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Our Earth — Our Future — Just Save It!

Looking Ahead

© Get to know an environmental problem in Hawaii.
© Learn about the feature of euphemism.

© Talk about environmental protection.

© Know how to follow and give instructions.

i Getting Ready

1. How do you understand the proverb: One man's trash is another man's treasure, or One s meat

is another s poison?

2. Do you think frogs are harmful animals? In what way do you think they are harmful or not? Try

to give some examples down here and then exchange ideas with your partner.

3. The coming article is about the coqui, a kind of frog. Read thefollbwing sentences and guess
if they are true (T) or false (F) before you read the article.
~ 1) The coqui is a very big frog.
~ 2) The coqui is from Hawaii.
~3) The coqui is dangerous to the environmént.
~ 4) The number of the coqui keeps increasing.
~5) The coqui can now only be caught by hand.

Now read the article to check your answer in Ex. 3.
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¥ > Reading

The Coqui in Hawaii
A tiny frog with a sharp noise has invaded the Big Island and won’t shut up.
— Associated Press
The coqui frog population has been increasing in Hawaii since 1988, but

just recently exploded.

— Department of Agriculture, Hawaii

Hawaii—Experts say the American state of Hawaii has been invaded by
a small frog called the coqui. There may be millions of the small frogs in
Hawaii. However, they do not belong there.

They are normally found in the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico and in
the south-eastern United States. The coqui frogs are harming Hawaii’s
environment. And the extremely loud noise they make is causing problems for
Hawaiian citizens and visitors.

The coqui invaders arrived in Hawaii about ten years ago. They are
believed to have been brought in accidentally in shipments of plants from
Puerto Rico or Florida. Their numbers have sharply increased. They have
quickly spread around the Hawaiian Islands hidden in plants.

The coqui is a brown frog about five centimeters long. During the day,
the frogs hide in wet protected areas, such as under plant leaves. At night, the
frogs move onto trees to feed, or to call to females.

In their native Puerto Rico, local people celebrate coqui frogs. But in
Hawaili, the foreign frog has been condemned as a harmful animal.

The coqui frogs are a major threat to Hawaii’s environmental system.
The frogs eat thousands
of insects every night.
These insects are impor-
tant for the reproduction
of plants. The insects
also are important food
for Hawaii’s native, rare
birds.

The frogs also are

affecting the tourism

industry in Hawaii.

Theme A
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Increasing numbers of hotels, visitors and local people have complained
about the loud calls made by coqui frogs. At night, the noise often makes it
difficult for people to sleep. The call of the male coqui sounds like: Ko-Kee!
Ko-Kee! That is how they got their name.

The frogs do not have any natural enemies in Hawaii to reduce their popu-
lation size. The warm weather permits them to lay eggs all year round. There are
many efforts in Hawaii designed to stop the spread of the coqui. It is a crime to
transport, sell or set the frogs free there.

The Hawaiian Department of Agriculture is trying to find an effective chemi-
cal that can be safely used to kill the frogs.

For now, the frogs may only be caught by hand. The Hawaiian Department
of Agriculture says the greatest threat to the economy and environment of the

state is from harmful invasive groups of animals, like the coqui.

% Comprehension

economy: 5%

invasive: adj.

of invade

1. Read the article carefully to complete the following chart of the basic information about the

coqui frogs.
The Coqui Frogs
The coqui is a and frog about long.
Features It hides areas during the day and moves at night.
The calling of a male coqui sounds like
The coqui frogs are normally found in the
Where and ) ]
and in the South-eastern United States.
e They arrived in about ago.
They are originally from
Origin They were brought in and their numbers
have sharply i
They eat every night.
Threat to They are affecting in Hawaii.
environment  The loud calls of the frogs make it difficult at night.
They have no natural enemies to reduce
Efforts to stop In Hawalii, it is a crime to . or
the spread of ~ The Department of Agriculture is trying to find an
them For now, the frogs may only be caught
Theme A
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2. Read the following sentences taken from the article and decide which of the choices best explains
each of the sentences.
1) They do not belong there.
A. They should not have appeared there.
B. It is not their hometown there.
C. They are suitable to be there.
2) They are normally found in the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico.
A. Ordinarily, they are found in the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico.
B. They are not easily found in the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico.
C. They can only be found in the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico.
3) They were believed to have been brought in accidentally in shipments of plants.
A. People believed that they had been brought in by ships in an accident.
B. People believed that they had been brought in while delivering plants.
C. People believed that they happened to be brought in while delivering plants.
4) In their native Puerto Rico, local people celebrate coqui frogs.
A. In their hometown in Puerto Rico, coqui frogs are praised.
B. In Puerto Rico, local people have celebrations for coqui frogs.
C. In their native Puerto Rico, people welcome coqui frogs.
5) The warm weather permits them to lay eggs all year round.
A. They are allowed to lay eggs for a whole year by the warm weather.
B. The warm weather makes it possible for them to lay eggs all the year round.
C. They would lay eggs only in warm weather.

. Work in groups to discuss the following questions.
1) According to the author, why is it hard to reduce the population size of the coqui? List the

possible reasons down here.

2) How do you analyze the sentence “They have quickly spread around the Hawaiian Islands
hidden in plants.” in Paragraph 3? What is the component (ji%f}) part of “hidden in plants™?

3) What do you think of the law “It is a crime to transport, sell or set the frogs free there.”? To

what degree do you think can the law work?

4) What suggestions can you offer to help control the spread of the coqui?
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Language Focus

p Word Power

1. Find words from the article that mean the following.
1) by accident, unexpectedly, unintentionally (Para. 3)
2) quickly and strongly (Para. 3)

3) to cover a large area or period of time (Para. 3)
4) to criticize, to disapprove of (Para. 5)

5) main, principle, chief (Para. 6)

6) to influence, to act on, to change (Para. 7)

7) to make smaller or cheaper (Para. 9)

8) to allow, to make it possible (Para. 9)

9) to move, carry, take (Para. 9)

10) useful, powerful, strong (Para. 10)

2. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the proper forms of the words you’ve just got from
Exercise 1.
1) His efforts to improve the school have been very o
2) I will come in June if my health
3)Therainwill ~~ our plans for a picnic.
4) At that time women were for wearing short skirts.
5) After the storm the temperature dropped

6) Columbus discovered America .
7)Thekids ~ their toys all over the room.

8) Health care is one of the problems of our time.
9) We have ~ the price of the coat from $100 to $65.
10) Ittook all day to the furniture to the new apartment.

3. Choose the right word from the following groups of words to complete each of the following
sentences. Change the form if necessary.
1) harm harmful harmless
A. The dog seems fierce, but he is
B. You're your eyes while reading in such dim light.
C. Follow the directions carefully, or this medicine may be
2) ship (n.) ship (v.) shipment
A. He joined the army and was ~off to a training camp.
B.A s alarge boat for carrying people or goods on the sea.

C. All his belongings were lost in

Theme A
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3) protect protective protection
A. Use an umbrella to ~yourself from the rain.
B. Apoliceman’s chiefdutyisthe =~ of the people.
C. As a mother she’s too towards her daughter; she should let her see more of the
world.
4) environment environmental
A. Those small factories are causing a lot of ~ pollution with all its noise and smoke.
B. A happy family providesaloving ~ for its children.
5) produce production reproduction
A. We studied the processof ~~ in biology class.
B.Thelandusedto =~ enough to feed us.
C. ~of computers has been doubled in the last few weeks.
6) chemical chemist chemistry
A. He’s trying to learn more aboutthe =~ of the lead.
B. An effective to kill the frogs is being searched for.

C.Ina  shop you can buy medicines.

p Language Feature
Euphemism

Euphemism ( [ 'juifomizom] ZE#i 1% ) is a figure of speech, the definition of which is the use of
pleasant, mild or indirect words or phrases in place of more accurate or direct ones. The main purpose
of using euphemism is to avoid hurting other people’s feelings.

For example:

On 25 October 1955, she went to sleep peacefully for the last time.

Here “went to sleep” is a euphemism for “died”.

Some other examples are:

“A mentally retarded child” is said to be “a bit slow for his age”.

“Second childhood” is a euphemism for “old age”.

“A maid” is said to be “a domestic help” or “a day-help”.

Now work with your partner to complete the following table.

Harsh or Direct Expression Mild or Roundabout Expression (Euphemism)
S e Rotgd .go to sléeﬁ; to pass away; to fall asléep il

a stupid pupil Lk i ol b

' rest-room; bath-room

' beautician ;
unemployed

hard up; out of pocketr
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Can you think of some other examples of euphemism? Have a try!

» Grammar

Present Perfect Continuous

Study the rule

Look at the following pictures, paying special attention to the colored parts.

Oh, my God! What Er... mom.

on earth happened? |

I am sorry, mom. But, you

You’ve been fighting )

again, right?

e
L

B

Why are your hands red?

I have been painting my
room.

The colored parts in the conversation above are called Present Perfect Continuous.

Find the rule

Present Perfect Continuous is used when we talk about an activity that was happening in the recent

o now

To emphasize that
w v
} the activity is recent,

use JUST! :

past.

past

il

Present Perfect Continuous
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Present Perfect Continuous
Basic Pattern Examples
1) The coqui frog population has been increasing in Hawaii since
1988, but just recently exploded.
have / has + been + v.-ing 2) She has been working at the factory since she left school.
3) We have been living in this flat since 1990.
4) It has been raining for 3 days.

Compare it with Present Perfect.
Present Perfect Continuous Present Perfect
Kate has been painting the walls for days. The walls used to be white, but Kate has
TS painted them blue now.

Apply the rule
1. Complete the sentences using the verbs in brackets in their proper forms.

1) Ann is very tired, because she (work) hard for a week.
2)1 (talk) to Tom about your problem.

3) How long you (smoke)?

4) George (not feel) very well recently.

5) Kevin (study) for three hours.

. Ask a question for each situation.

1) You see a little boy. His eyes are red and watery. (cry)

?
2) You have just arrived to meet your friend who is waiting for you. (wait long)
——————————— ?
3) Your friend comes in. His face and hands are very dirty. (do)
_ - S
4) You see Bob and Bill wearing sweatshirts and carrying tennis rackets. (play tennis)
- i
5) Your friend has just come back from the beach. He is suntanned. (lie in the sun)
?

6) You see two girls carrying bags and packages from a well-known department store. (shop)
?
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@ Listening and Speaking

1. Work in pairs to complete the mini-survey below to see how well you know about Hawaii, one of
the American states now being invaded by the coqui frogs.
1) Hawaii is located __ b
A. in the east of the Pacific Ocean B. in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean

C. in the middle of the Pacific Ocean D. in the east of the Atlantic Ocean
2) ~is the capital city of Hawaii.

A. Kauai B. Honolulu C. Maui
3) As a tropical paradise for tourists, Hawaii is famous forits

A. palm trees B. white sand beaches

C. volcanoes D. all of the three

2. Listen to a short passage about Hawaii twice, and complete the following chart.

Beauty of Hawaii

First , most of which are covered with are hundreds of miles
in length along the islands of Hawaii.
Second remains around on average throughout the year.
Third In Hawaii, covers different kinds of trees every month and
bloom nearly every day of the year.
Fourth Since the earliest days, living in Hawaii have been peace-loving.

3. Work out a travel guide of Hawaii, covering the following points: location, people, climate,
landscape and customs. You may go to the school library or refer to the Internet for information

available (for example, some vivid pictures as well as written descriptions).

4. Here is a brief introduction of the “Three Rs” campaign in Hawaii to protect the environment
there. Read it carefully and then listen to the tape twice. Underline the word in each line of the
introduction that is different from what you hear on the tape, and correct it. The first one has been

done for you.

Three Rs

Reduce — We can start first with increasing the amount of paper reducing

products that we use. This could be done in such a difficult way as
using snail-mail instead of writing notes on paper. And we could re-
duce paper during holidays by receiving out e-mail greetings.

Reuse — We could reuse paper that is clear on one side for drafts,
notes and even photos. We could reuse cardboard boxes. We could
also reuse paper products by doing our research offline or at libraries

Theme A
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rather than buying lots of spoken materials. Sharing books or buying
a firsthand textbook for school is another way of reusing.

Recycle — Recycle notebook paper, newspapers, cupboard,
magazines and colorful paper. Buy paper towels, tissues, and toilet

paper that have been made from recyclable products.

5. Every June 5 is set as the World Environment Day. Now work in pairs to match the themes of

some years with their Chinese translations.

2004: Seas and Oceans, Dead or Alive {iE Hb 3k 7 6 A= AL
2003: Water — Two Billion People are Dying for It! {hja] 54y, H:fy 2K
2002: Give Earth a Chance 3 T HhER YA Gy —— R R AT R

2001: Connect with the World Wide Web of Life PRFL bR kAR PR R R K
2000: The Environment Millennium — Time to Act K——20{C AN fr 2P &

1999: Our Earth — Our Future — Just Save It! BT — i e |
1998: For Life on Earth — Save Our Seas! WEENLT, ICRFH

Now work with your partner to suggest a theme for the World Environment Day of this year!

V g
o Writin
L= £

How to Write Instructions

Instructions are detailed dirvections telling us how to do something by following a sequence of actions.
Follow the instructions below to make a paper crane of your own. Go to the pictures for help if

necessary.

How to Fold a Paper Crane

4 =28 b9 Wb

1. Take a piece of square paper, fold it to a right-angled triangle and then fold it again. (Pic. 1)

2. Open the bottom by inserting (# A) your finger and fold the left and right points together. (Pic. 2)

3. Crease front left and right edges to the center, then back out and pull up bottom point to produce
a shape (Pic. 3 and Pic. 4). Do the same for the back side.

4. This figure has two skinny legs; fold them over in the direction of the arrows. (Pic. 5)

5. Take the end of one of the points, and bend it down to make the head of the crane. Reverse (¥
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