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Sir Thomas More, also known as Saint Thomas More, was born on 7 February 1478 in London,

X Xl T oH &

the son of a successful lawyer. As a boy, More spent some time in the household of John Morton,
Archbishop of Canterbury. He later studied at Oxford, and qualified as a
lawyer, although he did contemplate becoming a monk. From 1510 to 1518
he was one of the two under-sheriffs of London and in 1517 entered the

king's service, becoming one of Henry VIII's most effective and trusted

>N ERR S QR -

civil servants and acting as his secretary, interpreter, speech-writer, chief
diplomat, advisor and confidant. In 1521 he was knighted, in 1523, he be-

came the speaker of the House of Commons and in 1525 chancellor of the

Duchy of Lancaster.

At the same time More was building a reputation as a scholar. He was close to the radical catholic
theologian Erasmus, but wrote polemics against Martin Luther and the protestant reformation.
Around 1515, he wrote 'The History of Richard III' which established that king's reputation as a
tyrant and has been described as the first masterpiece of English historiography. In 1516, he
published his most important work 'Utopia' — a description of an imaginary republic ruled by reason
and intended to contrast with the strife-ridden reality of contemporary European politics. More
remained a passionate defender of Catholic orthodoxy—writing pamphlets against heresy, banning
unorthodox books, and even taking responsibility when chancellor for the interrogation of heretics.

More took the post of lord chancellor in 1529, just as Henry had become determined to obtain
a divorce from Catherine of Aragon. The previous chancellor, Lord Wolsey, had failed to achieve this
objective. Henry was close to breaking with the Church of Rome, and the so-called 'Reformation
parliament' was about to convene.

When Henry declared himself 'supreme head of the Church in England' —
thus establishing the Anglican Church and allowing him to end his

marriage—More resigned the chancellorship. He continued to argue
against the king's divorce and the split with Rome, and in 1534 was
arrested after refusing to swear an oath of succession repudiating
the pope and accepting the annulment of Henry's marriage. He
was tried for treason at Westminster and on 6 July 1535 was

executed on Tower Hill.
The steadfastness and courage with which More held on to

his religious convictions in the face of ruin and death and the




dignity with which he conducted himself during his imprisonment, trial, and execution, contributed
much to More's posthumous reputation, particularly among Catholics.

More was greatly admired by Anglican writers Jonathan Swift and Samuel Johnson. Johnson
said that "He was the person of the greatest virtue these islands ever produced".

Winston Churchill wrote about More in the History of the English-Speaking Peoples: "The
resistance of More and Fisher to the royal supremacy in Church government was a noble and
heroic stand. They realized the defects of the existing Catholic system, but they hated and
feared the aggressive nationalism which was destroying the unity of Christendom. [...] More
stood as the defender of all that was finest in the medieval outlook. He represents to history
its universality, its belief in spiritual values and its instinctive sense of other-worldliness.
Henry VIII with cruel axe decapitated not only a wise and gifted counselor, but a system,
which, though it had failed to live up to its ideals in practice, had for long furnished mankind
with its brightest dreams."

Roman Catholic writer G. K. Chesterton said that More was the "greatest historical character
in English history".
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Francis Bacon was born January, 22, 1561, the second child of Sir Nicholas Bacon (Lord Keeper
of the Seal) and his second wife Lady Anne Coke Bacon, daughter of Sir Anthony Coke, tutor to
Edward VI and one of the leading humanists of the age. He was educated at Trinity College,
Cambridge (1573 - 1575) and at Gray's Inn in London (1576). From 1577 to 1578 the young Bacon
accompanied Sir Amias Paulet, the English ambassador, on his mission in Paris; but he returned when

his father died. Bacon's small inheritance brought him into financial difficulties and since his

maternal uncle, Lord Burghley, did not help him to get a lucrative post as a government official, he
embarked on a political career in the House of Commons. In 1581 he
entered the Commons as a member for Cornwall, and he remained a Mem-
ber of Parliament for thirty-seven years. In 1582 he became a barrister
and was installed as a reader at Gray's Inn.

From 1584 to 1617 (the year he entered the House of Lords) he was an

active member in the Commons. When he lost Elizabeth's favor over the

subsidy affair of 1593, Bacon turned to the Earl of Essex as a patron. He
served Essex as political advisor, but distanced himself from him when
Essex's failure in the Irish campaign became evident and when his rebellion against the Queen
finally brought him to the executioner's block.

When in 1603 the Scottish king James VI succeeded the great Queen as James I of England,
Bacon's time had come at last. He was knighted in 1603, married a young and rich heiress in 1606,
was appointed Solicitor General in 1607 and Attorney General in 1613. He reached the peak of his
splendid career from 1616 onwards: he became a member of the Privy Council in 1616, was ap-
pointed Lord Keeper of the Great Seal the following year—thus achieving the same position as his

father — and was granted the title of Lord Chancellor and created Baron of
‘\ Verulam in 1618. In the same year, 1621, when Bacon was created Viscount of
\/ St. Albans, he was impeached by Parliament for corruption in his office as a

judge. His fall was contrived by his adversaries in Parliament and by the

court faction, for which he was the suitable scapegoat to save the Duke of
Buckingham not only from public anger but also from open aggression
(Mathews, 1999). He lost all his offices and his seat in Parliament, but
retained his titles and his personal property. Bacon devoted the last
five years of his life entirely to his philosophical work. He tried to go

ahead with his huge project, the Instauratio Magna Scientiarum;




but the task was too big for him to accomplish in just a couple of years. Though he was able to
finish important parts of the Instauratio, the proverb, often quoted in his works, proved true for
himself: Vita brevis, ars longa. He died in April 1626 of pneumonia after experiments with ice.

Although his political career ended in disgrace, he remained extremely influential through his
works, especially as philosophical advocate and practitioner of the scientific revolution. Bacon did
not propose an actual philosophy, but rather a method of developing philosophy. He argued that
although philosophy at the time used the deductive syllogism to interpret nature, the philosopher
should instead proceed through inductive reasoning from fact to axiom to law.

His works established and popularized deductive methodologies for scientific inquiry, often
called the Baconian method or simply, the scientific method. His demand for a planned procedure
of investigating all things natural marked a new turn in the rhetorical and theoretical framework for
science, much of which still surrounds conceptions of proper methodology today.
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David Hume (1711 - 1776), originally David Home, son of Joseph Home of Chirnside, advocate,
and Katherine Falconer, was born on 26 April 1711 (Old Style) in a tenement on the north side of the
Lawnmarket in Edinburgh. He changed his name in 1734 because the English had difficulty pro-
nouncing 'Home' in the Scottish manner. Throughout his life Hume, who
never married, spent time occasionally at his family home at Ninewells by
Chirnside, Berwickshire. Hume was politically a Whig.

David Hume was a Scottish philosopher and historian, regarded as one
of the most important figures in the history of Western philosophy and the
Scottish Enlightenment. Hume is often grouped with John Locke, George
Berkeley, and a handful of others as a British Empiricist.

During his lifetime, Hume was more famous as a historian. His six-volume History of England
was a bestseller well into the nineteenth century and the standard work on English history for many
years, while his works in philosophy to which he owes his current reputation were less widely read
in his day.

Beginning with his A Treatise of Human Nature (1739), Hume strove to create a total naturalistic
"science of man" that examined the psychological basis of human nature. In stark opposition to the
rationalists that preceded him, most notably Descartes, he concluded that belief rather than reason
governed human behavior, saying famously: "Reason is, and ought only to be the slave of the
passions." A prominent figure in the skeptical philosophical tradition and a strong empiricist, he
argued against the existence of innate ideas, concluding instead that humans only have knowledge
of those things of which they have direct experience. Thus he divides perceptions between strong
and lively "impressions" or direct sensations and fainter "ideas," which are copied from impressions.
He developed the position that mental behavior is governed by "custom"; our use of induction, for
example, is justified only by our idea of the "constant conjunction" of causes and effects. Without
direct impressions of a metaphysical "self," he concluded that humans have no actual conception
of the self, only of a bundle of sensations associated with the self. Hume advocated a compatibilist
theory of free will which proved extremely influential on subsequent moral philosophy. He was also
a sentimentalist who held that ethics is based on feelings rather than abstract moral principles.
Hume also examined the normative is-ought problem. He held notoriously ambiguous views of
Christianity, but famously challenged the argument from design in his Dialogues concerning
Natural Religion (1779).

Kant credited Hume with waking him up from his "dogmatic slumbers" and Hume has proved




extremely influential on subsequent philosophy, especially on utilitarianism, logical positivism,
William James, philosophy of science, early analytic philosophy, cognitive philosophy, and other
movements and thinkers. The cognitive scientist and philosopher Jerry Fodor proclaimed Hume's
Treatise "the founding document of cognitive science." Also famous as a prose stylist, Hume
pioneered the essay as a literary genre and engaged with contemporary intellectual luminaries such
as Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Adam Smith (who acknowledged Hume's influence on his economics
and political philosophy), James Boswell, Joseph Butler, and Thomas Reid. Hume remains one of
the giants of Western philosophy.
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The sixth of seven children of Daniel and Henrietta Malthus, Thomas Robert Malthus (13
February 1766 - 23 December 1834) grew up in The Rookery, a country house near Westcott in
Surrey. Petersen describes Daniel Malthus as "a gentleman of good family and independent means...
[and] a friend of David Hume and Jean-Jacques Rousseau". The young Malthus received his
education at home in Bramcote, Nottinghamshire, and then at the Dissenting Warrington Academy.

He entered Jesus College, Cambridge in 1784. There he took prizes in English declamation, Latin and
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Greek, and graduated with honours, Ninth Wrangler in mathematics. He took the MA degree in 1791,
and was elected a Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge two years later. In 1797, he took orders and
in 1798 became an Anglican country curate at Okewood near Albury in Surrey.

His portrait, and descriptions by contemporaries, presents him as tall and
good-looking, but with a hare-lip and cleft palate. The cleft palate affected his
speech: such birth defects had occurred before amongst his relatives. Malthus
apparently refused to have his portrait painted until 1833 because of embar-
rassment over the hare-lip.

Malthus married his cousin, Harriet, on April 12, 1804, and had three
children: Henry, Emily and Lucy. In 1805 he became Professor of History and Political Economy at
the East India Company College in Hertfordshire. His students affectionately referred to him as
"Pop" or "Population" Malthus. In 1818 Malthus became a Fellow of the Royal Society.

Malthus has become widely known for his theories concerning population and its increase or
decrease in response to various factors. The six editions of his An Essay on the Principle of Population,
published from 1798 to 1826, observed that sooner or later population gets checked by famine, disease,
and widespread mortality. He wrote in opposition to the popular view in 18th-century Europe that saw
society as improving, and in principle as perfectible. William Godwin and the Marquis de Condorcet, for
example, believed in the possibility of almost limitless improvement of society. So, in a more complex
way, did Jean-Jacques Rousseau, whose notions centered on the goodness of man and the liberty of
citizens bound only by the social contract, a form of popular sovereignty.

Malthus thought that the dangers of population growth would preclude endless progress
towards a utopian society: "The power of population is indefinitely greater than the power in
the earth to produce subsistence for man". As an Anglican clergyman, Malthus saw this
situation as divinely imposed to teach virtuous behaviour. Believing that one could not
change human nature, Malthus wrote:

"Must it not then be acknowledged by an attentive examiner of the histories of mankind, that
in every age and in every State in which man has existed, or does now exist. that the increase of
population is necessarily limited by the means of subsistence, that population does invariably
increase when the means of subsistence increase, and, that the superior power of population it
repressed, and the actual population kept equal to the means of subsistence, by misery and vice."

Malthus placed the longer-term stability of the economy above short-term expediency. He
criticised the Poor Laws, and (alone among important contemporary economists) supported the
Corn Laws, which introduced a system of taxes on British imports of wheat. He thought these
measures would encourage domestic production, and so promote long-term benefits.

Malthus became hugely influential, and controversial, in economic, political, social and




