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INTRODUCTION

You might have been dreaming of a trip along the
mystified Rhine, you might have been yearning for a visit
to the quiet Lake Geneva, or you might have been longing
for a vacation in any other multicolored exotic scenic areas.
But has it ever occurred to you that on the plateau
in the north of Sichuan province of China lies in sound
sleep such a beautiful tone poem and such a crystallike
untrodden land of dreams?

In this collection of photographs, the photographer
Mr. Dong Ya-fan presents the wonderful view of this ma-
gic world. He is a trust-worthy artist and what he shows
you. in this collection is the fruit of his strenuous efforts.
Although considered an amateur by some people, he has
achieved the success and perfection of a professional. He
has been working hard for years to support himself and
his studies in arts. In his photographs, you may enjoy to
your heart’s content the world of nature before the len-
ses of his camera and share his feelings and conceptions.

“To remain highly sensative to nature and be faithful
in the representation of it” has always been one of Mr.
Dong’s major aesthetic aspirations in arts. In theory, it is
apparently not profound at all. But in actual practice, it
has enabled him to break through many kinds of poséible
conventionalized formulas and to excavate the deeply bu-
ried source of personalization and innovation in artistic
creation. So it is not at all unusual that the famous American
photographer Dr. Li Yuan said: “I can very often feast



my eyes on something new and fresh in the works of
art by Mr. Dong.”

Another principal belief that Mr. Dong has adhered
to is that in the presentation of natural scenes in photo-
graphs simplicity and clarity should not be sacrificed for
poetic effects and philosophical profoundities and that the
artist should take care that his works win a wide accep-
tance and appreciation by audience at different levels ins-
tead of pretending to be refined and tasteful and playing
with metaphysical ideas. It is of especially great value and
importance that we take into account the fact that
many artists have gone to extremes in their rush for ar-
tistic innovation. It also serves to prove that Mr. Dong
has attained maturity in his understanding of artistic crea-
tion.

Now Mr. Dong is away from his native land, in which
he has travelled a lot, for a temporary period of time.
His innermost feelings are beyond experession. But I can
say for sure that he will be even more persistent in his
exploration in arts and that he will find for himself an
entirely new world in which he can keep at his studies
on light and shadow, nature and rhythm, life and agitation,
art and sincerity.

Wang Ji-shen
Center of Fine Arts,
Fudan University
Shanghai,

P. R. China
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1.y A SUBDUED
INTTMATE VOICE




2. K% Wy /P4 I B PR RETRIEVED MEMORY OF JUNIOR DREADS



3. Zk— X PLAYING THE CONCERTO “FATE”



4.% THE FIRST BEAMS OF SUNSHINE IN THE AWAKENING MOUNTAIN



5.i%% A POETIC SCENE



6. 2 M5 THE LEGEND OF THE DINOSAUR
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9. B EIR
SUBCONSCIOUSNESS




