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X2 REFRM S
Totem of Marr Family, a tapestry created by wife Jane

1999 4 2 B AER ISR —m A5 B F
William Marr giving a talk at the International Conference on
Environmental Literature, Singapore (February 1999)
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1. PREFACE

I first met William Marr (Ma Wei-Yi, Chinese pen name Feima) in the early
1990s at a literary conference held at Shantou University, Guangdong, China.
Since then, we have kept in close contact with each other, and I have come to
know and appreciate better his poetry, his ¢ssays, his personality, and his
increasing influence in China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Southeast Asia, and the United
States. The name of "William Marr" has become a frequent conversational topic
between my husband, Weimin, and me. In June 2002, William came to Haikou,
Hainan, China, to attend a symposium on his poetry co-sponsored by the Hainan
Normal College, the Hainan Writers' Association and others. At the Symposium,
Weimin delivered a paper examining William's professional engineering career
and his writing achievements, and proclaimed that, on balance, William the poet is
much weightier than William the engineer. It was then when Weimin and I came
up with the idea of writing a pictorial book on William's art and his life story. In
August 2005, during Weimin's lecture tour in the United States, we made a special
trip to Chicago to visit William and his lovely wife, Jane, and collected materials
for this book. (by Lingling)
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William and Huang Yongyu, an internationally-acclaimed Chinese art master
and writer, are good friends. There are many common threads that connect their



artistic lives, particularly their sense of humor. These are the words of Huang
Yongyu:

"William Marr is a rare talent, writing poetry and essays, while maintaining
his scientific career. At the same time, he is a painter and a sculptor. It thus seems
that he is trying to take plunder in many fields; a strongman indeed, yet full of
compassion and sympathy."

Writer/critic Zong Ying once wrote:

"In Chinese, Marr literally means horse. William Marr is indeed a gallant
horse, galloping freely in the field of world poetry. As Dufu said in his poem, 4
Song of Painting to General Cao: 'The emperor told you to spread out a piece of
silk / with laborious design you worked and worked. / Soon a dragon-horse
emerges from the sky, / banishing earthly horses for thousands of years.! We
probably can also say that William Marr banishes earthly horses from the realm of
poetry."
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Chinese artist Huang Yongyu painted for William's poetry during
William's visit to Beijing, China (August 2001)



HOKE ARSI (B fERm
Huang Yongyu's painting for William's poem,
Terraced Paddies

2. TEI RS (1937-1948)
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2. IN GUANGDONG'S COUNTRYSIDE (1937-1948)

William was born in Taichung, Taiwan, on October 17, 1936. Four months
later, his family moved back to their hometown, a small village in southeastern
Guangdong, China. Soon afterwards, William's father, Jieying, went to Vietnam
with his brothers to run a trading company specializing in herbal medicine, leaving
behind William's mother to care for their six young children (William being the
fourth oldest). In 1946, when William's grandmother passed away, the family
donated a large quantity of newly published books to the school that William was
attending to set up a memorial library. William benefited tremendously from
reading these books, among them were folklores and biographical stories of
traditional Chinese literary masters. Before returning to Taiwan in the summer of
1948 to join his father who had returned there soon after the end of World War II,
William had read practically the entire collection of the library.
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(1983.4.4)



B R

R

B FEA R E) 2R

N1 7 A (S B BB AR AN O B R
R H G A T KAR B Bt B ARAT ]

i B MARATAR A — R R
KEH—MHHF—

—N AR 200 ~J B B P BN B 0 TH 5

STARS

O stars stars

innumerous ever since I learned to count

I don’t know any of your names

yet night after night

I lie on the grass wet with dew

looking up at you

hoping to find something

about another world—a world beyond the range
of the most powerful scope

(1957.11.1)



1EIh FIXE 1984 4R 7E ARG
William with his parents, Guangdong, China
(1984)
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William's painting: Mother
— A Life Full of Hardship
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3. fEET (1948-1961)
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3. IN TAIWAN (1948 -1961)

While attending Taichung First Middle School in Taiwan, William read
extensively the works of modern Chinese writers of the May Fourth Era. In
college, he, together with a classmate, founded MORNING LIGHT, a literary
journal. As its editor, William contributed many pieces to the journal, mostly
poems. The following poem, entitled At the Mountainside, was one of those
poems. William also served as the president of the school chorus. Its conductor,
Zhu Yongzhen, an established composer and educator, introduced Western
classical music to the students through weekly lectures, and it was because of these
lectures that William's mind and poetry were instilled with music. It was also
during those years that William ventured into the classical works of world
literature.

After graduating from college, William underwent a six-month mandatory
Reserve Officer training. He then served as a second lieutenant in a training center
for new army recruits. There, he met a young writer who would later introduce
him to the editor of a literary magazine, and that editor, in turn, would introduce
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