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Wang Wenyu, once named Wang Yuzhen, was born in Beijing in 1954. She is a lecturer at the Chinese People's
Public Security University, contributing artist for the magazine "People's China" and a member of the Union of Chinas
Mainland and Taiwan Artists and Calligraphers.

Graduated from the fine art department of the Beijing Educational College in 1983, she reached her peak in
artistic creation under the guidance of famous artists such as Dong Shouping, Huang Jun, Chen Dazhang and Wang
Chengxi. Her works have been on exhibit in many national art exhibitions and have appeared in the overseas edition
of the Peoples Daily, China Daily, Guangming Daily, China Pictorial, People's Liberation Army Pictorial, People's
China, Beijing Review, Modern China, El Popola Cinio and other newspapers and magazines. Her large paintings of
plum blossoms have been collected in Tian'anmen Tower, China Military Museum, Diaoyutai National Guest House and
by many art enthusiasts at home and abroad. In 1993 her works were displayed in a painting and calligraphy show to
mark the fifth anniversary of the establishment of the Hainan Province. In June 1994 she held a personal art
exhibition at the China Military Museum and this was reported by the Central People's Broadcasting Station, Beijing
TV and 18 other news agencies. Her plum blossoms appeared on the 1995 calendars published by the Peoples Fine Art
Publishing House. In January 1996, at the invitation of the Sanya municipal government, she went to that city to hold
her personal art show. People's China printed calendars for 1996 with 14 of her paintings of flowers and presented
them together with the magazine to Japanese readers. In September 1997 her personal art exhibition of was held in
China Military Museum. Her exhibits have attracted special attention in that each of her one hundred paintings bears
an inscription by a military general and a renowned artist or calligrapher. This not only makes her paintings
favourable items for art collectors, but also shows the concern and support given her by one hundred generals and one
hundred artists and calligraphers. In May 1997 she and two calligraphers jointly held an exhibition at the China Art
Gallery. In August 1995 her album Wang Wenyu's Paintings with Dong Shouping's inscription and Huang Juns preface
was published.
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Wang Wenyu and Her Paintings

by Yuan Wei

Wang Wenyu is one of the active women artists in China today. Having held three personal art exhibitions,
she is particularly noted for her plum blossoms.

I came to know her five years ago when I sponsored her exhibition of one hundred paintings of plum
blossoms. This may be the reason that she wants me to say something about her album.

In 1993 several painters and calligraphers and I went to Hainan Province to attended the "Exhibition of
Works by Famous Chinese Artists and Calligraphers" that was held to mark the second international coconut fair.
Wang Wenyu was the only female artist whose works appeared in the show. Her large paintings were acclaimed
by Chinese and foreign viewers alike and left a deep impression on me. Later I saw her and her works on several
occasions. I found her not only to be an artist whose works are loved by the broad masses of people, but also a
simple, diligent painter and lover of the people's army. She has visited army units many times and expressed
her appreciation for the commanders and fighters by creating paintings for them. While the artist loves the
People's Liberation Army, the commanders and fighters also show their love and support of her. This profound
friendship emits fragrance much like her plum blossoms. Considering this, I sponsored an ingenious exhibition
"One Hundred Paintings of Plum Blossoms by Wang Wenyu'" on the eve of national day in 1997 at the China
Military Museum. One hundred generals including Liu Huaging, Zhang Zhen, Zhang Wannian, Chi Haotian and
one hundred artists and calligraphers such as Qi Gong, Shen Peng, Sun Qifeng, Qin Lingyun put inscriptions on
her paintings. Those works became a contribution to the 15th national congress of the Chinese Communist Party,
the 48th birthday of the People's Republic of China and the 70th anniversary of PLA. The inauguration was
attended by 37 old and young generals, state leaders and more than one thousand other viewers. All present
showed attested to their great interest in her works. This exhibition added an interesting page to China's art
history.

Wang Wenyu graduated from the fine arts department of the Beijing Education College and now works at the
China's Public Security University. She has made rapid progress under the guidance of Professor Huang Jun and
renowned artists Dong Shouping, Chen Dazhang and Wang Chengxi. She not only draws from tradition, but has
also learned from many masters and from nature. As a result, her plum blossoms have a unique style and
special appeal. She has visited plum forests in Wuhan, Nanjing, Wuxi and other places and drawn sketches from
life. She has benefited a great deal from these trips. At last her works, possessing the elegance typical of ancient
scholars and at same time free from any vulgar taste, beam with the enthusiasm and vigour of modern life.

Plum blossoms have always been regarded as possessing a gentlemen's style. Contemporary people endow
them with fine qualities such as boldness, loyalty, cleanness and fearing no hardship. Wang Wenyu loves plum
blossoms, paints them and also encourages herself to learn the good characters from them. She is diligent. She
works hard. She is daring in blazing new trails. She never relaxes her effort no matter how busy she is. Because
of this, her paintings of plum blossoms are exuberant. Perhaps this is an interpretation for the maxim "the
artist is the art; the art, the artist." I hope Wang Wenyu will make still greater progress in art.
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