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Sun Wuyin(1916-2002).horn in Wu County.Jiangsu Province, is a famous artist
of Flower-and-Bird painting. She graduated from Shanghai School of Fine Arts
in1936 and became a teacher there afterwards. Later. in 1956, she moved to The
Research Studio of Shanghai Artists Association, and became a member of’ Chinese
Agriculture and Industry Democratic Party in the same year. In 1960, she worked
as a teacher once again in Shanghai Art and Crafts College, teaching Flower-uand-
Bird painting. After her retirement in 1979, she was invited as a consultant there
She was a member of Chinese Artists Association, Shanghai Artists Association

and Shanghai Craft Artists Association. Her works were exhibited many times in

China and abroad. She published a Collectoion of Shanghai Flower-c Bird
F

paintings (Shanghai hua niao hua ji), and wrote a boo lled Textbook of F

and -Bird painting skills (Hua niao hua ji fa jiao cai)
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Zhu Xiaoyue

This collection of Flower-and-Bird paintings by Madame Sun Wuyin, a senior of traditional Chinese painting, has finally come out about
one year and a half after her passing away. During lifetime. Sun checked and approved her collection and invited me to write a preface for her.
What an honor! But under her reputation. how could I have enough confidence to evaluate her works? Today, Unexpectedly, what I write down
here will only become a memorial article.

[ can still remember that when [ graduated forty years ago and began to work as a teacher of Shanghai Art and Crafts College, the Chinese
painting teacher I met first was Sun. I was told that her daughter, Zongging, was my primary schoolmate. I believe it was this coincidence that
let me always look upon her as an elder and better. rather than a colleague.

Actually. long before we became colleagues.l had known that Sun painted very good fine-stroke Flower-and-Bird paintings(Gong bi hua
niao). Later, fortunately. I had more chances to enjoy Sun’s works during work. I understood little by little that besides the usage of painting
brush and color, Sun had her comprehension on painting.Sun graduated from Shanghai School of Fine Arts in 1930s, became a student of Mr.
Jiang Hanting. a famous artist, and specialized in Flower-and-Bird painting in 1950s. Her sixty years’ career of painting brought her a lot, her
painting skills can compete with those of the masters in Song and Yuan Dynasty. Her talent and acumen in painting can often help her to find a
brand new world in natural scenery. Her master pieces such as Bamboo and Chickens (Huang zhu xiao ji tu), Red Leaves and Birds (Hong ye
xiao niao tu), Vine Blossom & Longevity (Zi teng shou dai tu), Lotus' leaves and Kingfisher (Lian ve cui niao tu), all of them depicted a world full
of vitality. Three little birds twittering on the branch and a couple of sparrows singing under the leaves, what she had painted shows that her
painting style is not exclusive but simple, is not aloof and stubborn but warm and fragrant. The painter tried to tell us: Although the world is full

of turmoil. pure land containing lots of lovely things still exists. “Beauty can be found in anywhere. as long as we try to discover™.

Sun loved raising goldfishes so much, therefore, she painted a lot of so-called “Boneless™ paintings(Mo gu hua)about goldfishes, which
were well reputed in the artist circle. In traditional Chinese painting. “Boneless™ (Mo gu)means that what one paints is just formed by different
lumps of color or ink. not simply by lines. Mr. Lii Fengzi had different ideas. He thought that *Bone™ (also means the structure of a painting) was
the dominant element of traditional Chinese painting and lumps of color or ink were extension of dots and lines. Hence. he did not agree to the
appellation “Mo gu hua™. I do agree with him. Sun painted goldfishes in “Boneless™ way(Mo gu fa). rather than fine-stroke(Gong bi), she had her
own reason: goldfishes, as well as lotus, are holy and pure. People can only enjoy them from a far distance and definitely can’t profane
them.Since it’s so vivid and vigorous, painting goldfish in “Boneless™ way(Mo gu fa) is better than fine-stroke(Gong bi) because the painter
wanted to express a likeness in spirit and soul, not just a likeness in form. Sun’s representative work Dragon Eyes (one kind of goldfish) is the
best example. Its simple and naive looks, almost transparent and faintly discernible tail fin, elegant as a dancer and poised as a grandeur dame.
What she painted was just the goldfish, or it also stood for us human beings? Only the painter herself can explain it.

Sun had a seal which engraved Wu Jun Nii Zi (Lady from Wu County). Wu County (in modern China) was very famous for its beautiful
scenery and its large amount of genius. Wu County was delicate and mild, elegant and charming. Sun was so gifted both in painting and poetry,
yet she was still so amiable and approachable. She got along with all her colleagues and students during her teaching career in Shanghai Art and
Crafts College. Everyone was deeply attracted by her personality. After her retirement in 1979, she just stayed at home and enjoyed her own
paintings, having no intention to engage in social contact or to take a share of the Art Market. She lived a tranquil life without seeking fame and

wealth. In last January, Sun passed away and finished her 86 years’ life.

Time elapses and life fades, but the flowers, the birds, the fishes and the insects she painted are still so vivid. “Fragrance remains though the
flower-seller has left”, I'd like to present this well-turned phrase of Mr. Feng Zikai, with my deepest rerspect, to Madame Sun Wuyin and all
those who regard Sun with veneration and love her works from the bottom of their hearts!

I dedicate the preface above to this collection with high esteem!

Spring, 2003
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