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At long last, this nearly impossible book is completed! The process
of acquiring the photographs in this book can only be likened to "scaling
the mountain, crossing the river." If not for all the friends who have come
to our aid, we fear that we would have never been able to put together the
final draft.

Sheng-mei said that translating this book into English was the least
he could have done for Ah Ma. One hot afternoon, Kuo-sheng appeared,
armed with his unpublished manuscript and precious old photographs.
Mr. Itou mailed us from Japan over ten photographs to be used free of
charge. Professor Su Zhiliang in Shanghai expended considerable effort

to ship the CD to Taiwan. Professor Yoshiaki Yoshimi searched high and



low in his book-filled office for relevant materials. Professor Pang
Chuen-yang assisted in Japanese translation. We are deeply indebted to
your generous support. Many more old acquaintances as well as friends
whom we have never met contributed unstintingly. We express our

utmost gratitude to all these friends who have lent a hand in the produc-

tion of this book :

Sheng-mei Ma
Lee, Te-ho

Choson Simbo Company
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To Usherin a New Age Devoidof | *
Sexual Violation |

I was very delighted to learn from an editor of the Women's Rescue
Foundation of Taipei that it is going to publish the book titled Silent
Scars: History of Sexual Slavery by the Japanese Military —A Pictorial |
Book. | 9

Under the Japanese military's sexual slavery system, Taiwanese Ah

Ma were enslaved by Japanese soldiers as the so-called "comfort
women.” Ah Ma launched a lawsuit against the Japanese government to
ask for a public apology and compensations. But the Japanese court, to
my surprise, has not only failed to investigate into the facts but also
rejected all of the Taiwanese victims' demands.

Many history textbooks in Japan's junior high schools have deleted
contents related to "comfort women." The Minister of Education in Japan
also publicly said, "It is good to delete contents about comfort women in
the Japanese military (There are fourteen different versions out of eigh-
teen editions of high school's history textbooks)." However, this issue has
been addressed by the Asia Women Foundation. Although the successive
Prime Ministers of Japan have jointly signed a letter, in which they
promised, "we should not only apologize and confront history bravely
but also educate the next generation with a correct sense of history,” they
ignored the statement afterwards.

I am really worried about this. Fortunately, not all Japanese were
overwhelmed by the above-mentioned atmosphere. For example, when 1
gave lessons in the Chuo University and spoke on the issue of the

Japanese Military's sexual slavery system, many young students criti-




cized the abominable crime and advocated that Japan should issue an
official apology and compensate the victims.

Those who survived the Japanese Military's sexual slavery system
have experienced extremely difficult lives for a long time. Their stories
shall be told to the youth all over the world by different media, through
which we may be able to usher in a new age devoid of sexual violation.

I hope that many young people can read this book and jointly create

a new vista for the future.

¥ LA

(Yoshiaki Yoshimi is Professor of Chuo University, Japan)




Grandmother's Voices

This translation of Silent Scars: History of Sexual Slavery by the

Japanese Military—A Pictorial Book joins the rising global interest in
the comfort women issue since the December 1991 lawsuit filed by three
former Korean comfort women against Japan for sexual enslavement. In
the U.S. academe alone, one of the leading journals on East Asian stud-
ies, positions, published by Duke University Press, brought out a special
issue on "The Comfort Women: Colonialism, War, and Sex" in Spring
1997. In 2003, Journal of Asian American Studies, published by the
Johns Hopkins University Press, came out with an issue featuring three
lengthy essays on comfort women. That both East Asian studies and
Asian American studies have turned their attention to comfort women
suggests the interdisciplinary, cross-cultural. even global appeal of this
historical evil. This coming together of East and West as well as academ-
ic disciplines evinces itself once again in the translation of Yoshiaki
Yoshimi's Comfort Women: Sexual Slavery in the Japanese Military
During World War Il (Columbia University Press, 2000).

The central issue of comfort woman is rape — systematic, institution-
alized, state-orchestrated violence against female. Comfort woman's
rapes, so traumatic as to be unrepresentable, are, nonetheless, represented
herein. Out of a sense of social justice, Women's Rescue Foundation of
Taipei, which has championed the comfort woman's cause for over a
decade, puts together this collection, drawing from diverse sources: testi-
monies, history, documentary and archival evidence. legal findings,

affective description, and, most significantly, visual materials, such as

ol o



photographs, drawings, maps, and other figures. This wide array of infor-
mation radiates from a center that is missing, a pain that is beyond words
and had rarely been captured in visual culture. Thousands of words, both
Chinese and English, in the following pages revolve around an intangible
pain incurred in the 1940s and its aftermath. At the heart of this discur-
sive web lie testimonies by comfort women who are Taiwanese,
Hakanese, aboriginal, mainland Chinese, Korean, Indonesian, and
Filipino. Before they succumb to irrevocable silence, let us listen to these
"grandmothers" (Ah Ma, Halmoni, and Lola, all terms of endearment for
elderly women in Taiwanese, Korean. and Filipino). The sad irony is that
most of these "grandmothers" are not grandmothers literally, their repro-
ductive organs long ruined by wartime abuse. In place of biological heirs,

may their voices be the seeds for a world less cruel!

VAl
2775

(Sheng-mei Ma is Professor of English, Michigan State University, U.S.A)
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