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PREFACE

Since the beginning of the 20th century the rapid development of science and
technology, particularly engineering science and technology, has become the key factor
and real momentum for global economic prosperity and social enhancement. The socialist
construction of New China has created fifty-year's glories, to which generations of
pioneers in engineering science and technology have indelibly contributed.

Representing half of the more than 20 million strong S&T community currently in
China, the members of the Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE) are the leading
lights among them in the related fields. They are playing an important part as initiators,
designers and commanders in diverse projects of engineering construction, and always
striving at the front of scientific research, designing, manufacturing and construction.
As the first founders of large-scale engineering projects in New China, their integral
contributions will go down the history.

Presented herewith is a large photograph album "Members of the Chinese Academy
of Engineering", which contains their photographs, manuscripts and profiles. The
photographs have truly recorded the scenes where they work, which will leave the precious
historical data for the future generations. As one's face portrays his heart, their savvy
expressions, deep gazes and relaxed smiles in the pictures speak of their resolute faith,
persistent commitment and distinctive grace. As one's handwritings depict his
personalities, their manuscripts, some with free and vigorous strokes, some primitive
and crude, some elegant and round, suggest their cultural cultivation and sincere life
interests. Coupled with a contrast between lights and shadows, and black and white, the
readers can sense the essence of characters, the strength of spirit and eternity of life.

China has made splendid accomplishments in the last fifty years, but it is only a
short prelude to vitalizing China. It takes tens of years, or even hundreds of years, to
realize the modernization of China. No doubt the 21st century will embrace some payoff
in engineering construction development. In that perspective we have to forge a massive
lineup in engineering S&T and a lot of pre-eminent young scientists and engineers, and
achieve the goal of national rejuvenation, with generations after generations and beyond
generations.

It is to be wished that the album will inspire the young generation as well as motivate
them, to be dedicated to engineering S&T cause, take over the torch from the older
generation of scientists and scale new heights by standing on the shoulders of these
giants.

The mission is endowed by nature, and who but myself can do it?

Song Jian, President
The Chinese Academy of Engineering
December, 1999
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QIAN XUESEN
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Qian Xuesen, Born on December 11, 1911, Shanghai. Graduated
from Shanghai Jiaotong University in 1934. Received Ph.D. at
California Institute of Technology, USA in 1938. Professor,
Commission of Science, Technology & Industry for National

Defense. Elected Member of Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1957,

elected Member of Chinese Acadeny of Engineering in 1994.
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Hou Xianglin, Born on April 4,
1912, Guangdong Province.
Graduated from Yenching University
in 1935. Received Ph.D. at Carnegiie
Institute of Technology, USA in 1948.
Senior Consultant, China National
Petrochemical Corporation, and
China National Petrogas Corporation.
Elected member of Chinese Academy
of Sciences in 1955, elected member
of Chinese Academy of Engineering in

1994.
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