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The Distribution Map of Wetland in Reclaiming Land Between Taipai and Coloane
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Exploring the biodiversity of Macau's wetland

Macau is located between the estuaries of Western River and Pearl River,
and includes Macau Peninsular, Taipa Island and Coloane Island. Macau has
a long coastline where mudflat, beach and man-made boulder areas can be found.
These coastal habitats are homes to many plants and animals, which also act as
food and/or shelter for many other species. The coastal wildlife of Macau arrive
in two ways: air-borne or marine-borne. The air-borne inhabitants are mainly
birds, but also some mammals such as bats. Birds of prey such as the White-bellied
Sea Eagle and Kestrel can be seen along Macau's coasts. Among all the wildlife
found in Macau, the most endangered is the Black-faced Spoonbill, of which 43
individuals- out of the world's total of 900 or so - wintered at Macau during the winter
of 2001-2002.

In 1968,mangroves had established their colonies in the shallow water areas
next to the Coloane-Taipa highway. These mangroves include Kandelia candel,
Acanthus ilicifolius, Avicennia marina, and Aegiceras corniculatum. Mangrove
communitiy is one of the most productive ecosystems in the world, and also
supports a high biodiversity. The existence of Macau's mangrove is of great
importance to the water regime of Macau, as well as to the survival of many local
wildlife.

Most of the original mangrove stand was cleared after the construction of the
new road. This in turn created a mosaic of wetland habitats: water body, intertidal
mudflat, dry mudflat, reedbeds, and mangrove, etc. These micro-habitats provide
food and shelter for different types of wetland creatures.

The natural environment of Macau not only provides essential habitat for a
great variety of wildlife, but are sites for recreation and promoting environmental
education to the community in Macau. It is our responsibility to allow our offspring

to enjoy the same good natural environment as we do today.
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Kandelia candel/ (L.) Druce

Has a limited distribution but small
communities can be found inhabiting the higher
level of the intertidal zone. Flowering period is
June to July, when small white flowers can be
found. Set fruits in late March to mid April of
the following year. It produces 'droppers' which
aids the dispersal of the species. A good stand
of K. Candel can help protecting the coastal

region from erosion.

A2 ARCRPIA MMM —ETEEY
HRESTHEE, MINEFRNERREE
B, BHMRE. XARBE. UNSELEES
B, AMEGHNERESMEY. MIINEES
RRER, 2 “HRE” EHY. RHEHSER
BERORBR —ZSE—BHAKEET, AMXH
IR KEF . MITNREERERIN—
ERH. HEBERRTRERE, PEERE
MREIRAE, ReEEEIRE RER—
B, \BERT. —BRIMMGBEREET .




AMEYERNESE, SHARER. EBEKED.
—RERRSPT, HEKRAERAZMME, BREHNH
BRIBES. TERRNARMEBERE MR, REREE
.
Derris trifoliata Lour

Usually found in areas where mangroves are
common. Itisaclimber with a high tolerance to salt
water, and there is no special organ to deal with the

saltit absorbs. The sap of Derris trifoliate was
commonly used by farmers as an insecticide.
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