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TYPE

Vocabulary

Vocabulary questions ask you to find the meaning of a word or phrase determined by the context.
There are 3 - 5 vocabulary questions for each passage. This question is worth 1 point.

Sample Question

A lion pride will typically have one to six mature males. Marked by their famous manes, mature
males are easily recognizable. The males will rule over a group of females that is nearly always more
numerous than the group of males. Male lions display little interest in their cubs in the first years of their
lives. As the male cubs approach sexual maturity, however, the older males become more aggressive
and hostile towards them. At the age of two, the male cubs are expelled from the pride by the older
males so that they will not become rivals for the females.

The word matu

i

. in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) dominant
(B) aggressive
(C) fertile

(D) adult

The answer is (D). The word

means “grown-up,” or “adult.” You can infer its meaning from the phrase in the
next sentence “Marked by their famous manes ...” because only grown-up male lions have manes.

12 FEBPEFAEWEF [FER 2058 - 71554



oo | 1. Vocabulary |

Keys to Solution

@ Remember that the vocabulary question asks for the meaning of a word as it is used in the context.
Even if you know the dictionary definition of the word in the question, be sure to check the context.

@ Examine its context for helpful hints. The common clues you can use in vocabulary questions are:

@ Definition, Restatement Clues
In previous times, the primary mode of psychiatric treatment was therapy, i

encouraged to talk about and examine his or her emotional problems.

® Synonym Clues
Red wolves once roamed freely throughout the southern United States Then came settlers who

ey

cleared the land for homes and farms, greatly reducing the wolves’ habitat .

@ Example, Restatement Clues
The developed countries help build finfra:

ructure for residents in poorer countries, by constructing 1’
schools, sewage disposal plants and roads.

@ Contrast, Antonym Clues
Psychiatric drugs originally intended to treat serious mental disorders are being used to address
more trivial issues. &

® Inference Clues \
The program was canceled after the reporters were found guilty of using a number of unethica i
methods to get the news.

How the Question Is Worded

- The word X in the passage is closest in meaning to

- Based on the information in the paragraph, the term X can be best described as

Part A. Question Types s 13



Basic Drill %

14 .

Epic poems are long stories, told in rhymed verses, which usually tell of a war or the adventures of a
great hero. They were one of the major forms of literature in the ancient world. In fact, epic poems probably
predate writing, because they were originally recited orally, and only written down much later. The oldest
known epic poem is the Sumerian Epic of Gilgamesh. As with many epics, its author is unknown because it
was passed down orally for generations before it was written down. Therefore, epic poems are often best
viewed as the work of a culture rather than of a single author.

The word recited in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) composed (B) narrated (C) appreciated (D) taught

Map making, at least in the western world, did not advance much after the time of the ancient Greeks.
The Europeans of the Middle Ages rejected the belief in a round Earth for religious reasons, and this doomed
their maps to be hopelessly inaccurate. However, as the Middle Ages came to an end and trade and travel
between different parts of the world became more frequent, there was renewed interest in map making. The
methods of the ancient Greeks were studied and refined , and more accurate maps were made with the aid
of technological innovations, such as the magnetic compass and other navigational aids. By the beginning of
the 20* century, nearly the entire surface of the Earth had been accurately mapped.

The word refined in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) enhanced (B) rejected (C) approved (D) accepted

One of the major areas of interest for anthropologists is how new ideas are introduced and adopted
into a civilization. Some ideas may be invented independently by several different civilizations. For example,
agriculture was developed independently in China, India, the Middle East, and South America. In each of
these regions, civilizations developed agriculture on their own, without knowledge of the other civilizations
or their activities. Other areas adopted agriculture through a process known as diffusion . As European
civilizations came in contact with Middle Eastern civilizations, they saw the advantages to be gained from

agriculture and adopted the technology. Agriculture spread from China to other parts of Asia in the same
way.

Based on the information in the paragraph, the term diffusion can best be described as

(A) the production of new agricultural methods

(B) the continuous development of civilization

(C) the process through which new technologies are spread

(D) the process through which the advantages of a society are analyzed

FREEEAFENERER S0E - fEs 8
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4 The mechanism of trade in New England and the middle colonies differed from that of the South: their
lack of staples to exchange for English finished goods was a relative disadvantage, but the abundance of
their own shipping and mercantile enterprises worked in their favor. This was not to the liking of the
British, who wished to ensure their own dominance in shipping and their importance as the sole lifeline to
the colonies. After 1660, the English government raised prohibitive duties against certain major colonial
exports: fish, flour, wheat, and meat, while leaving the door open to timber, furs and whale oil, products in
great demand in the home country. This hit the New York and New England colonies especially hard, and in

the years 1698-1717 they bought more from England than they sold there, resulting in an unfavorable trade
balance.

The word mercantile in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) navigational (B) investment (C) trade (D) manufacturing

5 Since it was first diagnosed in 1981, AIDS has steadily spread into an epidemic across the United
States. There are approximately 1 million Americans, or 0.06% of the total population, currently living with
HIV, the viral precursor to full blown AIDS. Those infections are unevenly distributed throughout society,
however. African-Americans make up nearly 50% of all cases of HIV, despite the fact that they account for
only 13% of the population. The statistics for African-American women are particularly grim, with African-
Americans making up 72% of all female virus carriers. Infection rates among Latin-Americans, the other
major minority group in America, are similarly lopsided .

The word lopsided in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) severe (B) uneven (C) discouraging (D) unjust

6 One of the most famous architects in history, the American Frank Lloyd Wright is remembered both for
his nontraditional approach to architecture and for emphasizing the dictum , “Form follows function.” That
motto is the basis of “functionalism,” which gave rise to many buildings, such as Wright’s own design for the
Guggenheim Museum in New York City. One of the world’s most famous art museums, the Guggenheim
Museum is built around a great helical gallery several stories in height. The gallery consists of a broad ramp
along which works of art are displayed. Thus, the building’s form — a structure built around a broad, helical
ramp — complements its function, which is to display a large number of exhibits within a limited space and
in an easily accessible setting. It has become one of the landmarks of New York City.

The word dictum in the passage is closest in meaning to

(A) fact (B) belief (C) necessity (D) hope

Part A. Question Types -« 15



TYPE

- Reference

Reference words indicate a person, object, place, or idea that has already been mentioned in a
passage. The most frequently used reference words are pronouns like it, they, and those. The words
these pronouns represent are called referents, or antecedents. Reference questions test your ability
to find the referent a reference word refers to. There are 0 - 2 reference questions for each passage.
This question is worth 1 point.

Sample Question

An obvious result of a disappearing middle class is the growth of the lower and upper classes. First
World nations are increasingly finding their populations separated into the rich and the poor, with fewer
and fewer people in the middle. In 1970, if one compared the average salaries of people with a college
degree and those without one, the difference would have been 17%. Today that difference is more
than 50%.

The word © 3 in the passage refers to

(A) salary

(B) college degree
(C) salary gap

(D) job

[Answer & Ex

The answer is (B). If you compare the phrase “people with a college degree” and “those without ©ne ”, you can

understand that “those without © 3" means “people without a college degree.” Therefore, On€ refers to a college
degree.
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