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Correcting the Misunderstandings of Media Criticism
Liu Zixiong

Media criticism has been a hot topic in media studies in Mainland China. Several books
and hundreds of articles about this issue have been published in recent years. In these
publications, researchers have proposed many viewpoints, concepts and theories on
media criticism, putting forward different opinions upon the definition, origin, theories
and methods about media criticism. This paper, however, tried to reconsider the existing
‘literatures and to clarify basic concepts and viewpoints. There are two major systems of
media criticism; theoretic criticism and non-theoretic criticism, the former was from com-
mercial newspaper and political newspaper and the latter emerged in the 20th centu-
ry. Scholars should pay more attention to the mainstream discourses of modern theories and
methods in social science field. Media criticism has no inclusive rules and policies, it’s an
open area. As a conclusion, the author suggested that we should construct the systemic

media criticism theories by putting more emphasis on academic eriticism.

Key words: media criticism definition origin theories methodologies
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