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ABSTRACT

The multitudinous variety and high frequency of the appearance
of images of Western things in the novels of late Qing Dynasty reflects
both the historical reality when Western things came into people’ s life
and the fact that they aroused the novelists’ great interest in them.
Thus it is worthwhile to probe into such questions: why were people so
keen on it? What impact did it bring to the socio-cultural mentality in
late Qing Dynasty?

Based on the novels of late Qing Dynasty, this book attempts to
analyze Chinese people’ s experiences on the Western things and the
attached connotations of socio-cultural mentality, with special concern
on how it, together with other elements, prompted the social problem
of national crisis and mental anxiety in modern China. What’ s more,
this book explores how the novelists in late Qing Dynasty employ the
techniques of disenchantment, resistance, incorporation, appropria-
tion of the Western things and eventually invent in an imaginary way
Chinese counterparts, construct a China with bright future, resolve the
national crisis, release the identity anxiely and reconstruct the national
identity. Therefore, the Western things are removed of their Western
marks and become the symbols of new Chinese “country” , new Chi-
nese “people”.

Western things in late Qing Dynasty are not a gradual succession
of the importing process since Ming Dynasty; but a “renewal” of the
relationship between the West and China after sheer discontinuity even

isolation. The things such as canons, ships and trains in China all ex-
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perience the process from being rejected, misunderstood to becoming
gradually accepted and finally immersing into Chinese people’ s life
and becoming a symbol of fashion. Accordingly, the Westerns things
come into people’ s imagination and mentality and become a new type
of images in the novels of late Qing Dynasty that makes a vital part of
the plot structures and narrative strategies and therefore of the artistic
peculiarities.

The images of the Western things indicate the reexperiencing of
the society and culture. They not only inscribe the Western force and
power, but also represent the Western culture and civilization. They
do not only bring about a new but strange “world” to China that cau-
ses fear, humiliation and loss of morality; the facilities brought by sci-
ence and machinery also induce people’ s mystic anticipation of their
own future.

The images of the Western things in the novels of late Qing Dy-
nasty highlights the trauma they brought to the socio-cultural mentali-
ty. Western things are “the thing of the other”, *“the mirror of the
other” and “the eye of the other”. Being “the thing of the other”,
the privilege of the Western things produces the crisis of Chinese iden-
tity and national tradition; being *the mirror of the other”, they re-
flect that Chinese things are native but uncultured and Chinese people
ugly; and being “the eye of the other” , their “gaze” shows contempt
and Chinese look naive because of their lack of experience.

The figuration and narration of images of the Western things also
implies the inclination of a localization of them and reconstruction of
socio-cultural mentality. It proves that localization of the Western

things is a way out of the trauma of socio-cultural mentality and identi-



