records. |

The day when the records is published is the day when the preparation work of compiling
next records begins. We will go on summarizing our work in compiling the records for the refer-
ence of next records’ compilers. We will further strenthen the archives work in every level of the
District’ s Education Bureau and improve every year’ s education almanac, leaving the next
records compilers rich and complete materials. The day will come when the second Educational
Records of Gulou District is come off the press in several years or in 2010. At that time, the edu-
cation will be more modern, the experience of compiling records be richer, the compiling technol-

ogy be much improved. Surely, the second one will be much better than the first one.

September 26, 1996
At the Education Bureau of Gulou District

Note: The author of the preface is director of the Compiling Committee of the Educational Records of Gulou
District and Director of Gulou District” s Education Bureau.



