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Building Rites of the Bulang People in Zhanglang Village

Abstract

Traditionally, the Bulang have held an idea that an ideal dwelling ought to meet both
material requirements and spiritual demands. In particular, there is a notion that living
people, the dead and the gods should each have their own places to live. In other words,
people should have a place in the previous world, in this world and also in the future world.
When the Bulang construct a village, it is essential to include space not only for village
buildings but also for tombs and for a Buddhist temple.

Ritual plays a fundamental role in the culture of Bulang architecture. When a building
is under construction, there is a whole ritual process and the values expressed by the rituals
are very visible and significant. Traditionally, the Bulang understand that buildings, like
people, have a soul and a life of their own. When a building is completed, it means that just
the material part of the building has “been born”. It is only when a series of ritual regulations

have been complied with and a series of rites are performed that the building is felt to



values and meaning of life, so it can then be put into use.

This book focuses on basic aspects of the culture of Bulang architecture, starting off
with these kinds of concepts and going on to discuss in some detail the delicate art of Bulang
architecture and their architectural skills.

In brief, Bulang culture in Xishuangbanna varies according to different sub-regions.
As a typical Bulang village, Zhanglang has a complete village structure and a comparatively
well-preserved traditional culture. Therefore this study of the buildings in Zhanglang is likely

to be representative of the wider culture of Bulang architecture in Xishuangbanna.
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