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Greeting il

Greeting

I feel extremely happy and honored to witness, that in this first year of the
21st century, the Foundation of Chinese Dietary Culture sponsors its 7th
Symposium in Tokyo with the theme “New Images of Chinese Cuisine in the 21st
Century.” o

One might think Chinese people, when it comes to the foods and dietary
habits, either in preparing techniques or in their cultural aspects, seldom deviate
from the tradition. However, just as anything else you see in this world, the long
lasting life of Chinese food has been derived from its ability to adapt and evolve
constantly, so to exist, survive and renew. The tide of globalization is
overwhelming. While we wish to live up to the expectation of the people to build
up the new images of Chinese cuisine in the 21st Century, we have to discuss more
than when, where and how the food is served. One of the most important topics of
the symposium this time is “Chinese Diet and Environmental Protection.” So we
must find a good answer to satisfy the very demanding environmentalists on the
one hand and at the same time raise ourselves a question — can the Chinese food
without sharkfin, abalone and bird nest still be considered a genuine and authentic
Chinese food?

Japan is long famed for its capability to import materials, technical know-how
and then process them into finished goods, adding a lot of Japanese originality
while manufacturing, to re-export. The goods are exported with the “Made in
Japan” stickers on them and people accept the labelling, as quite a high percentage
of extra value is added while in processing — a kind of value can created only by
Japanese whose minds are so imaginative, souls susceptible and hands dexterous.
Through this process Japan enriches her own people as well as the others.

By the same token, “Made in Japan” culture, including the dietary culture, is
very much welcomed all over the world. Just to name one , Japanese Ra-men, said
to be the younger cousin of Chinese soup noodle, is deemed a very fashionable

fastfood of Japanese origin and now becomes very popular in Taipei, Hongkong
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and even among the young kids in Shanghai. For Japanese shosha, they say, the
trading amount of cup noodle far surpasses that of missiles and rockets. Now we
all realize that Japan actually has been playing the role of reciver and dispatcher of
the cultural messages at the same time.

Two of the most inportant topics of this symposium are “Innovations in
Chinese Cuisine” and “ Dissemination of Chinese Dietary Culture.” As I tried to
explain above, Japan is quite good at doing importation, processing and
exportation as a circle. We simply can not find better place than Tokyo to elaborate
on these subjects. We are very happy we selected Tokyo as the venue to hold this
symposium.

In conclusion, permit me to offer our sincere gratitude to Mr. Kousuke
Takahashi, managing director of Ajinomoto Foundation for Dietary Culture, who
agreed to co-sponsor this symposium and further gave us very generous helps both
financially and spiritually. Without his initiative and leadership or lack of effective
supports and whole-hearted cooperation of his ardent colleagues, it is just a
- daydream to expect any smooth operation of this conference in Tokyo. We are
especially grateful to Dr. Naomichi Ishige, director-general of National Museum of
Ethnology and also the keynote speaker of today, for going through all the trouble
to talk Mr. Takahashi into co-sponsoring this symposium. He is also one gf the
regular members of past 6 symposiums sponsored by the Foundation of Chinese
Dietary Culture and he has enlightened us in many ways to keep this organization
abreast and refreshed.

Last but not least, we are very fortunate and so proud of having the great
scholors and knowledgeable specialists accepted our invitation to present the papers
on the subjects of quite diversified fields with imaginative approach and creative
insight. We thank sincerely to all the speakers, chairpersons and commentators
present here today and hope every one of you will reap both from lecturing and

being lectured.

— L

George C.S. Wong
Organizing Committee Chairman
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