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At last!

Qi Zhi's definitive history of the Cultural Revolution in Inner
Mongolia is about to reach a wider audience. I have silently anticipated
this moment ever since 1 first enjoyed the privilege of reading the hefty
bundle of handwritten manuscript pages it consisted of back in an age when
personal computers were still few and far between in China.

So impressed was 1 by that first text— which has since been amended,
reworked, and intellectually upgraded to become the Must Read Tome that
you, dear reader, hold in your hands—and so awed by the scholarship of its
author that I was compelled to produce a rough translation of parts of it, and
to the best of my knowledge The Cultural Revolution in Inner Mongolia:
Extracts from an Unpublished History by "W. Woody" is still the only
humble "occasional paper" ever to be the subject of a book review proper in
that most authoritative forum of foreign scholarship on modern China, The
China Quarterly.

The positive review of the "extracts" spoke volumes of the importance
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of the complete history then anticipated and now finally appearing.

Qi Zhi's work fills not only a major gap in the literature on the
Cultural Revolution in a region of exceptional political, social, and ethnic
complexity, but also constitutes a provocative contribution generally to the
literature on central-local and inter-ethnic relations in China.

It is often said, inside as well as outside the People's Republic, that
the finest scholarship on the Cultural Revolution is being done overseas,
by Chinese and non-Chinese scholars working in the privileged intellectual
environment of the virtual "West."

I have always believed this not to be true, and Qi Zhi's work on Inner
Mongolia, as well as his no less impressive research on how the Cultural
Revolution impacted on China's film industry, has been one of the reasons
why. Only very rarely are we in Europe able to match his degree of
encyclopaedic knowledge of "what happened"” with perceptive analyses of
"what it all means."

Mao Zedong once observed, looking toward the future, that the people
of Sweden and China share the same desire—for world peace. Looking
toward the past, I suspect we share something else too, namely a desire to
see our histories truthfully recorded and handed down to those who may
one day think of us as their ancestors. It is on this point that I believe that
the value of this book is difficult to exaggerate: it is "definitive" history as
its best, an engrossing thick narrative meticulously researched and made to

rest on an evidential foundation as heavy as Mount Tai.

Professor MICHAEL SCHOENHALS
Centre for languages and literature,
Lund University
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