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The 260w Anniversary of Gotheborg

Merchant Ship of Sweden Sailing to Chir
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To commemorate the 260th Anniversary of Gotheborg Merchant Ship
of Sweden sailing to China, Sweden especially made a ship modeled after
the ancient style to sail for a year to Huangpu of Guangzhou by the original
navigation route and to arrive in July, 2006. Huangpu once more draws
world attention.

Huangpu was an important port of the ancient Silk Road on the sea. It
once was the threshold for China to advance towards the world and the
window for the world to understand China. As an ancient port with thou-
sand years, Huangpu was always the merchandise distribution center of
marine trade in the Dynasties of Tang, Song, Ming and Qing. During the
17th and the 18th centuries, as the Occident Economy developing and the
discovery of routes to China, Guangzhou became the first gold port for
western trade ships as well as the important trade port for the Qing
Government since its maritime restrictions was relieved. The Emperor
Kangxi once inscribed Clear Water for Huangpu's South Sea Temple. Since
the Emperor Qianlong set down the national policy of one port for trade,
Guangzhou was always the only special zone of Qing Government to trade
with foreign countries. From this port, massive cargos and tributes coming
from various countries were transmitted to the royal government or the
other places all over the country. Huangpu therefore became a flourishing
commercial port with foreign ships converged.

Huangpu was the first station for China and foreign countries contact-
ing and a well-loved place for Chinese and West civilization colliding and
blending. Many western missi ies like Castiglione Joseph Giusepp
Kogler Ignace and Benoist Michel landed here first and then stepped into

Forbidden City. Huangpu became a special wharf while west wind pene-
trated the east. Along with the western capital inrushing, Huangpu also set
up a batch of modern enterprises such as the Covper Dock. What's
more, Liu Kunyi, Zhang Shusheng, Zhang Zhidong, these men of
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insight originated the Applied Learning Center and the School of Naval
Force here. In Huangpu of that time, we sensed the flavor of modern civi-
lization.

Huangpu has left its own special mark in the fluctuant years of modern
China. During the Opium War, more than 600 brave soldiers of Qing
Dynasty died hard at Huangpu's solemn and stirring Wuchong Battle.
While the humiliating Huangpu Treaty left the Chinese nation historical
grief. In this historical arena, these persons like Lin Zexu, Deng Tingzhen,
Sun Yat-Sen, Liao Zhongkai, Zhou Enlai, Chiang Kai-Shek, deducted a
soul-stirring historical chapter. Especially, this generation of soldiery start-
ed out from the world famous Huangpu Military Academy deeply affected
Chinese destiny of the 20th century.

There are massive primitive records about Huangpu among the files in
Forbidden City. The Chinese First Archives and Huangpu Regional
People's Government cooperated together and has carried out a systemic
excavation on Huangpu archives treasured in Forbidden City. From the vast
imperial ancient books, we selected about 200 valuable files about
Huangpu with the related historical pictures to compile this The Huangpu
Archive Photos Collection held in Forbidden City. These primitive files
about Huangpu are treasured in Forbidden City all the time. They are the
most accurate and reliable materials for us to know the history of Huangpu.
We believe this special topic of these valuable files about Huangpu in
Ming and Qing Dynasties will certainly play a positive role for people to
understand the profound culture and history of Huangpu, to study the
ancient trade and the intercourse history between Ancient China and the
West, and to carry forward the traditional culture of China.

The Editorial Committee of The Huangpu Archive Photos
Collection held in Forbidden City
June, 2006
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