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Preface

I am delighted that the Chinese edition of this book has been pub-
lished. The history and theory of architecture is a truly global subject,
and despite the many differences in the subject matter which various ar-
chitecture students all around the world often choose to focus upon for
their dissertations and theses, in many ways the overall aim remains the
same: to explore, uncover and generate new meanings in architecture,
new meanings which have great relevance and resonance for the contempo-
rary world of architectural production and invention.

In addition, these works of history and theory all share a common
concern for the balance of fact and interpretation, and of explanation and
speculation. As such, the methodologies and techniques used are, if not
exactly the same, then very often highly similar and directly equivalent
across different students, schools and countries. To this end, I hope that
this Chinese edition of The Dissertation will prove of interest and value to
a whole new group of students, and will help them to pursue their explo-
rations within the world of architecture.

I would also like to thank here the translator, Xing Xiao Chun, for

all of her great efforts and professionalism in preparing this edition.

Jain Borden
London, 2010
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