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i StrayBirds

1
Stray? birds of summer come to my window to sing and fly away.
And yellow leaves of autumm, which have no songs, flutter and
fall there with a sigh.

4
It is the tears of the earth that keep her smiles in bloom.

8
Her ‘wistful® face haunts® my dreams like the rain at night.

9
Once we dreamt that we were strangers.

We wake up to find that we were dear to each other.

25
Man is a born child, his power is the power of growth.

36
The waterfall sings, “I find my song, when I find my freedom.”

42
You smiled and talked to me of nothing and I felt that for this I

had been waiting long.
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i Stray Birds

45
He has made his weapons his gods.
When his weapons win he is defeated himself.

46
God finds himself by creating.

55
My day is done, and I am like a boat drawn on the beach,
listening to the dance-music of the tide in the evening.

72
In my solitude® of heart I feel the sigh of this widowed evening

veiled® with mist and rain.

74
The mist®, like love, plays upon the heart of the hills and bring
out surprises of beauty.

83
He who wants to do good knocks at the gate; he who loves finds
the gate open.

85
The artist is the lover of Nature, therefore he is her slave and her

master.

104
The music of the far-away summer flutters around the Autumn

seeking its former nest.
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§ StrayBirds

106
The touch of the nameless days clings to my heart like mosses

round the old tree.

112
The sun has his simple robe® of light. The clouds are decked?®

with gorgeousness®.

120
I feel thy© beauty, dark night, like that of the loved woman when

she has put out the lamp.

122
Dear friend, I feel the silence of your great thoughts of many a

deepening eventide® on this beach when I listen to these waves.

126
Not hammer-strokes, but dance of the water sings the pebbles into

perfection.

130
If you shut your door to all errors truth will be shut out.

139
Time is the wealth of change, but the clock in its parody® makes

it mere change and no wealth.
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§ StrayBirds

150
My thoughts shimmer® with these shimmering leaves and my heart
sings with the touch of this sunlight; my life is glad to be floating with
all things into the blue of space, into the dark of time.

156
The Great walks with the Small without fear.
The Middling keeps aloof®.

176
The water in a vessel® is sparkling®; the water in the sea is dark.
The small truth has words that are clear; the great truth has great

silence.

181
My flower of the day dropped its petals forgotten.

In the evening it ripens into a golden fruit of memory.

183
The evening sky to me is like a window, and a lighted lamp, and

a waiting behind it.

198
The cricket’s chirp® and the patter of rain come to me through the
dark, like the rustle® of dreams from my past youth.
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