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NEW FORWARD FOR CHINESE EDITION

Nearly one hundred ycars ago, the cinema’s first great artist, D.JW.
Griffith, proclaimed that film would become the new universal
language, understandable to everyone who could sce. Today, that
prophesy has come true. Movies [rom all over the world arc now
accessible in DVD and video lormats. Spectators [rom India to
America, [tom Isracl to Korea can now view movics [rom virtually any

country on the globe. Films are not only entertainment, they are also
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educational tools, allowing us to gain insights into other cultures, other
times, and other places. Movies allow us to understand the workings of

the human mind, whether male or female, young, middle-aged, or old.

The lilms discussed in this book cover a wide spectrum of
experiences, by artists as disparate as America’s Steven Spiclberg,
Britain’s Mike Leigh, Iran’s Abbas Kiorostami, and Taiwan’s Ang lLce.
All of them have wisdom to impart. All that is needed on our part is an
genius ol artists

&

open mind and a desire to be astonished by the creative

who truly speak a universal language of the human spirit.
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