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FOREWORD

It gives me great pleasure to write these few words for my friend Professor Liang Mingyu’s book. So far as
I am aware, she is the first person in China to establish fashion design as a serious art form — an idea that never
took root in cosmopolitan Shanghai in the nineteen—thirties, and was unthinkable In China in the decades after
Liberation.

What makes Liang Mingyu’s work important is not Just the quality and originality of the work she creates,
but her remarkable understanding of the whole world of human clothing. It is often illuminating to look at
Chinese culture in terms of the traditional yang/yin dialectic. Liang Mingyu makes manifest in her designs, and
her writing, a series of such creative dialectics in modern Chinese culture: between Han and Minority culture,
past and present, creation and craftsmanship, popular and high fashion, art and industry, China and the West.
She is also well aware the East—West interaction, which has enriched
Chinese culture so much during the past century, appears, at least in
part, to be dissolving, and an international style emerging..

All this shows that Liang Mingyu not only has mastery of her
medium, but has thought deeply about the full implications of what
she does, and is able to pass on her skill, and her understanding, to
students of fashion, and indeed to all who benefit from her teaching,
her writing, and her friendship. She must be an inspiring teacher, and

I wish her book all the success it deserves.
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