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became an Islamic republic on 1 April 1979, following the Iranian Revolution.
Iran is 2 founding member of the UN, NAM, OIC and OPEC. The political
system of Iran, based on the 1979 Constitution, comprises several intricately connected

governing bodies. The highest state authority is the Supreme Leader. Shia Islam is the

official religion and Persian is the official language.

Section B Texts Reading
Text A

What “Engagement” With Iran and North Korea Means

http . //www. nytimes. com/2009/06/17/world/17sanger. htmi

By David Sanger From The New York Times June 16, 2009

Ever since they settled into the Situation Room and began to plot strategies for
their first encounters with North Korea and Iran, President Obama’s aides have de-
scribed the two countries as polar opposites, unified only by a common desire for nu-
clear weapons.

Now the two countries are about to become two radically different experiments in
how “engagement” works or fails to work, as the new president takes a dramatically
more confrontational approach with Pyongyang on the high seas, and tries to navigate
the tricky politics of exploiting the anger on the streets of Tehran.

President Bush famously lumped North Korea and Iran together as two-thirds of
the Axis of Evil, a post-9/11 sound bite that obfuscated, in the minds of many, the
very different challenges they pose.

After examining what went wrong in the Bush years, when North Korea harves-
ted most of the plutonium for its small arsenal, and Iran sped ahead to build the ca-
pability to make its own nuclear fuel, Mr. Obama and his aides are now designing

- different strategies for the two countries that are based on radically different assess-



ments of their motivations.

In the Obama analysis, the North is receding into what the president’s top strat-
egists have repeatedly called a “defensive crouch,” trying to stave off the world with
a barrage of missile and nuclear tests while the country’s leadership tries to sort out a
survival strategy. Constantly on the brink of starvation, its military so broke that it
cannot train its pilots, it has no illusions about becoming a great power in Asia. Iis
main goal is survival—and exploiting the money-making opportunities that come from
arms exports.

In contrast, Iran looked to the Obama team as a far more dynamic, open society
eager to réstore its traditional role as one of the great powers—if not the greatest—in
the Middle East. To the country’s leadership, and to many of the reformers as well,
the nuclear program is all about bolstering its chances at restoration. Unlike North
Korea, Iran may not need a fully tested nuclear weapon. It just needs to create the
perception that, with a few twists of the screwdriver, it is capable of turning a peace-
ful nuclear infrastructure into a weapons program, in a matter of months. The per-
ception may be as powerful as the bomb.

“Nuclear weapons capability would surely add to Iran’s ability to twist arms in
the region,” Dennis Ross, the administration’s chief Iran strategist, wrote with David
Makovsky in their new book about the Middle East, Myths, Hlusions, and Peace,
published just as Iranians went to the polls last week in the now-disputed election.
The book, completed before Mr. Ross was hired by the administration, is causing
considerable heartburn in the White House, because it lays out a step-by-step recipe
for what the authors call the “hybrid option” —combining diplomatic initiatives with
~excruciating economic pressure on the most vulnerable elements of Iran’s oil sector,
whose output is declining.

But re-analyzing the problem is easier than designing workable strategies to re-
verse what may now be irreversible. American presidents have been certain they
could contain North Korea, or perhaps speed its collapse, since the armistice that
ended the Korean War in 1953. That was the same year that the C. I. A. organized a
coup that deposed Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddeq and installed the Shah—a

cold war operation for which Mr. Obama just publicly apologized during his speech at
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Cairo University last month. Very little has broken Washington’s way in either coun-
try in the ensuing 56 years.

So is there any reason to believe that Mr. Obama’s new approaches will change
the dynamic with either country? Maybe, but there are huge risks ahead.

The decision to confront North Korea with overwhelming pressure—designed to
bring its shipping and financial transactions to a virtual standstill—is based on the
conclusion that re-entering negotiations to buy the dismantlement of the country’s
main nuclear facility at Yongbyon is a futile strategy. It has already failed twice,
once for President Clinton, once for President Bush. When Robert M. Gates, the
defense secretary, said “I’'m tired of buying the same horse twice,” he was signaling
that the administration would not offer fuel, food or security guarantees in return for
incremental steps to take apart the reactors and plutonium reprocessing facilities in-
side the high walls at Yongbyon. |
It may not be a problem; North Korea says it is never coming back to .the talks.

“engagement” strategy

Maybe it will, maybe it won’t. But until then, Mr. Obama’s
is more about overwhelming pressure than diplomacy.

By hailing and seeking to inspect suspect North Korean ships in the Sea of Ja-
pan, and then pressing nations around the world to pick apart the ship’s cargo once
they pull into ports for refueling, Mr. Obama is seeking to bring to a grinding halt
the last revenue-producing element of the North Korean economy. The risk is that,
however carefully designed to avoid open confrontation, the North Koreans will lash
out—perhaps opening fire on American, Japanese or South Korean ships, creating
an incident that could quickly escalate.

“Right now, our biggest worry is the North Korean captain who does something
very, very stupid,” a senior military officer in the Pacific Command said Monday.
“And when you intercept ships and tell them to stop, the risk is that someone can’t
control their adrenaline. Then we can find ourselves back in the old days.”

In Iran, in conirast, the administration’s approach is likely to be far more about
diplomacy in the next few months than about pressure.

Mr. Obama’s aides are clearly seeking to stand back and watch while protesters

take to the streets shouting slogans against the country’s ruling elite. The, White
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House fears that if the president speaks too supportively of the protesters, it will give
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad the chance he-is looking for to portray the angry
crowds as American stooges. After all, in Iran it does not take much to stoke memo-
ries of the Mossadeq fiasco.

It is too early to know whether these protests, which no one predicted, will gain
steam or simply burn out. Mr. Obama’s conundrum is that he does not have the lux-
ury of time. International nuclear inspectors describe a nuclear program that is
speeding up—moving the country very close to the nuclear capability that the United
States, Israel and Iran’s Arab neighbors say they cannot abide.

Yet if the new administration moves too quickly in executing the strategy of “en-
gagement with pressure” —what Mr. Ross and Mr. Makovsky describe in their book
as showing the mullahs that “Iran’s economic lifeline is going to be cut and the oil
revenues are going to dry up”-—it could quickly turn those young Iranians in the
streets against Washington. And as one of Mr. Obama’s strategists put it the other
day, hearing those protesters shout down the clerics “sounds a lot better to my ears

'9”

than ‘ Death to America

Text B

Inside the Iranian Crackdown

When the unrest flared, the Ayatollah’s enforcers took to the streets of Tehran

with batons and zeal

http://online. wsj. com/article/SB124726981104525893. htm|
By Farnaz Fassihi From The Wall Street Journal July 11, 2009

TEHRAN—When the protests broke out here last month, Mehdi Moradani an-
swered the call to crush them.

On the first day of the unrest, the 24-year-old volunteer member of Iran’s para-
military Basij force mounted his motorcycle and chased reformist protesters through
the streets, shouting out the names of Shiite saints as he revved his engine.

On the fourth day, he picked up a thick wooden stick issued by his Basij neigh-
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borhood task force and beat demonstrators who refused to disperse.

Members of Iran’s Basij paramilitary force, on motorcycle, police a demonstration in Tehran on
Thursday.

By the eighth day, demonstrators alleging that President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
had rigged his re-election were out by the hundreds of thousands. Mr. Moradani says
he mobilized in a 12-man motorcycle crew, scouting out restive neighborhoods across
Tehran. He battled protesters with a baton and tear gas. The demonstrators fought
back with rocks, bricks and bottles. Mr. Moradani says he handcuffed scores of
demonstrators and dragged them away as they kicked and screamed.

“It wasn’t about elections anymore,” says Mr. Moradani, a short, skinny man
with pitch-black hair and a beard. “I was defending my country and our revolution
and Islam. Everything was at risk. ”

The mass uprising against the results of the June 12 election by supporters of
Mr. Ahmadinejad’s challengers has largely died down. Demonstrations this Thurs-
day, though heated, drew thousands rather than hundreds of thousands. Iranian offi-
cials have said between 17 and 20 people have died in the month long protests. Inde-
pendent organizations tracking human-rights violations in Iran put the death toll clos-
er to several dozen.

If Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei succeeds in stamping out the unrest,

it will be in large part because of Mr. Moradani and his colleagues in the Basij mili-
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tia, the Islamic Republic’s most loyal foot soldiers.

The story of Mr. Moradani, a mid-ranking Basij member, offers a rare glimpse
into one of the most mysterious and feared arms of Iran’s regime—and into the
group’s most significant mobilization since the Iran-Iraq War of the 1980s. This por-
trait of Mr. Moradani is based on interviews with him conducted in person and by
phone, both before the uprising and after the crackdown began.

The Basij fanned out across Tehran, beating protesters with sticks, lining streets
and squares, and roaring through neighborhoods on their motorcycles in a show of
force. Regime officials praised the shock troops.

“Qur efforts to unveil the faces of our enemy saved Iran from a grave danger,”
Yadollah Javani, the political chief of the Revolutionary Guard Corps, which com-
mands the Basij, said last week. _

But the Basij also became the most visible target of the opposition’s fury. In
some neighborhoods, protesters covered streets with oil to thwart Basij motorbikes,
surrounding and beating fallen Basij riders.

The Basij was created in 1979 by the founder of the Islamic Republic, Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini. It was devised as a volunteer force, 1o back up the Iranian army
in the Iran-Iraq war. Many of its young members were deployed to the battlefield to
walk ahead of soldiers and detonate Iraqi mines.

After the war ended in 1988, the Basij evolved into a type of neighborhood task
force. Members serve as law enforcers, morality police, social-service providers and
organizers of religious ceremonies. In times of crisis, the Basij are tasked with resto-
ring order and ferreting out dissidents.

Iran’s government says the Basij count some five million members. Independent
analysts put the number closer to one million, out of an Iranian population of about
75 million.

Those numbers make the group the regime’s largest and most wide-reaching net-
work of security volunteers. Members, both men and women, slip easily between
roles, from social worker to comrﬂunity spy.

The Basij don’t wear uniforms. Men typically sport beards, and often wear
loose-fitting shirts that fall untucked over their pants. Women members are usually

covered in head-to-toe black chadors.
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Rank-and-file members don’t draw salaries, though there are perks to the job.

They enjoy special consideration when competing for university admission or govern-
ment jobs.

A Basij chapter operates out of every officially sanctioned institution, private or
government owned. Ministries, universities, factories, schools, mosques and hospi-
tals all house Basij units. Joining the Basij can be as easy as signing up. But mem-
bers are carefully vetted. Indoctrination includes theology and ideology seminars,
then military training.

During the administration of reformist President Mohamad Khatami, from 1997
to 2005, the Basij were only called out during times of street protests. After Mr. Ah-
madinejad won the presidency in 2005, the Basij enjoyed something of a revival.

Under Mr. Ahmadinejad, authorities reinstituted street checkpoints, manned by
Basij and separate morality police, who monitored everything from men’s haircuts to
how women wear their mandatory headscarves.

In 2005, Basij forces were placed under the command of the Revolutionary
Guard Corps, Iran’s most elite security force. The Guard, with responsibility for in-
ternal security, runs a sort of parallel military, with its own air force and naval bran-
ches, its own ministry and extensive business activities.

Mr. Moradani is the son of a former commander of the Guard, who fought
against Israel in Lebanon in the 1980s and helped train the armed militia of Hezbol-
lah, the Lebanese Shiite group.

The eldest of three children, Mr. Moradani was enrolled by his parents in the
Basij’s youth club when he was nine years old. The youth club is a mix between the
Boy Scouts and Bible school. The clubs organize soccer games, swimming lessons
and picnics in the woods.

Children are taught how to pray, and they recite Quranic verses. Religious
teachings at the clubs emphasize the call to defend Islam, even at the expense of
death, or martyrdom. Future Basij members are told to strive to create a pure society
in line with conservative Islamic values.

Mr. Moradani remembers field trips to war monuments, Shiite shrines and so-
called martyrs’ cemeteries, where those who died in the Iran-Iraq war are buried. He

received his first military training before he turned 14, learning how to handle a gun
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and fight from trenches, he says.

When he was 14, the Basij forces piled Mr. Moradani and 100 other youths into
buses and took them around the dormitories of Tehran University. At the time—10
years ago this week—students had been orchestrating large, antigovernment protests.
The demonstrations were among the most significant since the 1979 founding of the
Islamic Republic.

Basij commanders ordered the teenagers to beat up student organizers, Mr. Mo-
radani says. They did. In 2003, when student uprisings erupted again, he rushed to
help quash them.

“The revolution and Islam need me. I will give my life in a heartbeat if the re-
gime asks me,” Mr. Moradani said in an interview earlier this year at a shop in cen-
tral Tehran, where he sells Islamic and revolutionary paraphernalia, including key
chains, T-shirts and CDs. “Our society is now at the verge of sin and filled with an-
tirevolutionary people. ”

In his small store, Mr. Moradani works with his shoes off, because he also
prays there. The shop’s walls are adorned with framed posters of Iran’s Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Khamenei, Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and Mr. Ahmadinejad.

“My heroes,” he says.

Mr. Moradani, who lives in Shahr-eh Rey, a city adjacent to southern Tehran,
didn’t attend university. He focused instead on his religious studies. He says he
hopes one day to follow in his father’s footsteps and join the Revolutionary Guard.

He has taken the Guard’s rigorous entrance exam twice, passing the ideology
and the written portions both times. But he failed the final hurdle; an intense inter-
view that lasts six to eight hours. Applicants must discuss why they are loyal to the
regime and the Supreme Leader. He intends to try again.

Mr. Moradani takes religious-singing lessons and aspires to master “madahi,”
the art of chanting Shiite religious odes at holy ceremonies. His cellphone is pro-
grammed to ring with a famous religious song about Imam Hussein, a Shiite saint.

Before the election, Mr. Moradani campaigned for Mr. Ahmadinejad. He prin-
ted campaign posters and pasted them on walls. The day after the vote, with his can-
didate declared the winner, Mr. Moradani bought a box of chocolate cupcakes and

drove his motorcycle to one of Mr. Ahmadinejad’s campaign offices to celebrate.
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A few hours later, he recalls, he was shocked to see demonstrators filling the
streets. They set plastic trash bins afire along Tehran’s long Vali Asr Avenue. Men
and women, gathered in clusters across town, shouted “Death to the Dictator. ”

Riot police chased them away. The demonstrators regrouped and began chanting
again—a cat-and-mouse game that played out for days.

“I never expected the protests to be so intense and last so long,” said Mr. Mo-
radani in a phone interview from Tehran this week. “I thought it would be over in a
few days. ”

Basij members organized to support riot police and other security officials across
Tehran. Some Basij members infiltrated the opposition demonstrations, according to
eyewitnesses.

Protesters,, most of them young, fought back. “You saw young people on both
sides mobilizing with vengeance and willing to kill,” said Issa Saharkheez, a politi-
cal analyst in Tehran, in an interview shortly after the election. Mr. Saharkheez was
subsequently arrested in detentions that followed the unrest.

At the height of the street battles, in Saadat Abad, a middle-class neighborhood
in east Tehran, young men and women organized themselves into an unofficial militia
to fight the Basij, with a “commander” taking responsibility for each street. Every
afternoon, they would meet to prepare for the evening’s expected battle, according to
a 25-year-old student who was involved with the group.

They collected rocks, tiles and bricks from construction sites and spilled oil on
the roads, an attempt to sideline the Basij’s motorcycles. When a Basij rider would
go down, the young men would beat him, according to the student. Women stood
back, screaming “Death to the Dictator” and stoking bonfires in the street. Older
supporters remained indoors, throwing ashtrays, vases and other household items
from their balconies and windows onto the Basij motorcycle riders below.

“There was a war going on here every night,” the student says. “We are not
going to stand and let them beat us.”

At the end of the first week of protests, Mr. Khamenei, the Supreme Leader,
led Friday prayers and endorsed Mr. Ahmadinejad’s victory. He ordered all demon-
strators off the streets.

A few hours after Mr. Khamenei’s sermon, Mr. Moradani got a call at home.



