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In spite of “endless t’e}lk;of difference,” American society is an Z%Tng machine for LiGmducnizing
people. There is “the demj“(;_)‘(_f_xfe‘t_ti‘zingruniformity of dress and discﬁse?{%gg\th}g%éualness and absence of
deferen(‘c"ghgrﬁ‘lg_@i_g_of popular culture. People are_gbsorbed into”a culture of cgu;‘umgtiog"—lulnwln d
by the 19th-century department stc%—\at ffered “vast arrays of goods in an ¢lcgant atmosphere. In-
stead of intimate shops catcring to a knowledgeable elite. ” these were stores “anyone could enter, re-
gardless of class or background. This turned shopping into a public and deglocratic act.” The mass
media, advertising and sports are other forces for homogglization.

Immigrants are quickly fitting into this common culture, which may not be altogether elevating but is
hardly poisonous. Writing for the National Immigration Forum, Gregory Rodriguez reports that today's
immigration is neither at unprecedented level nor resistant to assiniilation, In 1998 immigrants were 9. 8
percent of population; in 1900, 13. 6 percent . In the 10 years prior to 1990, 3.1 immigrants arrived for
every 1,000 residents; in the 10 years prior to 1890, 9. 2 for every 1,000. Now, consider three indices of
assimilation—language, home ownership and intermarriage.

The 1990 Census revealed that “a majority of immigrants from each of the f{ifteen most common
countries of origin spoke English ‘well” or ‘very well’ after ten years of residencz. ” The children of im-
migrants tend to be bilingual and proficient in English. “By the third generation, the original language is
lost in the majority of immigrant families. ” Hence the description of America as a “graveyard” for lan-
guages. By 1996 foreign born immigrants who had arrived before 1970 had a home ownership rate of 75.

6 percent, higher than the 69. 8 percent rate among native-born Americans.

Foreign-born Asians and Hispanics “have higher rates of intermarriage than do U. S born whites and
blacks. ” By the third generation, one third of Hispanic women are married to non-Hispanics, and 41 per-
cent of Asian American women are married to non-Asians.

Rodriguez note that children in remote villages around the world are fans of superstars like Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Garth Brooks, yet “some Americans fear that immigrant living within the United
States remain somehow inimune to the nation's assimilative power, ”

Are there divisive issues and pockets of sccthing anger in America? Indeed. It is big enough to have
a bit of everything. But particularly when viewed against America’s turbulcnt past, today's social induces

suggest a dark and dcterorating social environment. (2008 U
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homogenize[ ha'mod3zaenaiz]wv. {#i ¥ 57 ; i 45 5y ; i
P I A ]
[E X # 47 ] homogenize (#3145 1k el ¥
HABW & AFRfm .
average — % H1E 15 B3 A0, 18
TREE .
[ & 337 /48] heterogenize Z AL ; F¥)—1k
[SItR#E B Y homogenized milk )i 4 F|
[#] A1) Even burecaucrats can’'t homogenize na-
tional cultures and tastes. B[J{ifi J& B (&t
ARRE M E R SAC R B2
launch[ la:ntf, la:nt] Ju. & &5 K K& AL H
G n YRR BT AR
[E X $#47] launch 22715 FHIG 1R E 2 MG ), 1
mFEFERE ﬁt%,x WRROERT,
— B, T TS

AR,

if] start )& T
AT =1
[/ XA /4] conclude 285, #% 1}
[S1&#AE] launch (out) into FFEAME LG T
launch out H{ T, FEMS 2
[#)A1) Heavy fighting has been going on after the
guerrillas had launched their offensive.
?ﬁ?m‘ﬁAﬁﬁé‘g&g_ﬁgEfﬁi&ﬁﬁﬁﬂ i1 &%
<L
clegant[ 'eligant Ja. STHEMY , b FE 1, FEELHY
LR X PHT] elegant 15 5 A (917 20 B3 1 19 XUAS
EEENH A S AR .
cultured A #37M HR M, HIEFRN
[ & X iR/4] inelegant ARER, MLIE Y, KA
[SItR4EE] an elegant woman {LAEMI 2 A
[ #14]]) Patricia looked beautiful and elegant as al-
ways. MF4FAF & CUE F e ok 5 H e
cater[ 'keita]v. i# 2 (FHH) 144, & D &
(R X ¥ #r] cater for fREEML TR M A VU, Bl AR 4+
BEE A EEIEHM A cater
to.

satisfy — e HIB JE@ 2 (E#E, 5

M — R4 1 with,

[ X8/ 8] dissatisfy i R AH L & A
ENTRFS

[SI1B#E B ) cater for (the need of the customers)
W& (RN K)

[& A1) This is the restaurant catering only to the

AT AR WK IR

unprecedented[ An'presidantid]a. %5 i (19, & T il

B s EEL Y

[E X #4771 unprecedented {5 LRI MAR % LY
unparalleled 5 ff 28 olg 1 & 75 17k —
T 09, AR LLAT 9 [F 2K H A RE AT
HiE,

[ X iR/4]) general s (1), — A% 1

[SI1B# A Y an unprecedented success %5 fiij 1Y Bk
b))

[#41]) The early 90's finds an unprecedented tide

Muslims, X

of rural workers flooding into big cities in
China. 90 FAWH, — e EMREBE L
o e B T (9 A ik v 1t 1 R [ O SR
assimilation[ a,simi'leif an]n. [& k., [@ 1L 17E H, 14
{t
[k &) assimilate o BRI, IH (L, MK T #%
[E X #47]) assimilate [ absorb & B b 18§
5 Wl M 5 2 T MR A 4
absorb 5 { eI IR0 2 2K 25 HUARF A, B
AR S AR,
[ & % i7/4A] dissimilate ({£) 4213 K[F
[ 4] America has assimilated many outstanding
people from all corners of the world. Z&[H
W T2 kB RSB A
immune[ i'mjuin]a. A G3% D E G T2
Mol {19
[E S 47) immune — BEFR 8 0 5 fp B A gl it
PRI R Y, al 5| B T At )y
Mo
resistant {5 #KTTAE /11 .
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(R X iE/A]Y infect fHHL @Yy
[S118#EE Y immune against /from /to Xt - G5
[#% /) The criminal was told he would be im-
mune {rom punishment if he helped the
police. AU #E &5 K115, an 5t b BY = 55,
gEe DL g a2 SN
secthe[ si:®]v. #BRE  BRRE £ 5h 8, KR T E;
70 BRI () L i A
(R X BHT] seethe (£ Fom A SRR, BHETE R
WASEEF AR R EEN R
B N s ) B 5818 7 s e
Bk,
load %2, &, # i, 515 of M, %
KA,
[ XiR/A]Y drain HEH sl s -+, 8 F
[SIBIEAE] seethe with anger K& L%
L% A1) She took it calmly at first but under the
surface was seething. th % 1 F R #
7= (5167 o G W= =77 T
turbulent[ 'ta:bjulant]a. Y% zh (19 5 I /@ 19 HE 2L Y,

it sl
”’ . —
6 F X

RENIARKrikie & Z 5, ER2HE2—

(@ XY turbulent 57K 8k %8 S b 25 i /K 75 el
SRR IR0 G E, E1E
THRE S A, T K R Eh R EL MY
K&,
blustering 3T R A {EM 3T R
riotous RFNHY, BV [H Y, L% H T
BN
(& X /8] calm FERH) FEHE , ITE D
[SIB#EB] a turbulent flow 77
[# A1) The turbulent world of Middle Eastern
politics defies prediction. 7¢ {3 ¥ ] o %<
WX W% R% .
deteriorate [ di'tisriereit]v. {fiXEAfL ; 25kl
[ X 47 ) deteriorate & < bb DL T 09 175 o 58 £,
(=Y e VAN AR Y il a7 N
worsen 5% 18 27 1§ 8 K] 3k 1 A o] 2
Zo
[ & X7 /4]) ameliorate /improve ¥ 3% , {03
[%) /] There are fears that the situation might
deteriorate into full-scale war, #U{f X f

BB RETA R EH LH LS.

BRERE AR AT HIBLEE , EE MR 1L AL

PR E RN RAAGE T — B, AL BRSO, RITELTT IR A BREIFINIM , XEE R AR LR A A
fi LA™ 7# 2R S0 Ab " oh e X R A e 19 DR T B IE R A . X BT S TE S M SR
M E RS SN . XANEA TG X EEE T &, FRENASTLEY. WHE
L8 A IR RN B 2 RO A B A W e E T AT . KRB ST Es)
S A — B ¥y (b RO HESD D

R TLUR e g A X — KAk e b XA e th i H A EPRER BIRARERERE R EEEN.
Gregory Rodriguez {5 A (HF IS IR ) B EHRE D, SRR R G A B2 6 AR D R 2 ot
M . 1998 FEFELE S AT 9. 8% ;1900 F (5 13.6 %, 1990 4~ A 10 F A& 1000 A 3.1 4
FEIE 1890 4E 2 fif 1y 10 F ) & 1000 Arb g 9.2 DMRR. A BERAN=DRE GBS BEITAEN
Fm s,

1990 AO & &E T KE 15 Ml LEFRNBR P RKESHAEEE 10 F /5 K IBEBRE T IF L
TR RN T REEAEMH BB XIE, “HEZRBR, KEHUBRREF HEE =i
L, EE R HIE ST, B 1996 F,1970 FRIINEBRESIWAE T 75. 6 X B R
. ST EAELROEEAN M2 EERENEEENE 69.8%,

EME ARSI UM AR EANFRABELEAENEEEAES A A Z A @I EIL
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Many things make people think artists are w1 and the weirdest may be this: artists’ only job is to
explore emotions, and yet they choose to focus on the ones that feel bad.

This wasn't always so. The earliest forms of art, like painting and music, ww
expressing joy. But somewhere from the 19th century, more artists began seeing happiness as meaning-
less phony or, worst of all, boring as we went from Wordsworth's da f fodils, to Baudelaire's flowersof
evil. P

ngou could argue that art became more skeptical of happiness because modern times have seen so such
miéery. But it's not as if earlier times didn’t know porpotunl war, disaster and the - of inrﬁ)’c nts,
The reason, in fact, may be just the opposite: there is too much damn happiness in the world today.

After all, what is the one/modegx gprm of expression almost completely ded?gz};\tﬂed to dedi“g happi-
ness? Advertising The/vé;se of antﬁa&‘)y art almost exactly traac %’(71’16 emergence of__m‘aﬂss’j\me%ia. and
with it, a ggmmgic&tﬂgin which happiness is not just an ideal but an idg(%ggy.

People in earlier eras were surrounded by reminders of misery. They worked until exhausted, lived
with few protections and died young. In the West, before mass communication and literacy, the most
powerful mass medium was the church, which reminded worshippers that their souls were in poril and
that they would someday be meat for worms. Given all this, they did not exactly need their art to be a
humnicr too,

Today the messages your average Westerner is surrounded with are not religious but commercial,
and forever happy. Fast-food eaters, news anchors, text messengers, all smiling,smiling, smiling. Our
magazines feature beaming celebrities and happy families in perfect homes. And since these messages
have an #gcnd. —to lure us to open our wallets they make the very idea of happiness seem unreliable.
“Celebrate!” commanded the ads for the arthritis drug Celebrex, before we found out it could increase
the risk of heart attacks.

But we forget—what our economy depends on is forgetting—is that happiness is more than pleasure
without pain. The things that bring the greatest joy carry the greatest potential for loss and disappoint-
ment. Today, surrounded by promises of easy happiness, we need art to tell us, as religion once did, Me-
mento mori: remember that you will die, that everything ends, and that happiness comes not in denying
this but in living with it, It’s a message even more bitter than a clove cigarette, yet, somehow, a breath

of fresh air. mE )
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[E X 847] weird E X HIE, ForaT e, %
[@F strange #0 bizarre,
bizarre K HiEE o EE BFH KK
FHENAEE,
strange —fg 1B, H T &M 4E
(& Xi8/4] plain ¥ #, E B, FHFEAY
[ ALY weird clothes &3 F iR
the Weird Sisters( 5 ) fris = &1
[#14))Y Drugs can make you do all kinds of weird
things. & i a] DA RIEUIR 2 4 ARZ 10
=15,
phony['faunila. BE 1 ;n. (BE &
(R X #4) phony IEIEABIE, —RAHTOIEY
1, fake ffalse ZF @B o] H T H &\
B, el T OE,
[ XA /48] genuine B[, B
(SR EE] a phony war [F ok A H H %
L ER
[#41] He'd telephoned with some phony excuse
she didn’t believe for a minute. {BFTH1H
kim T EBRIEEAE D (B R R A AR

(e

=o

weird [ wiad]a.

a phony writer 2

massacre[ 'meesaka]n. /[v. B, KEF

[E X $##7] massacre F5 KFAE K AR5 slaugh-
ter YT, B /2 1% 17 58 58 1B X3 70 5 4
RENMAMNHETER R ENTELE

%O
slaughter 3845 K& B R A8 zh
L/
carnage TIETE R E KR, KB
Fo

[ X i@ /48] rescue HER, E R

[SIt8# ALY a wholesale massacre of jobs Kt
B DA

[#% 7)) They cruelly massacred all the people in

the village. ifi 17k Es o JE & T AT T
N
perpetual[ pa'petjual]a. A, AT 1Y s RFEE 1)
[ ¥ 4] perpetual 5850 Ak 7 8l Mk B Ak A
1 AS®AEN, H2¥4 T permanent,
HEEBREAKAH. e g
chatter |2 5E1% T HIB5W]
SRR R AR
", e.g. the incessant rain Zf [y &

perpetual

incessant 5

“
constant fE IS 00— 19 R (1 FF
Sk Al E A A,

[ Xi7/4] temporary #iF {7, I B (9, I B 1
[SIRHEB] a perpetual lease 7k A fHHIFY
a perpetual calendar J5 & [f
[#41) He and his wife would be compelled to live
perpetually as second-class citizens. i fl1
b F TR wE kA —F AR,
depict[ di'pikt]v. #i iR, #5 ; |, %
[E X ##7] depict ?al.x.ltz FF TR %

L, Plan@ 2 me S IE
describe —f Hif , ® R 5 | Il K o
i N
portray — R TE N AWE B &R, K&
B R R E

[ 18 #E B2 ] depict the horrors of war ffik &5 1)
aLii

[ %]/ ) Children’s books often depict farmyard an-
imals as gentle, lovable creatures. JL & 15
FE IR 37 10 B W 1 0 BRI ] o2 £
KK o
peril[ 'peril]n. /v, G, G B &
(@ X #47] peril iIF X A5, 18t danger 5%, i5
T HE™ENER.
hazard 8§35 4] &M | TC 3 53 4 19 15
B s mER,
[ X iR/ A]) safety Z24 ({6, L4k &



[SIBIEBL] at the peril of § -+ - B
at sh's peril B35 A BHH XS

[#141Y All is not lost that's in peril. [ ] /&[5 A&~

FTaE,

bummer[ ‘bama]n. S5 ; Tof, R, K &

[E BT T bummer JEEAXHIE, —RATOIE
hLUETHILHIE, RS AR
2T IR . FEEIEH , th e $5 i
O, UfR e REfS Vel T E Rl g
() N sl F-0F IR 2 1 .

[#14]) I had a bummer of a day. B & i k£ 1) —

Ko

agenda[ a'dzenda]n. IX 2

[E X 7Y agenda 2045 BGA R, W Bk & 76
e B (R E &Y S A m) R — AR R
W EFETIENED,

[ZI1B#EE ] place /put sth on the agenda ! 25

L iE x

REBHELLANNAN ZARFERERN, REFHZ

A EE A 15 1 S 1B 1 0 ol 169 R

BRE R ok
[#)4]1] There are signs that the Danish presidency
will attempt to put environmental issues
high on its agenda. 7 % FH81% & 195}
F B SRR R B4R F R,
lure [ljua]w. 5115 , 7B 2Kk
CE SCHEHTT lure T8 HA B ol O 3 A ot 4] R i%
) F1E, 5 away 5 into
entice [A] lure Z ARV, (H &G A

&
seduce 1RIRMESEIAIBE R, & A 251
MR E.

[SJ1R 8 EC] bring sb... to his [ the] lure 5|5 A 54

[ #1411 Many young Japanese engineers have been
lured to the Middle East by the promise of
high wages. tE%5 T & ¥ RIEMIS A,
FEFROBEAR TREMZE T 4,

FZARFIME— TR RIRREN, o HARA 1%

HEHARERXE. ZREENEAMEENE RERES RSN, (L2587 19 el &=
ZHZARFI IR E (PRI T, SRR 2, & ABRKIAY , 5k 2 (3] MR 22 R 37 /9 R ALTE D

R B e S R 2 AE) — FE o

RATRER M ZAR ZITUERTEZEE RN AR L2 FEEERSERE, HEEHWAHRE R
JE B RHMERIE RTE S K AR . L E IR RAEEFER AR REREEET .

R MAREAE A b L%

BOOTHRERE? &, REGEZAER M DGR IETF H AL

R H LT RE T8 B & & T — Ml b, EEE SR UL —FhEAim 2 —ME 2,

S A T E R R . M TR A R, AR S EERE, i A BR Y, &0
JT AERREHERMINF 280, BRI RREN 2B, B2 RBEMI TN EZREE MMM RRETREG
B, A —REMARTHIEY. AT XY, MIFEZRBERMEE MatkiNEH .

HSR-ADEBEEGANEZNEEATFRR T REumEm WA KA MOfatk, th& &% FETH
FRAMEEFBEES S E—KRMR. RINHREHRRNBANTEZRBOREEIFE . BAHX
BAEEA DI SIERIMFT R E M 2@ MRS EBREILARHE. —MAITXTRNE
#) Celebrex /)" 5 7E P A 1k 1% A B € P BE 2 B2 i OB 19 1 B (9 B At 158 “ L 3R R 1

BN T —RINLFRENEEE—ER/AMNNERA RO R WRIRANEF LD
RFEEBENKEMRE, SR, FOXUES BN ZREAEE, RIFEA ARBESG MBI
KAFFFATPEM RAE AL IRRTEXL, A M ARPAE 45 2, FE AR R G INX — Y E e 2 2 e 4
EE—R, XE—MTEMR, EE-OFEsSERENEL.
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The answer to a scientific “who-done-it?” has revealed a «/i/!liho fact: We used to be bird food. Sci-
entists announced on Thursday they had definitive proof that the “Taung child”, a 2-million year old ape-
man skull famed as one of the most dramatic human evolutionary finds, was killed and eaten by an eagle.

“Birds used to eat us and in doing so they shaped our behaviour,” said Dr Lee Berger, a palacoan-
thropologist at Johannesburg's University of the Witwatersrand. “Birds of prey are one of the few things
that some modern primates have special calls or alarms for,” he told Reuters. Berger said the child had
probably been =coop ed up by an eagle and taken to its nest, where its eyes were rippced out for dinner.
The child’s skull eventually fell out of the nest, only to be found almost 2 million years later.

Placing us on the eagle's menu may also explain other aspects of human evolution, from walking up-
right, which could present a smaller target to an aerial attacker, to our tendency to live in groups.
“These birds would have been after the most vulnerable members of the group,” Berger said, a ~ccn
which may have iriczercd collective measures of protection.

This murder most [oul occurred 2 million years ago but the culprit, an African crowned eagle—also
known as the crowned hawk-eagle—still circles the skies and large eagles still prey on small primates in
Africa. Unearthed in South Africa in 1924, the Taung child shook the scientific world when Raymond
Dart suggested in 1925 that it was a higher form of primate which he dubbed Australopithecus Africans,
or “man-ape of southern Africa.”

Few in the scientific establishment were willing to accept then what has since become conventional
wisdom; that humanity evolved in Africa, For decades it was believed that the famous Taung child had
been slain by a leopard or a sabre-toothed cat.

But 10 years ago Berger and a colleague suggested that the child, who was about 3 or 4 years old
when it died, was killed by a large bird of prey. This remained an educated guess until researchers at
Ohio State University submitted a paper on primate remains from African crowned eagle kills which Ber-
ger was asked to review.

The scientists found several key features of bone damage which distinguished birds of prey kills from
those of big cats. “These critical clues were punctire marks in the base of the eye sockets of primates,
made when the eagles ripped the eyes out of the dead monkeys with their sharp talons and beaks. It was
a marker that others hadn't noted before, that linked eagles definitively to the kill,” Berger said.

Intrigued, Berger re-examined the Taung child skull, which is perhaps the most analysed hominid
fossil in the world. “I almost dropped down when 1 looked into the eyes of the skull as T saw the marks ...
they were perfect examples of eagle damage. Thousands of scientists, including myself, had ovorlooked

this critical damage,” Berger said. “It just shows that you can never stop looking. Just because
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something has been studied for years doesn’t mean that it can't still tell us new things,” Berger said.
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