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Abstract

This dissertation, which centers on the stylis-
tic features, communicative ways, language and
non-language materials adopted by language users
at divergent ages, makes a diachronic study of
modern Chinese styles in synchronic condition. It
is thought that style is a reflection of the common
features of the user’ s pragmatic competence,
which is subject to variations of the user’s physical
condition, psychological capabilizy, cognitive
level, socialization degree and linguistic acquisition
degree. And it is an integration of communicative
ways, language and non-language materials. The
former includes the body communicative way (cor-
responding to body language), the oral communi-
cative way(corresponding to spoken language), the
objective communicative way ( corresponding to
object language), the written communicative way
(corresponding to written language); The latter
includes words, sentence patterns, phonological
skills, rhetorical devices, structure patterns, codes
and charts. As the user grows into maturity from

birth, schooling, adulthood to an elderly age,



styles take on different features.

Styles are acquired through a process which is
gradual, staged, and lifelong. ’

To acquire a style, language users experience
a process from nearness, which is divided into
prototypical nearness and marginal nearness, to
departure of prototype style, which is also named
everyday style, is inherited by us from our ances-
tors. So it is characteristic of fundamentality, uni-
versality and a diachronic nature in the aspects of
communicative ways and language and non-lan-
guage materials., According to different stages of
birth(Q age), entering primary school(6 — 7years
old), and adulthood (18 years cld or so). the
user’s style acquisition can be divided into four
stages: the language style acquisition zero stage
(potential style acquisition stage), the style acqui-
sition pre-school stage, the language style acquisi-
tion learning stage, and the last stage of language
style development.

The goal of the user’s style acquisition is
“style assemblage”, and then completes the acqui-
sition of a language style. In fact, nobody can
acquire the style entirely. Before the style develo-
ping stage, style acquisition is primary while at the
style developing stage, style application is more

important.
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