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Preface for the Italian and English Editions

This book recorded my explorations into the theory of architecture in China in the
1980s. A whole 20 years have passed since the publication of the Chinese Edition in 1989.

In the 1980s, China saw a transformation of political thinking from the mistakes of
the 1960s and 1970s, and an initiation of the opening-up and reform policies. At that time,
every walk of life was searching for a new way of development, resulting in the continuous
rising of different thoughts. It is under that background that the Chinese Edition of
this book was written. It intended to look to developed countries for experiences and
lessons, and to the Chinese tradition for wisdom and insight, and sought to resolve the
pressing issues of the accelerating development. The issues that became the focus of the
book included, amongst others, the care for land resources amidst rapid urbanization, the
protection of cultural and historic heritage, and appropriate housing for all. Personally, it is
deeply regrettable to see that many of the concerns we spoke about over and over again 20
years ago have actually materialized as facts today.

De Architectura by Marcus Vitruvius Pollio of Ancient Rome, De Re Aedificatotia
by Leon Battista Alberti of the early Renaissance, and the development of theories of
Modern Architecture in the 20th century all indicated that architecture must reach out as it
develops. This is in the nature of its development. In our times when numerous disciplines
are growing in paralle], it becomes even more important to reach out beyond the traditional
scope of architecture via a conscious effort of trans-disciplinary research. That is what I
call a Integrated Architecture.

After the publication of the Chinese Edition of this book in 1989, I turned to a
research framework that is based on an outlook of the Sciences of Human Settlements
(SHS). The SHS framework further broadens the proposal of the Integrated Architecture.
In fact, many issues had already been discussed from an emerging SHS perspective in the
1989 book. The methodological basis of the SHS framework remains the same as the
Integrated Architecture, and it now encourages closer linkage and integration of related
disciplines. Since the 1990s, the concepts set forth by the Integrated Architecture and

the SHS have gained momentum in China. It has increasingly drawn attention worldwide



in the field of architecture. For instance, the Beijing Charter from the 20th Congtess of
International Union of Architects (UIA) advocated “the development of a Integrated
Architecture” and “the building of better human settlements of sustainable development
is the common goal and ideal of the humankind”.

Several years ago, I met Professor Lucio Barbera, Dean of the Faculty of
Architecture at Sapienza Universitd di Roma, when he led a team to study the scenic
areas around the Fragrant Hill and the Summer Palace in Northwest Beijing. Under his
leadership, the joint studio of 21 days produced works that feel like a breath of fresh air,
which T appreciate and admire. We became good friends then. I especially acknowledge his
kind efforts to see the English and Italian editions through to publication. I look forward
to the feedbacks of these editions.

WU Liangyong

1 March 2009
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