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Introduction to the Kai En Real Talk Series

The traditional focus on tests in China has meant a neglect of the teaching and learning of
spoken English. The Kai En Real Talk series is designed to help Chinese students

overcome their lack of confidence in oral English.

The important features of Real Talk are:

e Real Talk focuses on real spoken English as it is used by native speakers.

e Real Talk teaches only the language that is relevant to learners in China. Therefore, you
can be sure that what you are learning is useful whether you are a student or a
professional working in a joint venture company.

e Real Talk introduces vocabulary in a meaningful way so students not only learn the
meanings of new words, but more importantly, they learn how to use these words and
phrases in real communication.

e Real Talk emphasizes the language that Chinese students can use immediately after class
when they communicate with native speakers in social or work situations.

e Real Talk is a complete language program from low beginning to high intermediate.
Learners build on what they have learned and improve their spoken English
systematically.

e Real Talk can be used in class or for self-study because the systematic workbook practice
and extensive answer keys allow learners to check their own progress and work at their
own pace.

e Real Talk offers an interesting and practical understanding of English without having to
study endless grammar rules and word lists. The stories and listening passages are
realistic,, but fun. The input they provide will show you how to use English effectively.
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 Using Kai En Real Talk as a Self-Study Resource

The Kai En Real Talk series has a number of features that make it valuable as a self-study

resource.

Kai En Real Talk textbooks are for self-study.

1.

10.

The textbook introduces useful language in a real situation so that you can see how the
language is used for communication.

By seeing the words in real conversations, you learn how to use the vocabulary.
Knowing how to use words is the key to building your vocabulary.

Each unit is organized so that you see new words many times. When you see words
used in different situations, you learn how to use these words. Also because the
words are repeated, this reinforces each word in your memory.

The language used is relevant to your needs so that you can use what you have learned
immediately.

The units are structured so that each unit becomes more difficult. Therefore, you
make progress as you move through the book.

Many of the stories and articles are taped so that you can check your pronunciation
and practice your listening comprehension.

At the end of each unit there is a grammar and vocabulary review section so that you
can review what you have learned and check your progress.

Each unit contains a “Common Mistakes for Chinese Students” section. This points
out some common mistakes to avoid.

Because the language is natural English, listening to the tapes provides you with a
great model of the English language.

Because the book has seven levels, you are sure to find a book that suits your English

level.
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Unit 1

Long Time No See

Topics
Introductions
Personality
Classmates

Grammar

Is Tom outgoing?

They have a lot in common.
What’s your major?

He’s a generous man.

Functions

Asking personal information
Describing personality
Comparing people

Talking about relationships
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1. Meeting a High School Classmate =

SBE T EAEE

| Remember You!

Nick Jones!
Is that you?

(Yes,that‘s right. I'm Nick Jones)

We studied French and German together.
Remember? We always sat next to each other.

Fan White!. My-ald high (So,Ron, how's everythingD
school classmate! Of

course | remember. How
are you?

o h @

XA Ve

Not so good. | was a
businessman but | lost all
my money. | don’'t have a
job now and I'm divorced.

Fine,thanks. Long
time no see.

2  Kai En English



1. Meeting a High School Classmate

A3 pPE

| have a large computer company So, Nick, can you give an
with 200 employees. old friend some money?

V

Really? | can't believe it.

At high school you were lazy. | can't give you money,
You never studied hard. but | have a great idea!

You can work in my office. You
can clean the floor and the toilets.

No way! Now | remember you.
| didn’t like you in high school.
You were always stingy!

Kai En English 3



2. Asking Questions about People if[G#t A B)52
Practice: Use these words to talk about the pictures. BTG IIEERIRIE
Example .

Mary/single ? No/married

A: Is Mary single ?
B. No, she isn’t. She’s married.

3. Tim/teacher?

1. Jenny/America?
Yes No/student

No/England

4. They/England? 5. Linda/secretary?
No/France No/manager No/Japan

8. Betty/single?
Yes No/married Yes

11. Alice/popular? 12. Carol/American?
Yes Yes Yes

10. Mark/married?

4 Kai En English



3. Describing Yourself HAEC ;
Practice: Use the words below to talk about yourself. B TRINFBERIEEC,

Example ;
I'm not lazy. My boss likes me because I work hard. . .

Useful Vocabulary SCARESC

hardworking friendly polite smart
handsome lazy generous unfriendly
rich popular rude warm-hearted
stingy selfish conservative considerate

4. Talking about Yourself iCEC

Pair work: Circle the correct words. Then tell your partner about yourself.

B ERETHOXENBEC,

a) like Japanese food. b) don’t like Japanese food. c) never eat Japanese food.
a) like hot weather. b) like cold weather. c) like rainy weather.
a) like Shanghai. b) don’t like Shanghai. c) think Shanghai is OK.

1. I'm a) single. b) married. ¢) divorced.

2. 1 a) have a good job. b) don’t have a good job. c¢) don’t have a job.

3. 1 a) can cook very well. b) can cook a little. c¢) can’t cook at all.

4. 1 a) like to play football. b) like to watch football. ¢) don’t like football.
5. 1 a) like to dance. b) like to stay at home. ¢) like to meet friends.
6. 1

7. 1

8. 1

Pair work: Ask your partner about his/her family. BN RERBT,

Someone in your family who. .. Name Say why
is very stingy

has a very good job

was not born in China

speaks English well

is very smart

is very generous

is popular; has a lot of friends =~ cerecenieiiiiinns

can cook very well

is divorced

Kai En English 5



Meeting New People #5i557 A
| Want to Meet Her

Jake:; Who’s the new secretary?

Pete; Her name is Lily. She’s from

America.
Jake: What’s she like?
Pete. She’s warm-hearted and considerate.

She is also smart and hardworking.
She is in her mid-twenties and

she’s single.
Jake:; Great. Can you introduce me? I
want to invite her to dinner.

Pete: Yes. I can introduce you, but

Frank is taking her to dinner
tonight and Max is taking her to a

movie tomorrow. She is very

popular with the staff.

Lily: Who’s the man over there?

Sue: His name is Jake. He is the

accountant.

Lily: What’s he like?

Sue: He’s polite and friendly. His
boss likes him because he is
hardworking.

Lily: Can you introduce me? Maybe
we can go out sometime.

Sue: Sure. I can introduce you, but

his girlfriend will be angry.
Lily: Who is his girlfriend?
Sue: I am!

Pair work: Answer these questions. [O& N3G/,

1. Describe Lily. 3. Describe Jake.
2. Why does Jake want to meet Lily? 4. Why will Sue be angry?

6 Kai En English



6. Practicing What You Have Learned NE %5

Practice: Answer these questions about the picture. EEOBEH,

Where are they from?
What are their jobs?
Is the man married?

How old are they?

Is the man generous?

Is she a secretary?

Do they work hard?

Is the woman in the chair popular?
Is she beautiful?

What are they talking about?

i
=)

Practice: Now use your answers to make a story about the picture.

RN OANDSEEHBE.

Practice: Use these words to talk about the people in this picture.

FRRTEIENEKIEEH PBIAY.

Example .
I think he is selfish because. . .

Useful Vocabulary SCAESC

selfish conservative polite smart
stingy lazy generous diligent
unfriendly popular rude considerate

Kai En English 7



8. Describing People 1S A

Jason and Max Were Classmates

Jason and Max were classmates in high school.
They both got along very well and they spent their
free time together. Today they met each other on
the street. Jason said, “ You are a teacher! I'm
surprised because when you were a student, you
didn’t like school.” Max said, “And you are a
policeman. When you were a student, you didn’t
like cops!” Both of them like their jobs.

Linda and Jennifer were roommates in college.
After she graduated from college, Linda got a job
in London as a secretary. After college Jennifer
traveled all over Europe. Now they both live in
London. Today they are having lunch. They are
chatting about their time together in college.

Neither of them is married.

Tom and Dick were classmates in college. Both of
them graduated in 1975. Both of them got a job in
a bank and both of them retired last year. They are
good friends and they often meet for a drink. After
they have a drink in a bar, neither of them wants

to pay the bill.

Alex and Brad were both born in New York. They
were classmates in high school. After high school
they worked in a French restaurant. Now they live
in the same apartment and work in the same
restaurant. They both hate their jobs because the

salary is too low.
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