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Prologue

Taiwan is a multiethnic society. Despite the compactness of this island nation,
there are twelve officially recognized aboriginal tribes, in addition to the Hakka and
Hoklo who migrated from China in successive waves in the past four centuries. Thus, it
can be said that there are fourteen distinct ethno-linguistic groups in Taiwan.

During the course of four hundred years, the processes of conflict, compromise
and integration have given rise to a unique Taiwanese culture. Rather than stating that
Taiwan is a genuine bastion of Chinese culture rather than China itself (as claimed in
the promotional literature by Taiwan’s Ministry of Tourism), it is more accurate to say
that Taiwanese culture has evolved into something quite different from Chinese culture,
as a result of the intermingling of numerous indigenous, Hakka and Hoklo influences.
Moreover, the influx of foreign brides in the past two decades has contributed to and
reinforced the dynamic, pluralistic nature of contemporary Taiwanese culture that
defies the very notion of Taiwan as a mere reproduction of ancient China.

With regard to traditional clothing, the garments and headdresses worn by
Hoklo Taiwanese women a century ago are exceedingly colorful and ornate, in many
ways more so than those worn by their counterparts in continental China. As for
indigenous clothing, the style varies greatly from one tribe to another and is strikingly
beautiful as well.

Unfortunately, we have not been able to find a book that is easily comprehensible
and that at the same time systematically introduces the traditional clothing of each
ethnic group in Taiwan.

On the other hand, the rapid social transformation in the past five decades has
ushered in the swift obliteration of traditions, as well as the rapid integration of diverse
ethnic groups. All this has resulted in the blurring of Aboriginal, Hoklo and Hakka

collective memories of their traditional dresses. While it is still possible to locate
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traditional Hakka attire at Hakka cultural museums around the country, it is nearly
impossible to find Hoklo clothing.

Observing the world around us, various countries and peoples show tremendous
pride in their own cultures. In tourist zones across the globe one can find figurines
that are unique or special to the region. Even in a country where some Europeans have
characterized as culturally unrefined, the United States has successfully marketed its
own cultural icons such as the ubiquitous Mickeys and Barbies that are loved by so
many around the world. Sadly, however, in Taiwan we have yet to find figurines that
can be called our own.

As part of our mission, we at the Taiwanese Heritage Association hope to instill
cultural elements to Taiwan’s vibrant but characterless traditional industries. For this
reason, this time we have designed a pair of male and female figurines for each of the
fourteen ethnic groups in Taiwan. We hope that you will like our designs and that we
can work together to develop and design products that showcase the multiple faces of

Taiwan.

Stella Woan-jen Chen

Chairperson, Taiwanese Heritage Association
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Truku Tribe
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The Truku are the latest of Taiwan’s 12 indigenous tribes to have received official recognition,
and is the one whose process of recognition had been the most controversial.

This is because the Truku were once considered a part of the famed Sedek tribe, a branch of the
Atayal tribe, who had fought bravely against Japanese invaders decades ago in what came to be known
as the Wushe Incident. But after the Truku relocated from Nant'ou’s mountainous lands to Hualien
on the east coast, they have developed different customs and have on this basis obtained the Executive
Yuan’s approval as Taiwan’s 12th aboriginal tribe.

The Truku are spread around Hualien County’s Wanjung Township. According to Taiwan’s
Council of Indigenous Peoples, Executive Yuan, as of 2003 the Truku population numbered 986, with
approximately 240 households; by the beginning of 2006, the population had risen to 2,0781.

The reason for this sharp increase is due largely to a change in tribal affiliation: some who had
once identified with the Atayal registered themselves as Truku. Thus, concomitant with the Truku’s
rapid rise is the decline of the Atayal from the nation’s second to the third largest tribe.

Truku clothing is based on a white color scheme. Tribal members of both sexes traditionally
wear a white sleeveless upper garment, with a white vest on top.

Truku female attire has a white background interspersed with crisscrossed diamond shapes of
red and blue; from afar, the patterns resemble small shattered flowers. Truku women also wear a belt,
a pair of white leggings, sometimes a white shawl, and chest adornments made of shell beads and
threads. Like their Atayal counterparts, Truku women are skilled in weaving and facial tattooing.

Truku men, on the other hand, like to wear hog teeth as a head embellishment; some prefer to

adorn headbands with shell coins, but this practice is restricted to warriors and headhunters.
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