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Tiger Dancing of Yi Ethnic Group in Shuangbai County

Abstract

As an ancient rite for offering sacrifices to the sacred tiger, Tiger Dancing is a living
remnant of primitive totemism among the Yi people. The most outstanding feature of
the rite is the “dancing of people together with the tiger”. Being an important means of
communication between human beings and the tiger, Tiger Dancing goes through a whole
ritual process. Historically, this cultural activity was widespread and traces of the rite can still
be found nowadays in Weishan, Nanjian, Jingdong, Midu, Nanhua, Chuxiong, Shuangbai
and the northwestern areas of the Ailao Mountain range, where the Lolo people mainly
dwell. It has been preserved most perfectly in the village of Xiaomaidichong, which belongs
to Fabiao town in Shuangbai county of Chuxiong prefecture .

From the perspective of “memory”, Tiger Dancing is a unique means for presenting
and expressing historical memory among the Lolo branch of the Yi ethnic group. Beliefs,
legends and rites together compose the cultural system of Tiger Dancing. Through worship
of the tiger god, the recitation of magical myths and conducting of mysterious offerings,

the harmonious relationship between human beings and the gods, a strong desire for group



continuity and a recognition of ethnic identity are vividly depicted.

At the same time there is a dynamic process taking place with changes in the
circumstances and timing of Tiger Dancing’s creation, spread and change. Through the
recovery of Tiger Dancing and its development, we may say that Tiger Dancing takes place
within the process of people dealing with the relationship between the past and the present,
reflecting the needs of the present. One obvious change is the way in which at present Tiger
Dancing is gradually losing its religious connotations of honoring and entertaining the gods
and is becoming a form of secular entertainment. In this case, we have to admit that the true
past has gone forever. The past that is still remembered is only a past seen through the eyes
of the present.

While the kind-hearted and unsophisticated Lolo people dance through time,
their memories are being carried on through a process of constant composition and

reconstruction.
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