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he written word

In this unit, you will _
¢ read a student’s essay about appreciating literature
and a student’s report on Robert Burns
+ listen to information on how to write a literary review
+ discuss some classic literature and give your opinion
on a literary review
¢ write a literary review
+ recite a poem J

Welcome to the unit

These days, most people watch television or listen to music for entertainment. Do people
still read books in their spare time? Look at these pictures and discuss the following
questions with a partner.

U The Bookworm
Book Club

: |

»
=h YT

1 If you were asked to recommend a book to a friend, what book would you
choose? Why?

2 Do you think that e-books will ever replace books in print?

3 What are some of the differences between poetry and science fiction books?
1]
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Reading

A} The following is a student’s essay about one of the classics of English literature. Read it
quickly and answer these questions.

1 What is classic literature?

2 Who is Charles Dickens?

3 How old is Pip when the story begins?

B Classics are some of the best works ever written. However, peo
are old-fashioned and boring. Read Liz’s essay and learn to appreci

O -—— B

Appreciating literature

What is classic literature? Classics are the antiques of the literary world. They are
novels, plays and poems that were written a long time ago and were so well written
and well received that people still read them today. They are examples of great
writing and wisdom, and even those written centuries ago can still be found in
bookshops and libraries today.

Because a lot of classics were written so long ago, the language used in them is
quite different from the language used today. This makes them difficult for some
people to read, and often, the classics are left to gather dust on shelves. Many people
do not read them because they think they are old-fashioned and boring, and have
nothing to do with life today.

However, if this is true, why do we still find classics in bookshops and libraries?
They have not disappeared and still have a place in the world today. Why else would
many films based on them be successful? In 1995, Clueless, the award-winning film
based on Jane Austen’s novel Emma, was released. Three years later, in 1998, a
modern adaptation of Charles Dickens’s novel Great Expectations appeared in
cinemas. I do not think that these classic novels would be made into films if they
had nothing to do with life today.

Charles Dickens: ‘England’s greatest writer’

Charles Dickens was born in Portsmouth, England in 1812. He wrote many novels.
Oliver Twist, David Copperfield and Great Expectations are probably his
best-known works. He first published many novels one chapter at a time in
newspapers, and some were later performed on stage. For people at that time, his
stories were like the soap operas we see on TV today.

He died in 1870 and his tomb reads, ‘By his death, one of England’s greatest writers
is lost to the world.’.




Great Expectations

Great Expectations is set in England in the early 1800s. Dickens uses Pip, the main
character, to tell the story. Pip is not only a character; he also tells the story of Great
Expectations. Pip lives with his older sister and her husband Joe. Pip’s sister seldom has

30 a kind word to say, but Joe is a kind and simple man, who would rather die than see any
harm come to Pip.

Pip, who is seven years old when the story begins, is in a misty field of tombs when a

man appears and frightens him. Mist is a symbol of danger and uncertainty in Great

Expectations. Classic novels often have symbols which add interest, tension or deeper
35 meaning to the text. Readers may not be able to see the danger, so they need a symbol
like the mist to make it clearer to them.

There is a twist in the plot when a very generous stranger gives Pip a lot of money. Pip
is about eighteen years old when this happens, and the fortune sets him free from
financial worries. Pip makes the abrupt decision to move from Kent, which is a constant

40 reminder of his shabby beginnings, to the bright lights of London.

Excited by his move to London, Pip can hardly wait to begin his new life. Money and

education have changed him, and before long he develops the shortcomings of being

shallow and having prejudice, even against his old companions. Pip dislikes it when Joe

comes to visit him in London. He has rigid ideas of what it means to be civil and to be a
45 gentleman, and is embarrassed by Joe because he does not fit these.

Pip is bent on becoming a gentleman and winning Estella’s love. Estella is a beautiful
girl, and for Pip, she is a symbol of education and money. What it really means to be a
gentleman is an important theme in Great Expectations. Is an educated person with a lot
of money a gentleman? Or is a gentleman somebody who is kind and good to his

50 friends?

By the end of the novel, Pip has changed a lot. He learns that wealth does not buy
happiness and that friends are more important than a fancy education. This change in
Pip is called character development and is an important part of any novel. Does Joe
forgive Pip? Does Pip get the girl of his dreams? You will just have to read it yourself
to find out!

reading a persuasive essay

reader to adopt a certain
reciate classic literature.
out classic literature. She
_fashioned and boring, it
d libraries and many

Reading strategy:

the author tries to convince the
the author wants us to appb
At the beginning, she asks us to reconsider l?;r ld:iii -
think classic literatu
ells us that although we may v Bl >
?5 still relevant today. You can find classics in bookshops 2

films are even based on them.

In a persuasive es5ay,
point of view. In this €594y,

é’ Q ’

i ay.
then the author has written a good persuasive €55 y.



Unit 1

@U How well did you understand the details in the essay? Read it again and answer
the following questions.

1 Why don’t many people like the classics?

What does Liz think about classic novels?

What kind of person is Joe?

What is written on Charles Dickens’s gravestone?

Who gives Pip a lot of money?

Why is Pip embarrassed by his friend Joe?

What does Pip learn by the end of the novel?

® N O »n A W N

What is an example of character development

in Great Expectations?

@ Here are some words from Liz’s essay that describe the main elements of the novel
Great Expectations. Match the elements on the left with the correct examples on the right.

1 characters e e a mist

2 setting . e b what it means to be a gentleman

3 symbol . e ¢ England in the early 1800s

4 theme . e d Pip, Joe, Estella

5 plot . e e. astranger gives Pip a lot of money, then

Pip moves to London and becomes a snob

@ Find these new words and expressions in Liz’s essay. Then match them with the correct
definitions. Write the correct letters in the blanks.

1 antiques (line 1) a very quick and not expected
2 well received (line 3) b inSiSting on doing Something
3 released (line 14) ¢ valuable things from the past
4 abrupt (linie 39) d liked by a lot of people

e made available to the public
5 prejudice (line 43)

f difficult to change
6. Tighd Jine 44) — g preference that prevents true
7 civil (line 44) it consideration of a situation
8 bent on (line 46) h polite, good-mannered
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@ Tom has joined a book club and has been asked to write a book report. He has
decided to write about Charles Dickens’s classic Great Expectations. Help him complete the
first part of his report by using the words in the box to fill in the blanks.

shallow husband fortune symbol gentleman
Pip novel authors theme England

Great Expectations is my favourite book. It was written by one of England’s
greatest (1 , Charles Dickens, and is now seen as classic literature.

The main character in the novel is 2 , a poor boy from England.
He lives with his mean sister and her 3 , Joe.

The story is set in 4 in the early 1800s. It is @ misty night when
the story begins. Mist is a () for danger and uncertainty used
throughout the

Later in the story, Pip receives a large sum of money from a stranger. He uses

the ™ to move to London without any companions. He settles i
there so he can become an educated ® . Pip changes from a ,
pleasant young man into a very © one. What it means to be a
gentleman is an important (10 in Great Expectations. Pip is not

really a gentleman because he is prejudiced against Joe.

The best part of the story is when Pip makes the acquaintance of the man who
gives him his fortune.

L—F' Discuss these questions with a partner. Use the following conversation as an example.

Would you like to read Great Expectations? Yes, | would. | think the plot

sounds very exciting. Would
you like to read it?
Not really. | don’t like the

classics that much.
Why not?

| think they are boriﬁé'. =
| fall asleep if | try to
read them.

1 Would you like to read Great Expectations? Why or why not?
2 Can you think of some possible endings for the novel?

3 Have you ever read a foreign classic? If you have, what did you think of it?
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| am William

Word power

Literature

A Liu Yue has an English literature test tomorrow, so she goes to the library to study. She
reads a book about different categories of literature. Read the book with her.

Literature can be divided into two main categories: fiction and non-fiction.
Literature that is not true or factual is called fiction. There are four types of fiction:
poetry, drama, short stories and novels.

Poetry is writing that usually has a rhythm that is repeated. It often focuses on
feelings. Drama is writing that tells a story through action and speech. Drama is first
written and then performed on stage as a play. A short work of fiction with only a
few characters and a simple plot is called a short story. A long work of fiction is
called a novel. Novels usually have many characters and a more complex plot than
short stories. A book which is very popular is called a best-seller. Science fiction and
romance are popular novel genres which are often found on best-seller lists.

Non-fiction includes literature that is true and based on facts. It includes news
articles, biographies, and autobiographies. A news article or news story is what we
read in a newspaper; it is writing which reports factual information. A book about the
life of a person is called a biography. We call a book a person writes about his or her
own life an autobiography.

IB That night, after studying all evening, Liu Yue dreams that she meets some literary figures.

My name is Katherine Mansfield and | come from
New Zealand. | am a short story writer. | wrote
a famous short story called ‘Miss Brill’.

I am Charles Dickens, England’s
most popular novelist. | wrote
the novel Great Expectations.

Shakespeare, the
most famous
playwright of all
time. | was born in
England and |
wrote Romeo and
Juliet, the famous
romantic play.

yZ

o

| am the poet John Keats. | was also
born in England. | am famous for my
beautiful poetry. Have you read my
poem ‘Ode to a Nightingale?

| am Liu Yue. | come from China. | am a
student ... | write ... essays. | am the
authar of many ... school essays ...
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Liu Yue is writing an introduction to the different categories of literature for her English

class. Help her fill in the blanks using the words from Parts A and B.

®

Literature that is not true or factual is called M . Writing that
often focuses on love and other feelings and has a rhythm that is repeated
is called @ . John Keats, a famous English @ , wrote
a beautiful poem about a kind of bird called nightingale. 4 is
writing that tells a story through action and speech. William Shakespeare
was a great English ) who wrote a play called Romeo and
Juliet. A short work of fiction with only a few characters and a simple plot is
called a © . Katherine Mansfield wrote a famous work of this
type called ‘Miss Brill’. A @) like Great Expectations has many
characters and a more complex plot. Science fiction and ® are
popular novel ® :

A news article is an example of (10) _. ' because it reports factual_
information. A book about the life of someone is called a A LA
book that a person writes about his or her own life is called an (12)

Liu Yue is completing a crossword puzzle about verbs related to the word ‘write’.

Read the clues and choose words from the box to complete the puzzle.

4 5
6
7
1
2
Across
1 to write something again, to change or improve it compile
2 to put letters or words on paper compose
3 to create a poem or music correct
Down draft
4 to gather pieces of writing together into a single book edit
5 to remove the mistakes from a piece of writing rewrite
6 to plan roughly on paper wiite
7 to change writing until it is suitable for its purpose
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A negative
statement may

sometimes have a
positive meaning,
e.g.

He didn't leave
anything to his son
but a big library of
books.

‘| wonder

whether/if ... is used
when considering
something concerning
oneself. ‘| wouldn't be
surprised if ... is used
when considering
something concerning
people other than
oneself.

Grammar and usage

Negative statements

Negative statements are often used to correct a mistaken idea.

Money does not buy happiness.

In this sentence, the mistaken idea that money buys happiness is corrected.

We have different ways to make negative statements. The most commonly used
negative words are no, not, never and neither.

—

N

auxiliary verb + not
In the simplest kind of negative statement, not or n’t comes after the auxiliary
verb.

They might not (mightn’t) have been written last year.
| do not (don’t) think so.

not paired with other words

¢ When used before a word with a negative prefix (e.g., un-, dis-, or in-), the
meaning becomes positive. This type of phrase is not as strong as a direct
positive statement.
It is not uncommon to find her reading the newspaper. (It is quite common to
find her reading the newspaper.)

¢ When used before a phrase of time, distance or a noun phrase including
quantities, it serves to emphasize the negative meaning of the phrase.
Not many people heard the speech. (Very few people heard the speech.)

extra negative in if-clauses .
Sometimes we use negative expressions with the words whether and if to show
our doubt about a situation. These are more casual and are usually used in
spoken English.
| wonder whether/if | shouldn’t bring an umbirella. (I wonder whether/if I
should bring an umbrella.)
| wouldn’t be surprised if they didn’t move soon. (I wouldn’t be surprised if they
moved soon.)

There are many other negative expressions. Some common ones are hardly, far
from, seldom, unless, free from, and would rather ... than.
Pip can hardly wait to begin his new life.
The classics are far from disappearing.
Pip’s sister seldom has a kind word to say.
Unless you read the novel yourself, you will never know what happens at the end.
The fortune sets him free from financial worries.

Joe would rather die than see any harm come to Pip.
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& Sharon has joined the book club with Tom. She has written a book report on another
Dickens classic, Oliver Twist. Read her report and circle any negative statements used.

Oliver Twist was written by the novelist Charles Dickens in 1837 and is one of
the classics. The story is set in England in the 1830s. The main character is
called Oliver Twist. His mother dies when he is a baby, and as a result, he
experiences an abnormal childhood without any parents. He is raised in a place
with other children who also have no parents. He is then sent to a workhouse,
where he has to work very hard and hardly has time to relax. Oliver does not like.
anything about the workhouse. He is treated very badly and seldom has enough
food or water. One day at supper, he asks for more food. Because of this, he is
thrown out of the workhouse and becomes a servant to a cruel master.

Oliver is abused by his new master. He runs away to London, where he meets a
man called Fagin. Fagin is not a good character and cares only about himself. He
is a master thief, who teaches young boys how to steal. Oliver does not know
anything at first and stays with Fagin. He does not want to steal from anyone, but
in order to survive, Oliver is forced to become a criminal. Fagin trains Oliver and
his new friend, the Artful Dodger, and the two boys soon become Fagin’s best
thieves.

One day, the boys steal from a millionaire named Mr Barnlow. Oliver gets caught
by the police and is taken to court. Mr Barnlow is a man without any of Fagin’s
vices. He pities Oliver, takes him home, and tries to reform him.

Oliver loves his new home and Mr Barnlow becomes a father to him.
Unfortunately, Oliver must soon leave his new father. Fagin and his group of
criminals are afraid that Oliver will tell the police about them, so they find him
and take him back to their hiding place in London. They force him back into a
life of crime by pressuring him with the threat of violence if he resists. Unless -
Oliver can escape, he will never be reunited with Mr Barnlow. He will have only
misfortune, not a real family and the love he deserves, which is the major theme
of the book.

TSSO ommm——— R TS P INT  e

lB Read the sentences from Sharon’s diary and complete them using the negative words
from the box. Change the form where necessary.

not uncommon  surprised if ... didn’t wonder whether/if ... shouldn’t not many

1 Iwouldn’t be my classmates read another of Charles
Dickens’s books.
It is for students to have difficulty understanding classics.

3 students in my class have read Oliver Twist, so I told them the
story.

4 1 I borrow another book from the library to read.




Unit 1

I10

Task Writing a literary review

Skills building 1: listening for key words

When your teacher is speaking, it is important to listen carefully for key words. Key
words are the most important words in a sentence or paragraph. Teachers often use
key words when they are speaking to give useful hints about homework or tests.
Below is some useful information on how to listen for key words.

1 Key words are often stressed.
The teacher often emphasizes the key words in a sentence to draw attention to

them.

2 There is often a pause before a key word.
The teacher often trys to get your attention by pausing, so that you know
something important is going to be said.

3 Key words are often repeated.
The teacher may try to tell you that a word is important by repeating it several
times.

4 Key words are often summarized.
After the teacher has finished speaking, he or she often repeats all the key words
in short sentences.

Step 1: recognizing key words
@9 & In your English class, your teacher is telling you how to write a literary review.

The teacher will divide the information into four paragraphs. You have to write down
the key words for each paragraph. Use the table below.

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3

Paragraph 4°
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B You find this short story online written by a student from the USA. Read the story, and
use the table below to make notes for your literary review.

_ox

H(-é %T;j ,ﬂ‘g %}%( http://www.studentstory.com/thehome-madeball.html

The home-made ball
by Jerry Johnson

The sun was shining as Kevin walked to the old bench where he met Mike every
afternoon after school. Kevin and his friend Mike loved to play soccer. They didn’t have
enough money to buy a real soccer ball, but Mike had made a ball out of old socks
covered with a piece of plastic. It was not beautiful, but it worked well. The two friends
kicked and ran until the sun turned the sky pale orange.

The next afternoon, Kevin and Mike met at the old bench again. Soon the home-made
ball was spinning across the grass as the boys laughed and shouted happily. The ball
suddenly stopped when a new sneaker swiftly pinned it to the ground. Kevin’s heart
sank when he saw who owned the shoe. Steven was stout and a strong soccer player.
‘Look at you two with your stupid ball and broken sneakers,’ laughed Steven.

The next morning, Kevin’s mother gave him an envelope. ‘Your uncle sent you a
birthday present,” she smiled. Kevin’s eyes grew big when he saw the 100-dollar bill.
Later that day, a pair of brand new sneakers lay next to his chair, and in the corner, was
a new soccer ball.

The next day, Steven invited Kevin to play soccer on the field next to the library. Kevin
did not want Mike to join them. Mike’s sneakers were old and muddy, and he had little
talent for soccer. When the game was over, Kevin and Steven walked past the old bench,
where Mike was sitting. Steven picked up a stone and threw it at him. Kevin, hugging
his new soccer ball to his chest, walked on and did not look back.

One afternoon as Kevin walked past the old bench, he saw something lying under it. He
looked closer and saw that it was the home-made ball. Kevin was filled with sorrow at
the sight of his old soccer ball, and he let out a sad sigh. As his sadness turned to anger,
he picked up his new soccer ball and kicked it into the air. Kevin kicked it so hard that it
flew past the library and over the school gate. Up it flew, higher and higher, until it was
a small dot in the sky. Kevin walked to the bench and picked up the home-made ball.
Holding it gently in his hands, he sat down on the old bench and waited.

Title Theme
Author Symbols
Genre Your opinion
Characters Star rating
Plot

@ @ You want to check your notes on the short story with your partner, Jane. Listen to the

conversation you have and check your notes in Part B. 11 B



